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Libya agrees to Lockerbie trial 

CAIRO (AFP) — Libya has agreed to hand over the 
two suspects in the 1988 bombing of a U.S. airliner 
over Lockerbie, Scotland, for trial by a panel chaired 
by a judge named by British Prime Minister Tony 
Blair, the spokesman for the families of the British 
vicums said Wednesday. Libyan President Muammar 
Qadhafi gave his personal agreement that the suspects 
could be tried by a panel of five judges chaired by a 
senior Scottish judge appointed by Mr. Blair, Tim 
Swire told AFP here on his return from a visit to 
Libya. ‘'We also suggested that the other four judges 
be nominated by U.N. Secretary General Kofi 
Annan,” said Mr. Swire, who lost his daughter in the 
1988 bombing in which 270 people were killed. But 
Libyan officials said they would “have to thinir about 
such a suggestion," he said. 
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Crown Prince, Gorbachev meet 

AMMAN (Petrai — His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, in the presence of Her Royal Highness 
Princess Sarvath, on Wednesday received former 
Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev. The Crown 
Prince and Mr. Gorbachev discussed means of acti- 
vating scientific cooperation between Jordanian sci- 
entific institutions and the Gorbachev Foundation. 
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Arab states sign first ever 
anti-terrorism agreement 

‘Liberation, self-determination 
do not amount to terrorism’ 


CAIRO (AP) — Arab coun- 
tries on Wednesday signed the 
first regional pact on fi ghting 
terrorism, but made it clear 
that activists who target Israel 
will not be considered terror- 
ists. 

The pact calls on Arab coun- 
tries to deny refuge, training 
and financial or military sup- 
port to groups that launch 
attacks on other Arab nations. 
They will also exchange infor- 
mation on terrorist groups. 

Member nations “should not 
allow their lands to be used as 
theatres for plotting or die exe- 
afikm and organisation of ter- 
rorist crimes,’' the treaty says. 

It was signed by interior or 
justice ministers of the 22 
countries in die Arab League, 
which sponsored the pact An 
official statement said the pact 
will help die Arab Wodd 
“direct its energies" toward 
economic devdopment 

*The agreement [will] save 
the evil attempts to defame die 
image of die Arabs and 
Islam. will not allow [ter- 
rorism] to impose its treachery 
and pppreafflon," Egypt's Inte- 
rior Minister Habib Al Adly 
said. 

. “Terrorism completely vio- 


lates Islam, which holds in 
great regard the human life 
while terrorism treats it cheap- 
ly," said Saudi Arabia’s Interi- 
or Minister Nayef Bin Abdul 
Aziz. 

In accepting a Lebanese pro- 
posal, the pact exempts resis- 
tance movements from its def- 
inition, saying activist acts 
aimed at “liberation and self- 
determination” do not amount 
to terrorism. 

That clause is intended to 
justify attacks on Israel by 
Palestinians, and by Lebanese 
guerrilla groups fighting to 
oust Israeli soldiers from a 
swath of land they occupy in 
southern Lebanon. 

A report released earlier this 
week by a committee of min- 
isters that worked on the pact 
called Israel a state “estab- 
lished on terrorism," a refer- 
ence to claims that Israel was 
founded on stolen Arab land. 

The signing ceremony for 
the pact took place at the Arab 
League building, which was 
ringed by armed policemen. 
Security men also blocked 
small streets nearby and were 
perched on the reof. Everyone 
inside, including journalists 
and delegates, was escorted by 


plamclotbesmen. 

The stria security was a 
reminder that the threat of ter- 
rorism remains as real in 
Egypt as in some other Arab 
countries, such as Algeria. 

Both countries, which haw 
battled Islamist movements 
for years, had lobbied for the 
pan-Arab anti-terrorist agree- 
ment for the past two years. 

While guenflla massacres in 
Algeria are well known, the 
world was reminded of 
Egypt’s plight when suspected 
Islamist guerrillas gunned 
down 58 foreigners and two 
Egyptians on Nov. 17 outside 
die tourist town of Luxor. 
Islamist groups have been 
fighting since 1992 to oust 
Egypt’s secular government. 

The treaty says any attacks 
on ruling regimes in the Arab 
World or the families of the 
rulers should be treated as ter- 
rorist and not political acts. 
This clause is apparently 
aimed at preventing attackers 
from escaping extradition or 
prosecution by claiming they 
were politically motivated 
The agreement outlines 
plans for cooperation in the 
investigation arid arrest of sus- 
pected extremists and estab- 



Members of the Arab League attend the signing ceremo- 
ny of the first Arab convention against terrorism on 
Wednesday in Cairo. The Egyptian inspired treaty, which 
took four years to bring about bars act of terrorism against 
the convention's signatories (AFP photo) 


lishes guidelines for their 
extradition. 

It was not dear what the 
treaiy says about countries that 
violate it 

*1 believe trial the agree- 
ment.. has dealt with dearly 
the differentiation between ter- 


rorist and political crimes and 
armed struggle." Mr. Adly 
said 

Arab League General Secre- 
tary Esmet Abdul Meguid said 
the agreement will help 
increase Arab cooperation 
with Western governments. 


Netanyahu ministers hold new debate on troop pullback 

PNA warns of explosion 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu’s security cabinet 
held a new debate Wednesday 
over how much additional 
West Bank land Israel would 
be willing to cede to revive 
U.S. -brokered peace talks 
with the Palestinians, officials 
said 

After the meeting. Ml 
N etanyahu held talks on die 
pullback with his “kitchen’’ 
cabinet including Israeli 
Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordecbai, National infra- 
structure Minister Ariel 
Sharon and Industry and 
Trade Ministar Natan Sharan- 
sky. 

Mr. Netanyahu is reportedly 
trying to convince minisjeis to 
accept a slight increase in 
Israel’s offer for the long- 
overdue troop withdrawal 
ahead of top-level talks 
among U.S., Israeli and Pales- 
tinian officials in London on 
May 4. 

U.S. special envoy Dennis 
Ross and Assistant Secretary 
of State Martin Indyk are due 


in Israel Saturday to try to 
obtain Israeli and Palestinian 
agreement on a package peace 
deal to be finalised in London. 

The U.S. proposal is report- 
edly centred on a staged 
Israeli withdrawal from an 
additional 13 per cent of the 
West Bank in tandem with 
Palestinian measures against 
anti -Israeli activists. 

The U.S. plan would have 
the two sides then enter into 
negotiations on a final peace 
agreement. 

Ml Netanyahu's right-wing 
coalition government has so 
far offered to cede only nine 
per cent of the West Bank at 
this tuna But Israeli press 
reports said he is trying to con- 
vince hard-liners to increase 
this to 11 per cent 

The Palestinian National 
Authority says that interim 
peace accords require Israel to 
withdraw from 30 per cent of 
the West Bank now and 
another 30 per cent in mid- 
year. The Palestinians current- 
ly have full or partial control 
of 27 per cent of the territory 


and most of the Gaza Strip. 

But Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat said Monday 
that be accepted the U.S. com- 
promise proposal in principle 
and called on Mr. Ross to 
make the U.S. ideas public 
during his next mission. 

New impetus has been 
injected into die peace effort 
since British Prime Minister 
Tbny Blair met with Mr. 
Netanyahu and Mr. Arafat 
early this week and obtained 
their agreement to the London 
talks. 

The current plan is for Mr. 
Netanyahu and Mr. Arafat to 
meet separately with U.S. 
Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright and Ml Blair in the 
British capital. 

If the two sides can agree on 
the U.S. peace proposals, a 
Netanyahu- Arafat summit 

could be held, although all 
sides have been playing down 
expectations of a major break- 
through after more than a year 
of stalemate in the negotia- 
tions. 

As part of a flurry of d&pkv 


GAZA CITY (AFP.) — The Palestinians called on the Unit- 
ed States Wednesday to pressure Israel to accept U.S. pro- 
posals during upcoming talks in London, warning that the 
zero hour in the peace process was approaching. "The situ- 
ation is very dangerous right now. We are close to the last 
15 minuies before either the situation explodes or the pic- 
ture becomes clear," said Nabil Abu Rudeina, a top aide to 
Palestinian President Yasser Arafat. “We demand the Unit- 
ed States put pressure on Israel to accept the American pro- 
posals" over a promised Israeli troop withdrawal from the 
West Bank, Mr. Abu Rudeina told AFP. Mr. Netanyahu, 
who has resisted the U.S. ideas, played down hopes for the 
London talks on Tuesday, cautioning against “raising 
expectations too high.” He said the talks would address 
“core issues" remaining from 1995 interim accords, pre- 
sumably including the troop withdrawals which are the 
main outstanding issue. 


marie activity surrounding the 
latest U.S. peace push, Mr. 
Netanyahu's office 

announced late Tuesday char 
he would meet Egyptian Pres- 
ident Hosni Mubarak Tuesday 
in Cairo. 

It will be their first 
encounter in a year and fol- 
lows sharp Egyptian criticism 
of Mr. Netanyahu's hard-line 
stance in negotiations with the 


Palestinians. 

Also next week U.S. Vice 
President Al Gore is sched- 
uled to visit Israel for celebra- 
tions of the 50th anniversary 
of the Jewish state on April 
30. 

Israeli press reports say Mr. 
Gore will meet with both Ml 
N etanyahu and Mr. Arafat to 
press for agreement on the 
U.S. peace package ahead of 


Prince Hassan renews call 
for Islamic-Christian dialogue 


AMMAN (Petra.) — His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan underlined Wednes- 
day the importance of Islamic- 
Christian dialogue in the 
course of portraying the bright 
image of the Islamic faith to 
the world and to project 
Islam's stand with regard to 
the different humanitarian 
issues and thwart attempts by 
some people to distort the 
image of Islam. 

Speaking at a lunch banquet 
he hosted at the Royal Court in 
honour of members of the 
Higher Islamic Council for 
Da’w’a and Relief, Prince 
Hassan said that through dia- 
logue one can attain coopera- 
tion among different nations in 
political cultural and econom- 
ic fields. 

He told the council numbers 
who met in .Amman at the 
invitation of the Royal Acade- 
my for Islamic Civilisation 
Research (.Al a) Bayt Founda- 
tion) that it was important for 
Islamic institutions to coordi- 
nate their efforts in promoting 
dialogue and achieving then- 
objectives. 

He reminded his audience of 


Islam's view of dialogue as a 
means for persuasion, stress- 
ing the importance of the 
Islamic World to contribute to 
the creation of a new humani- 
tarian order that can ensure 
security and a decent life for 
all people. 

The required dialogue 
among religions, he said, “is 
one in which we do not lose 
our identity and one that leads 
to openness towards world 
societies and so w e can be of 
benefit to others as they will be 
of benefit to us." 

“In fact, we have to take the 
initiative in asking for dia- 
logue because we do not fear a 
dialogue and we have frill con- 
fidence in our stance and our 
capabilities," added Prince 
Hassan. 

Prince Hassan went on to 
say that dialogue was needed 
as a tool to help protect Islam- 
ic minorities in Western soci- 
eties with whom he said the 
Islamic World should maintain 
contact. 

He expressed hope that clos- 
er cooperation between Islam- 
ic and Christian institutions 
would help people confront 


many challenges. 

The Crown Prince recalled 
that in the Tehran Islamic sum- 
mit conference he had called 
for the establishment of an 
Islamic centre to settle dis- 
; pules and in this respect he 
also renewed his call for the 
creation of an international 
Zakat fund which would help 
solve many humanitarian 
issues facing the Islamic 
nations. 

Following the meeting Dl 
A bdul Aziz Tweijiri, director 
general of the Islamic Educa- 
tional Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (1SE5CO). told 
Jordan Television that the 
meeting aimed at co-ordina- 
tion in'" the Islamic-Christian 
dialogue and uniting the stands 
of the different Islamic institu- 
tions taking pan in such dia- 
logue. 

The council comprises 
twelve members of whom two 
are from Jordan. They are Dl 
A bdul Salara Abbadl minister 
of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs, 
and Ml Kamel Sharif, secre- 
tary general of the Wodd 
Islamic Council for Da’w’a 
and Relief. 


Egyptian-Palestinian talks focus 
on stalled Mideast negotiations 


CAIRO (AP) — Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat met 
with Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak on Wednes- 
day and discussed the U.S 
efforts to nudge forward 
stalled Middle East peace 
negotiations. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Arar Musa outlined the talks 
ro reporters after the session 
and said the two leaders 
agreed to meet again follow- 
ing May 4 negotiations in 
London between Israel and 


the Palestinians. 

Mr. Musa said Mr. Arafat 
was going to the London 
meeting in agreement with an 
American plan for Israel to 
withdraw from a further 13. 1 
per cent of the West Bank 
over 1 2 weeks in exchange for 
new Palestinian security guar- 
antees. 

“The Palestinian side has 
accepted the American initia- 
tive... but the problem lies 
with the Israeli government," 
Mr. Moussa said. 


Mr. Mubarak and Mr. 
Netanyahu are also expected 
to meet next Tuesday in Cairo, 
and Mr. Musa said those dis- 
cussions would focus on 
"what is going in the Middle 
East peace and the dangers 
that threaten its collapse." Mr. 
Mubarak, who has long tried 
to mediate between the 
Israelis and Palestinians, has 
repeatedly warned the entire 
peace process could fall apart 
unless Israel is willing to com- 
promise. 


Israeli army arrests 11 in Yatta 


YATTA (AFP) — Israeli sol- 
diers detained 11 Palestinians 
and searched more than 30 
homes in a sweep here 
overnight after a Jewish settler 
was shot dead in an argumem 
with residents, witnesses said 
Wednesday. 

A large force of Israeli army 
jeeps entered the West Bank 
town of Yana, south of Hebron, 
and searched more than 30 
homes, questioning their resi- 
dents, witnesses said. 

Israeli police sources said II 
residents were arrested on sus- 
picion of involvement in the 
argument which broke out on 
Sunday between residents and 
Israelis from (he nearby settle- 
ment of Moan. 

Soldiers had raided the vil- 
lage immediately after the inci- 


dent on Sunday, arresting nine 
people, including one man 
wearing blood-stained clothes. 

The aigument broke out 
when a group of Yana residents 
tried to enter Arab land which 
Maon sealers had seized to 
build a read and put up residen- 
tial caravans. 

During the scuffling, a Jewish 
settler, Dov Driban, was shot 
dead when Palestinians wres- 
tled a pistol away from him, and 
a Palestinian was severely 
injured by another settler who 
opened fire with an M16 auto- 
matic rifle, ihe Israeli array said. 

Bui the injured Palestinian 
told Palestinian police that it 
was the second settler who acci- 
dentally killed Driban when he 
opened fire with his M16. 
Hebron police chief Tareq Zaid 


told journalists on Wednesday. 

Mr. Zaid said Palestinian 
police had requested Israel give 
them a copy of the coroners 

report on Driban. 

Israeli police sources said the 
bullet which killed Driban 
came from a pistol not an MI6, 
although tests had not yet been 
done to confirm it came from 
the pistol grabbed by the Pales- 
tinians. 

Mussa Abu Sabha, a Hebron 
delegate to the Palestinian Leg- 
islative Council, blamed Israel 
for the shooting, saying it 
allows Jewish settlers to seize 
land and prevent its Arab own- 
ers from working on iL 

“How- can they let settlers do 
whai (hey want and stop Pales- 
tinian from farming their own 
land," be told journalists. 


Anguish versus optimism: The Kingdom’s privatisation process sparks a nationwide debate 


By Ghadeer Taher 

Special ro the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Mohammad 
Suleiman has been waiting 
for a telephone line for 
nearly 10 years. Today, he is 
optimistic he will finally get 
one as the Jordan Telecom- 
munications Corporation 
(JTC) awaits privatisation. 
He understands little about 
privatisation, but he has 
been told it will be good for 
him and the country. 

But not everyone shares 
his optimism about the 
future. 

For Ahmad, a mid-man- 
agement- employee ar the 
JTC. angst characterises his 
days. In a few months, the 
government-owned JTC 
will sell 40 per cent of its 
shares to a foreign strategic 
partner and he worries 
about losing his job as the 
company adopts new profit- 
oriented policies. 


Both men reflect the 
essence of an ongoing 
nationwide debate about the 
perceived benefits and dis- 
advantages of the govern- 
ment’s controversial and 
much-delayed privatisation 
programme. 

Officials, who say the 
country is still committed to 
a privatisation course which 
began in earnest only three 
years ago, are on the defen- 
sive as accusations of cor- 
ruption, influence peddling 
and risking foreign domina- 
tion of the economy 
increase. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali’s government 
has come under unprece- 
dented criticism from the 
Lower House of Parliament 
for promising to speed up 
privatisation, a key element 
in economic reforms 
launched by the Internation- 
al Monetary Fund in 1989. 

Detractors also cite poten- 


tial massive job layoffs and 
higher prices for services as 
newly-privatised compa- 
nies strive to become lean 
and mean to increase prof- 
its. 

The government, backed 
by numerous examples 
from other countries chart- 
ing the same course, has 
sound arguments to counter 
such claims. But officials 
agree that this government, 
like previous ones, has 
failed to adequately explain 
to the public why and how 
it intends to privatise state- 
owned enterprises. 

“No government in the 
world can tackle the prob- 
lems of poverty, health and 
education and still have 
enough resources to invest 
in rapidly advancing 
telecommunications tech- 
nology, railroads, and other 
industries,” a senior gov- 
ernment official told the 
Jordan Times. 


“We will give leading 
qualified firms and 
investors the opportunity to 
own and operate major eco- 
nomic activities within a 
regulatory framework that 
will limit the government 
role to that of an overseer." 

The government said it 
was considering a proposal 
by parliament’s key finan- 
cial and economic commit- 
tee to establish a state fund 
to receive the multi-million 
dollar proceeds of the sell- 
offs to be used for infra- 
structure and social devel- 
opment projects. The com- 
mittee opposed using the 
money to meet expenditure 
needs. 

Officials involved in the 
privatisation effort say the 
sell-off would generate 
employment by attracting 
much needed foreign direct 
investment (FDT), raising 
the economy’s competi- 
tiveness and helping bolster 


state finances by ending 
subsidies to loss-making 
enterprises. 

Jordan is planning to pri- 
vatise tire Aqaba Railway 
Corporation, the Public 
Transport Company as well 
as two of the three main 
activities of National Elec- 
tricity and Power Company 
(NEPCO) after the passage 
of 1996 Electricity Law 
opened the door for private 
investment in power gener- 
ation. Requests for propos- 
als will be sent to eleven 
qualified international firms 
early this summer for the 
building and operation of a 
275-350 MW plant. On 
Tuesday, the government 
signed a deal with leading 
French Hotel Chain, 
ACCOR, allowing it to 
invest and operate the debt- 
riddled Ma'in Spa Hotel on 

(Continued on page 12) 


Company 

Current Status 

Aqaba 

Railway 

government-owned 

Public 

Transport 

government-owned 

NEPCO 

government-owned 

Jordan 

Telecom 

g ovemment-owned 

RJ 

government-owned 

Jordan 

Cement 

Factories 

49-5% government 
owned 

Ma’in Spa 

government-owned 

Water 

Authority 

government-owned 


Future 


to private operator 


regulatory framework 


to be privatised 


Meiyll Lynch will sell 40% stake 
Create debt-free subsidiary 
for eventual sale to private sector 
Invited international financial and 
legal advisors to submit bids 


advisor on the sale of 33% of 
government share 
Negotiating with French ACOl 
a 20 year lease 


Time 

12 months 

12 months 

18 months 

IS mouths 
S months 


S months 
2 months 


Amman distribution system will be given to 
foreign firm 


June 98 
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U.S. favours keeping sanctions on Iraq 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The United States wiU fight 
“very hard” to maintain sanc- 
tions against Iraq during a 
U.N. Security Council debate 
next week, US. Ambassador 
Bill Richardson said Wednes- 
day. 

The US. decision comes 
despite “progress" made by 
U.N. arms inspectors in get- 
ting access to suspected Iraqi 
weapons sites, he said. 

“It's a mixed bag,” Mr. 
Richardson said on NBC 
teie vision. 


Mr. Richardson predicted 
the United States will face 
“an intense battle, because 
Iraq has a concerted [public 
relations] campaign, and they 
have friends in the Security 
Council." 

The Security Council is set 
to decide April 27 whether to 
lift U.N. sanctions clamped 
on Baghdad for nearly eight 
years. 

Washington insists that 
Baghdad "must prove it has 
destroyed all its weapons of 
mass destruction before sanc- 


tions can be removed. 

On Feb. 23, Iraq signed an 
accord with the U.N. opening 
contested “presidential sites” 
to U.N. disarmament experts 
accompanied by international 
diplomats. 

But in his latest report to 
the Security Council, Richard 
Buder. the head of the UN. 
Special Commission on Iraqi 
disarmament, said there had 
been “virtually no progress” 
in eliminating Iraqi weapons 
of mass destruction in the last 
six months. 


“On the issue of access to 
presidential sites, there is 
progress. The Iraqis did allow 
access,” Mr. Richardson said. 
“They, however, have said 
they will not allow for repeat 
inspections. That’s a prob- 
lem, because we want unfet- 
tered, unlimited access." 

Mr. Richardson also said 
there were “other problems" 
concerning Iraq’s conceal- 
ment of weapons of mass 
destruction including 

anthrax. VX, and ballistic 
missiles. 


‘Wall of suspicion’ still divides 
Iran from U.S. — minister 


TEHRAN (AFP) — A “wall 
of suspicion" still divides Iran 
and the United States. Iranian 
Foreign Minister Kama! 
Kharazi said Wednesday in 
an attack on Washington's 
decision to extend its Persian- 
ianguage radio broadcasts to 
Iran. 

"The w all of suspicion still 
exists between Iran and the 
United Slates and this Ameri- 
can decision is a flagrant 
interference in our domestic 
affairs.” Mr. Kharazi told 
Iranian radio. 

"Our people will not allow 
themselves to be influenced 


by this sort of psychological 
campaign,” he said. 

The U.S. State Department 
announced last Wednesday 
that it planned to boost its Per- 


si an -language broadcasts to 


Iran but denied the move was 
intended to destabilise the 
government of Iranian Presi- 
dent Mohammad Khatami. 

“The purpose of these 
broadcasts is not to beam 
anti-government propaganda 
into Iran.” U.S. State Depart- 
ment spokesman James 
Rubin said. 

“Rather, this new service 
would provide more detailed 


factual reporting on political, 
social and foreign policy 
issues affecting Iran.” 

The Iranian foreign min- 
istry condemned the move 
Sunday saying it “shows 
more and more the contradic- 
tion between the words and 
the actions of American lead- 
ers towards Iran.” 

The controversial proposal 
advocated by the U.S. Con- 
gress comes at an awkward 
time for the U.S. government, 
which is seeking to open up a 
dialogue with Iran that could 
end nearly two decades of 
enmity. 


Somali gunmen decline ransom for aid workers 


MOGADISHU (AFP) — 
Gunmen holding 10 aid work- 
ers hostage in north 
Mogadishu declined a 
S3 2. 000 ransom offered by 
Somali businessmen, saying it 
was too little, a local paper 
reported Wednesday. 

The Bandair newspaper said 
the businessmen offered the 
money to the kidnappers to 
compensate them for expens- 
es they had incurred since the 
abduction of nine foreigners 
and one Somali on April 15. 

The kidnappers have report- 
edly been spending extrava- 
gantly in anticipation of 
receiving a million-dollar ran- 
som they have demanded for 
the release of workers for the 
Red Cross and Red Crescent 


organisations. 

They have been buying 
food and cigarettes on credit 
from a small shop in Karan 
district of north Mogadishu, 
promising to pay when they 
receive die ransom, a busi- 
nessman said. 

"An average gunman 
smokes more than two pack- 
ets of Kenyan-made Sports- 
man cigarettes a day and they 
have been chewing increasing 
amounts of khat since last 
Wednesday." the business- 
man. who asked not to be 
named, told reporters. 

Khai is a mild leafy narcotic 
chewed by Somalis and peo- 
ple in the Gulf. , 

A militia soured 'told AFP' 
that the $32,000 offer had 


divided the kidnappers, with 
some of them willing to 
accept the money and others 
sticking to a previous demand 
for $ 1 00.000 for each hostage. 

In Nairobi, meanwhile, the 
executive director of the U.N. 
Children's Fund (UNICEF). 
Carol Bellamy, on Wednesday 
described the kidnapping as a 
“serious affront to humanitari- 
an action." 

“The incident underlines the 
continuing difficulties faced 
by all humanitarian organisa- 
tions — we are increasingly 
being targeted directly in areas 
where conflict, hostilities and 
insecurity are present." Ms. 
Bellamy told a news confer- 
ence at’ the end of a fivC-day 
visit to east Africa. 


Sudan threatens to end relief deliveries 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — 
Sudan has threatened to with- 
draw permission for the deliv- 
ery of international relief to 
war-affected areas in the south 
if the rebel Sudan People's Lib- 
eration Army (SPLA) contin- 
ues with practices Khartoum 
allege.- are obstructing relief 
operations. 

Sudanese Foreign Minister 
Mustafa Osman Ismail told a 
press conference Tuesday that 
his government had warned on 
issuing the permission early 
this month that it would only be 
temporary if the SPLA attempt- 
ed to utilise it for its own ends. 

'The government will order a 


halt to those relief operations if 
the rebel movement continues 
practices obstructive to the 
relief efforts.” Mr. Ismail told 
the news conference, to which 
he invited foreign ambassadors 
and other diplomats in Khar- 
toum. 

He cited as an example an 
attack he said the SPLA 
launched on the Arab Rizaiqat 
tribe in southern Darfur on 
April 14 in which he said 42 
people were killed and 1 1 oth- 
ers wounded and 5.000 head of 
cattle were looted. 

Mr. Ismail said this kind of 
act would hinder the passage of 
relief from north to south 


Sudan, noting that although 
force weeks had passed since 
relief deliveries were allowed 
international organisations 
were still saying that parts of 
south Sudan were hit by 
famine. 

“We thought that our com- 
mitment to opening corridors 
for relief, our willingness for a 
ceasefire and our endeavours to 
dissuade the border tribes from 
taking revenge would be 
acclaimed worldwide.” Mr. 
Ismail said, referring to com- 
munities on the border between 
foe largely Arab and Muslim 
north and the Christian and ani- 
mist south. 


Algeria urged 
to admit 
envoys 
investigating 
torture 


GENEVA (AFP) — The Unit- 
ed States and the European 
Union upbraided Algeria on 
Wednesday for failing to admit 
UN. envoys investigating 
allegations of summary execu- 
tions and texture during the 
six-year Islamist insurgency. 

British Ambassador Audrey 
Glover said the EU regretted 
that Algeria had given no firm 
commitment or dates for fact- 
finding visits by special rap- 
porteurs working for the U.N. 
human rights commission. 

“We cannot therefore 
remain silent when a United 
Nations member stare.... 
repeatedly refuses to cooperate 
with the special procedures of 
the commission,” she said. 

Algiers "needs to make sub- 
stantive progress on this very 
soon if foe concerns of the 
international community are to 
be allayed and foe very' serious 
allegations of grave human 
right violations are to be dealt 
with." she said. 

Ambassador Nancy Rubin, 
the head of foe U.S. delegation 
to the human rights commis- 
sion, said Washington noted 
with “greai regret” foal foe 
Algerian government had 
refrised to lake such a step 
toward cooperation. 

"The situation in Algeria is a 
tragedy thru concerns us alL” 
Ms. Rubin said. 

“Acts of terrorism there have 
targeted innocent civilians — 
men. women and children — 
killing and maiming 75.000 
people since 1992 when the 
violence began," she said. 

"Two thousand of these 
have occurred in foe last four 
months alone. Others have 
fallen victim to systematic 
rap; and kidnapping." Ms. 
Rubin said. 

Ms. Rubin said Washington 
believed "the terrorist .Aimed 
Islamic Group is clearly 
responsible for most of this 
shocking slaughter." but still 
wanted to determine responsi- 
bility in some cases of vio- 
lence. 



Thousands of Turkish Islamists Wednesday gather oat- 
side Istanbul city hall to protest a court sentence 
against Istanbul Mayor Tayyip Erdogan, who was con- 
victed of inciting hatred in a speech. Demonstrators 
blocked traffic as Mr. Erdogan spoke at a rowdy news 
conference in his office (Reuters photo) 


Turkish Islamists rally 
in show of strength 
against crackdown 


ISTANBUL (AFP) — Some 
ten thousand people took to 
the streets of Istanbul 
Wednesday to protest the 
sentencing’ of the city's 
Islamist mayor, in the 
Islamist movement’s first 
show of strength since foe 
beginning of a crackdown in 
Turkey. 

“Mosques are our barracks, 
the minarets our bayonets, 
the domes our helmets and 
the believers our soldiers,” 
the crowd chanted, repeating 
foe statement for which 
Mayor Recep Tayyip Erdo- 
gan was sentenced to 10 
months in jail on Tuesday. 

“The shadow of politics has 
fallen on the judiciary.” Mr. 
Erdogan told the rally, calling 
for freedom of thought and 
speech in Turkey. 

"I respect our courts, but I 
cannot respect their erro- 
neous decisions.” he added. 
“What matters to me. is the 
decision you have taken [to 
elect me].” 

Traffic was blocked by the 
demonstrators, who carried 
posters protesting the ruling 
and in support of foe mayor. 

"We appeal to the indepen- 
dence of the courts.” Abdul- 
latif Sener. former Turkish 
Finance Minister and dele- 
gate of the new Islamist 
Virtue Party, said in a speech 
before the crowd. 


Mr. Sener called on Turkish 
Prime Minister Mesut Yil- 
maz to "fight together for 
democracy” and expressed 
confidence that the Turkish 
court of appeals would quash 
the conviction. 

A Turkish state security 
court in south-eastern 
Diyarbakir on Tuesday found 
Mr. Erdogan guilty of incite- 
ment to religious hatred and 
sentenced him to 10 months 
in jail, although he remains 
free pending appeal. 

Mr. Erdogan. who has won 
plaudits for his job running 
the historic metropolis, insist- 
ed during his trial that his 
words had been misconstrued 
and he had not intended to 
make “any provocation what- 
soever.” 

If his appeal fails and the 
sentence is upheld, Mr. Erdo- 
gan will be forced to step 
down as mayor and will lose 
the right to stand for election. 

The rally in Istanbul was 
the first of its kind since a 
crackdown in recent months 
against the Islamists. 

There had been no demon- 
strations of this size since the 
banning of the Islamist Wel- 
fare Party by the Turkish con- 
stitutional court in January or 
following the announcement 
in March of a series of gov- 
ernment measures aimed at 
weakening the Islamists. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Iranian parliament adopts 
law on ‘Islamic care’ 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran’s 
parliament adopted legisla- 
tion Wednesday which seeks 
to apply Islamic precepts to 
medical care and would 
allow only female hospital 
employees to provide treat- 
ment to women. The law on 
•Islamic medical care” was 
adopted by a large majority in 
the conserv^ve-dominated 
parliament, foe Majlis, 
despite foe opposition of foe 
government of Iranian Resi- 
dent Mo hamm ad Khatami, 
parliamentary sources said. 


Tbridsh parfiament. : 

probe Ynmaz' finances 


to, 


Yassin to visit Syria as part 
of Arab, I slami c tour 


ANKARA (AFP) — 1 be 
Tfiddsh parliament voted; 
Wednesday to investigate 
Prime Minister Mesut Yit 
maz’s personal finances, a 
move which jeopardises his 
government. Deputies froma" 
left-wing party which usually 
backs Me Yilmaz’s minority 
coalition cabinet from outside 
foe government instead sup- 
ported an opposition motion 
seeking tbe probe. Following, 
foe surprise vote, a parlia- 
mentary committee will be 
set up to investigate Ml Y3- 
maz’s finances, Deputy 
Speaker Yassin Hatipogju 
said 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — The 
founder of foe group Hamas, 
Sbeikfa Ahmad Yassin, is to 
visit Syria soon as part of a 
tour of Arab and Islamic 
states, a party official said 
here Wednesday. “Sheikh 
Yassin will make a tour of 
Arab and Islamic countries, 
and a visit to Syria is planned 
but the date has yet to be 
fixed,” Mohammad Nazzal, a 
member of foe party’s politi- 
cal bureau, told a news con- 
ference here. 


Mortar attack on 
Algerian town kills five 


Rebel Kurd ex-commander 
to appear in court Friday 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Mortar 
sh elling of the Algerian garri- 
son town of Blida. 50 ldtome- 
tres south of Algiers, killed 
five people and injured 
around 40, doctors reported 
Wednesday. The mortar 
rounds were fired late Tues- 
day from the Chrea moun- 
tains above the town, causing 
p anic in areas between foe 
outlying Outed Yakhe and 
the centre of Blida, which is 
of tbe first military region, the 
newspaper La Tribune said. 


DIYARBAKIR (AFP) — A 
former top commander of 
Turkey's separatist Kurdish 
rebels, who was captured in 
northern Iraq last week, is 
expected to appear in court 
Friday, judicial officials said. 
Semdrn SaJdk, former com- 
mander of the separatist Kur- 
dish Labour Party (PKK) in 
southeastern Turkey, was 
captured by Turkish com- 
mandos on April 13 and 
brought to Diyarbakir for 
intenogation- 


Israefi soldier wounded 
in Hizboilah attack 


TYRE (AFP) — An Israeli 
soldier was wounded in 
southern Lebanon on 
Wednesday in a mortar attack 
claimed by Hizboilah militia, 
security sources said- The sol- 
dier was injured when mortar 
rounds fell on an Israeli posi- 
tion known as Radar dose to 
the town of Naqoura, near the 
Israeli-Lebanese bonder, they 
said 


Jordan pushes for movement 


(Continued from page 12) 


> Palestinians^ It. was pot suiprisr 
ing then foat King Hussein 
: wrote a letter of protest to Mr. 
Netanyahu on Friday, only aday 
after meeting with him in EilaL 

The letter, which preceded the 
visits of British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair, and U.S. Defence 
Secretary William Cohen to foe 
region, reflected King Hussein's 
frustration with Mr. Netanyahu’s 
refusal to commit to foe Ameri- 
can proposals for a troop with- 
drawal from 13 per cent of foe 
West Bank at Thursday’s Elat 
talks, officials told tbe Jordan 
Times earlier this week. 

According to various sources, 
the letter which was described as 
“cordial but strong," outlined all 
terms of reference of foe Arab- 
Israeli conflict and all agree- 
ments signed by tbs Jewish State 
with the • Palestinians, and 
warned of the dire consequences 
of failing to move ahead with 
the overdue second redeploy- 
ment. 


King Hussein's letter was pri- 
marily directed against Me 
^Netanyahu, .officials say. Bin- 
analysts’ assert foat King ,Hufs- 
seirl aware of foe deep respect 
he enjoys with Israelis, as well 
as the Jewish state's notoriety fix- 
media leaks, must have also 
been targeting Israeli public 
opinion. 

At this point, Jordan firmly 
places foe blame on Me 
Netanyahu for the continuing 
impasse, officials and analysts 
say. As such, it is bebeved that 
the onus is completely on the 
Israeli government to avert an 
absolute collapse in foe peace 
process which would have 
major repercussions not only on 
Ionian but also on foe entire 
region. 

Meanwhile, analysts say, Jor- 
dan has litde choice but to con- 
tinue its present course of both 
pressing foe Israeli government 
'and ensuring good relations with 
major regfcmal and international 
players so that its peace-making 
role is recognised in foe frame. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 



Thursday! (RW) 

23:50 Amman (Marka Airport 
from Aqaba) (RW) 


J Thursday Programmes 
j 14:10 .. Cartoon — The Adven- 
tures of Dinky Di’s 
J 14:30 Doc. — Tbe Animal Park 

j 15:00 French Programmes. 

! 17:00 I._..NBA 

| 18:00 Drama— The Burned Bridge 

1 19:00 le Journal 

! 19:15 Science Magazine — 
i AJomes Croc has 

1 J9:30 News Headlines 

. 19:35 Comedy — Big Brother 
i Jake 

■ 20:00 Drama — The Great 
i Romances 

| 20:30 Drama — Dr. Quinn, the 
j Medicine Woman 
i 21:10 The Oprah Winfrey 
; Show 

f 22:00 News in English 

j22^0 ...Feature film — "Solo" 

1 23:59 Comedy — Never The 
| Twain 

00 -JO .End of T.X. 


20J0 .The Album Show 

21:10 Drama: "Babijon-5 - 

22:00 .News in English 

22:30 .-..Mini-series; "Socket!" 
(PlUj 

23:10 ..Comedv — The Nannv 
23 JO _ End of TX. 


PRAYER TIMES 


WJ1 — Fajr 

05:54 (Sunrise) Du ha 

12J4„ Dhuhr 

16:12 ‘Asr 

19:14. Mashreb 

2QJS r.Tsha 


CHURCHES 


Church of the Annunciation 
Td. 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation, Swei- 
fieh TeL 5920146 
The Uniat? Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language 
Catholic Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 

892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 

4628052 

The Armenian Catholic 
Church TeL 771331 
The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 775261 


Humidity readings: Amman 
54 per cent. Aqaba 35 per 
cent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


i Friday Programmes 
1 14:10 Cartoon — The Adventures 
* of Teddy Ruxpin 
14:30 Wishbone 


j 15:00 ........French Programmes 

! 17:00 He Shoots. He Scores 

17:30 Doc. — Blue Water 
Dreaming ^ 

18:10 ....... - — -Tarazan 

19:00 .-. Le Journal 

19:15 Educational Programme 
— Alio La Terra 

19:30 News Headlines 

19:35 Comedy — ‘The 

Fresh Prince of Bel-AiT 
20:00 Documentary — Life on 
the Internet 


St, Mary of Nazareth Church 
SweffiefuTcl. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
4632785 

St Joseph Church Tel. 
4624590 

Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
4622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 
4624853/462481 !. 

St, Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 771751. 

Amman International Church 
TeL 865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman TeL 8 1 1 295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints TeL 4654932 
SL John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TeL 5661757 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied fry the Depart- 
ment ,/ Mvtenrvlogy 
Relative cold weather condi- 
tions will prevail, skies partly 
cloudy with a chance of .show- 
ers in the northern and central 
parts of the Kingdom, and 
winds northwesterly moderate 
to active. On Friday, there will 
be a gradual rise uf tempera- 
tures. In Aqaba, it will be fine 
and cloudy, winds northerly 
moderate, and seas calm. 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Fayez Dabbas 
Dr. Adnan Zaghkxil 
De FakherBdbeisj . 

Dr. MazenMbali 

FIras pharmacy 

Ferdows pharmacy .. 
Ai Asema pharmacy . 
Nalroukh pharmacy 

Al Salam pharmacy . 

Yacoub pharmacy 

Shnwisani pharmacy 

Najib pharmaev 

IRBID: 

De Ahmad Qanu 

Al Quds pharmaev ... 
ZARQA: 

Dr. ZuhourAJ Qadi 
Khalifeh pharmacy ... 


759115 

S98I40 

__5522233 
— 83TU35 
...5661912 

778336 

-4637055 

...4623672 

..4636730 

...4644945 

-.4637660 

-.847632 


Public Security DepL....463032 1 Amal Hospital 5674155 

Hotel Complaints 25605800 ZARQA: 

Price Complaints- 3661 176 Zarqa Govl Hospital 

Wiser & Seueracp Ccopbuts 897467 ...(09)983323 

Amman Municipality Com- Zarqa National Hospital 

? S7 1 1 1 „(09)900560 

Telephone Information rdirecro- [bn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

ry assistance i I2i Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

O* erseas Calls 010230 (09)990990 

Central Amman Telephone LRBID: 

Repairs 4623101 Princess Basma Hospital 

Abdali Tel. Repairs .5661101 (02)27*555 

Jordan Television 773111 Greek " Catholic" ~ Hospital 

Radio Jordan — 774 1 i I ( 0 , )" v 7"*" , 75 

Waier Authority -VS0100 Nafe ^ Hospta] 

J. Electricity Authority ...8 1 56 1 5 (02)247 1 00 

Electric Power Co 4636381 AO ABA- 

RJ Flighl Inrornmion_44-53200 ^ Hospitol 

Queen .Mia InU. Airport . 44-53200 (03)3141 1 ] F 


10:25 


10^5 


10:40 ...... 

10^0 

12:40 .... . 

.-Muscat, Dubai (RJ) 
—Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

15^5 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

17-JO 


18:45 


19:10 

Athens (RJ) 


DEPARTURES 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:45 Beirut (RJ) 

07:20 Moscow (RJ) 


20:10 Bangkok, Calcutta (RJ) 

00:10 Lamaca(RH 

0030 Paris (add) (RJ) 

03:15 Abu Dhabi, Al ’ Ain (RJ) 
06 JO Jeddah (add) (RJ) 


11:55 Aqaba, Paris (add) (RJ) 
12:15 . Trims, Casablanca (RJ) 
12:45 Amsterdam, Chicago (RJ) 

12:20 -....Kuwait (RJ) 

13:00 Paris (RJ) 


13-220 

13:20 


London (RJ) 

-Athens (RJ) 


HOSPITALS 


281484 


,...9*36606 
985417 


AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Spe- 
cial Su^sv 5921 199 

The Mamie, AbdJi 5(66131/7 

Hussein Medical Centre Tel. S36S 1 3. 
856S56 

Luznula 4630195 


EMERGENCIES 


Amman 08/18 

Aqaba 17/27 

Deserts 07/22 

Jordan Valley 15/27 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 17. Aqaba 26 


Food Control Centre.....46?71 1 ! 
Cn.il Defence Department .56611 1 1 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue —4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency..... 1 99 
Rescue Fbfce 192. 4621ill.4637777 

Fire Brigade .4617101 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police. 896390 


Khalidi Maternity. 464428 1/6 

Akilch Maternity. — .4642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 4642362 

Malhas. J. Amman. 4636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 56*37071 

Shmeisani Hospital .....5669131 
University Hospital .....5353444 
AJ-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 

Al-Ahli. Abdali -5664 164/6 

Italian. AJ-Muhajreen 777101/3 

Al-Bashir. -...775 1 1 1/26 

Army. Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5602240(50 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This inlormation is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian iRJ» informa- 
tion department at the Queen 
Alia International Airport Tel. 
(44)53200 where it should 
always be verified. 

Information on other flights are 
supplied on phone 44 (52700) or 
44(53250). 


Other Fli ght s 

WHH) Riyadh (SV) 

14:10 Muscat Abu Dhabi (GF) 

15:10 Shariqah(AH) 

15:40 Doha (QR) 

16:00 Dubai (EK) 

19:00 ...Paris (AF) 

20:25 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

21:10 .... — London (BA) 


19:00 ...Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

20^0 Laraaca (RJ) 

21:10 .Cairo (RJ) 

21:20 Jeddah (RJJ 


00L30 JKuala Lumpur, Jakarta (RJ) 
01 JO Jeddah (add) (RJ) 


21:10 - .Beirut (ME) 

21:40 Cairo (MS) 

23:20 Istanbul (TK) 

25:35 .Lamaca (CY) 


Other Flights 

06^15 — Istanbul (TK) 

07:00 .Frankfort (LH) 

08:20 London (BA) 

08:45 Beirut (MB) 

14:30 Riyadh (SV) 


1 ) 

01:15 .-Amsterdam, Beirut (KL) 
03:00 — — -.Rome (AZ) 


arrivals 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

O^ 1 ^ — — Sanaa (RJ) 

10:05 Dhahran. Riyadh (RJ) 

10:15 - — New Delhi (RJ) 


Royal Wings (RW) 

(For Thursday and Friday) 
10--20 Aqaba (arriving at QAIA 

and proceeding to Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

20--20 .Tel Aviv (QAIA— 

cm Friday (RW) 

22:35 Tel Aviv (QAIA — on 


15:00 Abu Dhabi (GF) 

16:00 .^Annabah. Algiers (AH) 

16:30 ..Doha (QR) 

17:00 -.Damascus, Dubai (EK) 

21:10 Tel Aviv (LY) 

22:40 Cairo (MS) 

02:15 Amsterdam <KL) 

04d)0 -Rome(AZ) 


Royal Wings 

(For Hmreday and Friday) 
08:00 Aqaba (from Marka Ai^ 
port) (RW) 

20*45 Tel Aviv (from QAIA 
on Thursday only) (RW) 

21:30 Aqaba (from QAL^ flW? 
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Man arrested for 
abusing wife, children 


. By Rana Hussein! 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Police said on 
Wednesday they arrested a 
33-year-old father suspected 
of abusing seven of his eight 
children and his wife. 

The children, aged 
between four and nine, suf- 
fered firom bites and abra- 
sions and bruises on various 
p arts of their bodies caused 
by an electrical cord and 
blunt objects, police surgeon 
Hani Jahshan told the Iordan 
Tunes. 

*The children, who woo 
admitted to the Family Pro- 
tection Unit on Tuesday, 
were in a miserable situation, 
wearing dirty and tom 
clothes,” he added. 

The 28-year-old mother 
was also examined by Dc 
Jahshan. 

“The woman had four- 
week-old bruises and scars 
left by biting when I exam- 
ined her on Wednesday” he 
said. “She told me that her 
husband had beaten her up.” 
According to Hussein 
Saifaan. head of the Family 
Protection Unit police 
received a phone call from an 
unidentified citizen inform- 
ing them about several chil- 
dren who had been left in a 
house for almost two weeks 
without any family care. 

“We went to the house and 
found all seven children sit- 
ting cm a bed in poor condi- 
tion.” Dr. Sarhan said. 

The father; who has denied 
charges that be tortured his 
children, is currently in 
police custody pending fur- 
ther investigations, he aided. 

“The man kicked his wife 
out of the house after a fight 
four weeks ago. leaving the 
children without care since,” 
he said. 


Police apprehend 
abused chBd’s father 

In a separate incident 
Wednesday, police appre- 
hended the father of an dghi- 
y ear-old girl who on Mon- 
day sought refuge at the 
Family Protection Unit with 
faun scars all over her body, 
Dt Sarfaan said. 

The child, who lived with 
her father and stepmother in 
AJ Hussein Refugee Camp, 
told the police surgeon that 
her dad had whipped berand 
placed hot objects on differ- 
ent parts of her body. 

The girl, identified as 
Abeer, said she fled the 
bouse and beaded to seek 
help from her mother; who 
had re-married and lives in 
7arga. 

“The father confessed to 
torturing his daughter to take 
revenge on his wife for their 
failed marriage.” Dr. Sarhan 
said. 

Both fathers involved in 
the separate cases have been 
transferred to the criminal 
prosecution for further ques- 
tioning. 

Dr Sarhan said police 
were still looking for an 
unidentified man who 
allegedly took a two-year- 
old child to foe Municipality 
Garden and attempted to 
sexually assault him five 
days ago. 

‘The child was brought to 
us by a citizen who was 
walking near die area and 
saw die man undressing foe 
child,” Dr Sarhan said. 

The citizen had a fight with 
foe man before the latter fled, 
leaving foe child behind. 

The unit was established 
recently to deal with victims 
of domestic violence. It oper- 
ates under foe Public Securi- 
ty Department. 


Jordan to observe 

Mfemati'onal Book Day 

•• . . • . . . • • 

with cultural programme 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Ministry of Culture and Youth 
has prepared a cultural pro- 
gramme to mark 
“International Book and Pub- 
lishing Rights Day,” which 
Jordan observes today, 
according to a ministry offi- 
cial. 

Secretary General Mah- 
moud Tal on Wednesday said 
the ministry is keen on expos- 
ing Jordan’s cultural heritage 
as well as protecting foe rights 
of authors and foe work of 
creative people and artists. A 
modem copy rights law was 
enacted in 1992 for this pur- 
pose, he added 

By observing foe day, which 
is sponsored at foe wodd level 
by the United Nations Educa- 
tional, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO). 
Jordan can project its role and 
the artivities it conducts as an 
active organisation member, 
said Dr. TaL 

Jordan has always respected 
internationally recognised 
principles and rules concern- 
ing the protection of the rights 
of authors and foe right of 
publishing with a view to pro- 
moting and encouraging cre- 
ativity and excellence, he 
added 

Dr. Tal said the ministry car- 


ries out activities to promote 
culture in different parts of 
Jordan and gives particular 
attention to traditional handi- 
crafts, theatre, children’s 
songs and foe nation's cultural 
heritage in general 

Mohammad Abbadi, acting 
director of foe national library, 
Wednesday said his depart- 
ment gives due attention to 
raising cultural awareness by 
circulating books to all public 
libraries, clubs and other asso- 
ciations. 

The national library, he 
added, is concerned with col- 
lecting manuscripts, docu- 
mentaries, periodicals and 
other tools of cultural her- 
itage. It also supervises the 
work of public libraries and 
organises seminars and con- 
ferences related to library 
work as well as bock exhibi- 
tions in Jordan and abroad. 

At present. Ml Abbadi said, 
the national library contains 

75.000 books and reference 
materials in addition to 420 
specialised documents, 

400.000 photos, 200 maga- 
zines and periodicals in Eng- 
lish arid Arabic on the work of 
Jordanian writers and all foe 
editions of the Official 
Gazette since it began pub- 
lishing in 1923. 


^ 0 * 


UJhat’s Going On 


SCANDINAVIAN 
■ FILM WEEK 

* Swedish film ‘The Brothers 
Uonhean” (with subtitles in 
English) at the Royal Cultural 

Came on Saturday, April 25, ai 

7:00 pm 

FILMS 

* Spanish film “Montoyas y 
Ttantos" a Instirmo Cfervames, 
Jabal Amman on Thursday at 
'5:00 pm 

* “Jurassic Park” at the Amer- 
ican Center, Abdotm on Thurs- 
day at 5:00 pm 

* The Other Face of foe 
Form” (in English) about artist 
Nicolas de Stael (with commen- 
tary in Arabic by Dl Mazen 
Asfbor) at Darat AI Rinun, Jabal 
jWabdeh on Thursday at 600 
pm 

* “My name is Bendi Brecht 
|— Exile in USA” (with subtitles 

iin German') at the Uni vasiiy of 


Jordan on Saturday, April 25, ar, 
1:00 pm 

CONCERT 

* Classical music concert by 
tiie Austrian boys choir “Die 
Sangerknaben vom Wiener- 

waldf* (the Boys Choir from die 
Vienna Woods) at the Royal 
Cultural Centre at 8:00 pm 

exhibitions 

* Art exhibition ai the 
AhHyyah School for Girls. Jabal 
Amman (TeL 4624S72), until 
April 25. 

* Works by Yassin AI 
Mohammadawi ar foe Orient 
GaBay, Shmeisani (TeL 
5681303/4), until May 7. 

+ Photographic exhibition 
entitled “A Tbur in foe Dead 
Sea" by Jaussen and Savignac ar 
die Froicfa Cultural Centre, until 
April 3<X 


Jordan, Ibnisia issue call to advance peace process 

Higher joint committee meeting in Tunis ends with free trade agreement 


TUNIS (Petra) — Jordan and 
Tunisia Wednesday called for 
efforts to be made to remove 
obstacles impeding the peace 
process, particularly on the 
Israeli-Palestinian track. 

The two countries made die 
call in a joint communique 
issued at foe end of a two-day 
meeting in Tunis by foe Joint 
Jordanian Tunisian Higher 
Committee, which was co- 
chaired by Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majaii and his 
Tunisian counterpart Haraed 
Qarawj. 

They also emphasised the 
need for all parries to be com- 
mitted to the implementation 
of signed agreements in order 
to achieve a just and compre- 
hensive peace in accordance 


with U.N. Security Council 
Resolutions 242 oral 33S. 

In the communique, foe 
two sides demanded a fiill 
Israeli withdrawal from foe 
occupied Syrian Golan 
Heights and foe resumption 
of Syrian-Israeli negotiations, 
as well as a complete Israeli 
withdrawal firom southern 
Lebanon in implementation 
of U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 425. 

Jordan and Tunisia called 
for efforts to develop and 
consolidate joint Arab action, 
strengthen the .Arab League 
and its various agencies and 
promote inter- Arab solidarity. 

The communique said the 
joint committee rev iewed foe 
situation in the Middle East 


and called on foe sponsors of 
foe peace process, foe Euro- 
pean Union, the non-aligned 
nations, foe U.N. and world 
organisations to lend Nippon 
to foe peace process to ensure 
that Israel respects the 
requirements of peace based 
on foe exchange of land for 
peace and implements its 
agreements with .Arab parties. 

The two sides announced 
their resolve to provide all 
possible economic and politi- 
cal backing to foe Palestinian 
people. 

Referring to Iraq, the com- 
munique welcomed foe 
Baghdad-U.N. agreement 
and expressed hope that it 
would lead to foe lifting of 
sanctions imposed on Iraq 


since 1990 and end foe suffer- 
ing of the Iraqi people. 

the two sides also called 
for foe lifting of sanctions on 
the Libyan people, especially 
since Libya has now 
expressed its readiness to 
reach a peaceful settlement to 
foe Lockerbie problem. 

They voiced support for foe 
United .Arab Emirates in its 
quest to regain ownership of 
the three islands in foe Gulf 
occupied by Iran, calling for a 
peaceful solution to foe prob- 
lem through foe International 
Court of Justice. 

The two sides reaffirmed 
the importance of foe 
Barcelona Declaration. 
v. hich paves foe way for 
European- Arab association 


and cooperation in political, 
economic, social and security 
fields. 

Jordan and Tunisia 
reviewed questions of com- 
mon concern and expressed 
foeir desire to further promote 
economic and trade coopera- 
tion. 

According to the commu- 
nique. the two countries 
decided to gradually create a 
free trade zone for their 
national products. To achieve 
this objective, they signed an 
agreement on setting up a 

free trade zone. 

The two countries decided 
to give priority to imports 
firom each other, coordinate 
economic matters and 
increase foe volume of trade 


to reach S50 million annually 
by the year 2000. 

Jordan and Tunisia also 
passed decisions on promot- 
ing cooperation between 
businesspeople and industri- 
alists from foe two countries, 
cooperating in foe fields of 
investment, agriculture, civil 
aviation, land, and maritime 
and air transport, increasing 
cooperation in tourism, and 
executing cultural agree- 
ments. 

They agreed to sign a proto- 
col on sports and youth and io 
cooperate in foe fields of 
security, foe judiciary', health 
information, administrative 
development, social affairs 
and vocational training. 



Die Saengerknaben vom Wienerwald 


Austrian boys choir to perform in Amman 


By Jean-Clande Elias 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Under foe patronage of Her 
Majesty Queen Noor, foe Austrian boys 
choir “Die Sangerknaben vom Wienerwald” 
(literally, foe Boys Choir from foe Vienna 
Woods) will perform today at foe Royal 
Cultural, Centre. _ . ,, 

The concert, which is being presented as’ 
as entertainment show for foe whole family, 
is in support of the SOS Children’s Village 
Association of Jordan. 

The ensemble is the perfect ambassador 
of foe Viennese choir tradition. With a 
repertoire that covers Joseph Strauss. 
Johann Strauss, Franz Lehar. Franz Schu- 
bert and Ludwig Gruber, among other com- 
posers, foe “Boys from the Woods” are 
bound to delight all lovers of choral music 


in Amman. 

The choir was originally founded in 1921 
by Stanislaus Marusczyk in Maria Enzer- 
dorf. near Modling. The young boys usual- 
ly join the choir at the early age of seven or 
eight, and follow a three-year music course. 
They give an average of 50 concerts every 
year. 

In 1996, on the occasion of the 75th 
anniversary of its foundation, foe ensemble 
made its very' successful J4th concert tour 
of Japan, where it has- been performing 
since 1968. 

Fresh, dear voices and lovely, catchy 
melodies are the trademarks of foe Boys 
Choir. The singers remain young children 
before all. They love to sing and play on 
stage. Sharing their feelings and their love 
for music with the audience is what they 
like most. 


PPD chief, foreign Arabic daily 
engaging in heated public debate 


By Alia Shukri Hamzeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Months of 
tension between foe Press 
and Publications Depart- 
ment (PPD) and foe Lon- 
don-based Arabic daily AI 
Hayat have turned into an 
open tug-of-war, with a 
local newspaper providing 
a forum for bitter 
exchanges. 

AI Arab AI Yawm Arabic 
daily ran an article Tues- 
day by PPD Director Bilal 
Tal criticising AI Hayat ’s 
chief editor. Jihad Khazen, 
for a column he wrote last 
week slamming' an alleged 
crackdown on press free- 
doms since he took over in 
November. 

Mr. Khazen, one of foe 
Arab World’s veteran jour- 
nalists, claimed that Mr. 
Tal had banned around 35 
copies of AI Hayat from 
entering Jordan over the 
past five months, com- 
pared to less than 25 
copies that were not 
authorised to enter the 
Kingdom in foe previous 
ten years. 

He also charged Mr. Tal 
of becoming “more royal 
than His Majesty King 
Hussein” in his endeav- 
ours to safeguard govern- 
ment measures taken to 
protect Jordan and its 
democracy and freedoms. 

Mr. Khazen also 
expressed surprise with 
the PPD’s recent hard-line 
approach toward AI Hayat, 
explaining that the paper’s 
editorial policy concern- 
ing Jordan has always 
been consistent. 

“The only thing that 
changed is that Mr. Tal has 
become head of the PPD.” 
Mr. Khazen wrote. 


Mr. Khazen reviewed the 
peace treaty Jordan signed 
with Israel and concluded 
that Jordan had suffered 
more than gained. “Jor- 
dan’s economy worsened 
and Hamas leader Khaled 
Misha’al survived an 
assassination attempt by 
Mossad agents." he added. 

“How can Mr. Tal deal 
with such issues? Does he 
think that by banning peo- 
ple from writing on crucial 
issues that they will even- 
tually disappear?” 

Mr. Tal responded in a 
letter to Mr. Khazen, pub- 
lished in AI Arab AI 
Yawm, that he was sur- 
prised with foe conclu- 
sions and assumptions of 
Mr. Khazen, saying “he 
has obviously assumed foe 
role of a consultant to Jor- 
dan, forgetting at foe same 
time the long history of 
foe Jordanian leadership’s 
good judgement and wis- 
dom.” 

Mr. Tal criticised Mr. 
Khazen s role as chief edi- 
tor of AI Hayat and said 
that he should always 
make sure that his paper 
reports foe truth. 

“The number of editions 
confiscated by PPD as 
stated in Mr. Khazen’s 
article is completely false 
and baseless. In fact, foe 
number 35 in foe past five 
months is highly exagger- 
ated ” he said, refraining at 
the same time from pro- 
viding a figure. 

He also said his depart- 
ment did not confiscate AI 
Hayat editions because it 
felt like doing so or want- 
ed to restrict freedom of 
expression, but because it 
found certain articles in 
the paper that violated the 
Press and Publications 


Law. 

“We respect and call for 
freedom of expression but 
we do not allow foe publi- 
cation of certain items that 
are lacking truth and 
objectivity, especially if 
they do not reflect foe true 
position or foe true image 
of Jordan.” he said. 

“In foe end, the law has 
to prevail, and we will 
make sure it will, especial- 
ly if it stops papers from 
publishing false informa- 
tion in the name of free- 
dom of expression." 

Many journalists claim 
that foe PPD has tightened 
its grip over local and for- 
eign reporters in the past 
year and confiscated many 
international editions of 
foreign newspapers. 

The PPD denies such 
claims, saying that it is 
acting within the limits of 
foe law. 

The government issued a 
temporary press law last 
May which foe High Court 
found '’unconstitutional" 
and annulled several 
months later. 

The law was condemned 
and described by the press 
as well as human rights 
advocaies as restrictive to 
freedom of expression. 

It had extended the list 
of issues forbidden to be 
reported in -the press, 
increased fines for viola- 
tions of the law from a 
maximum of JD6.000 in 
the original law to a maxi- 
mum of JD50.000 in the 
temporary law. placed 
tough conditions for 
employing chief editors, 
and raised capital require- 
ment of dailies and week- 
lies. forcing over 13 
tabloids to close down. 


Court sentences man to four 
years for weapons possession 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Tones Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The State Secu- 
rity Court Wednesday sen- 
tenced a 34-year-old man to 
four years in prison with hard 
labour after he was found 
guilty of attempting to manu- 
facture explosives and possess- 
ing illegal weapons. 

Ismat Shukri was originally 
charged with smuggling 
w eapons to the West Bank and 
plotting subversive acts, but foe 
court decided to amend the 
charges. 

The military court, presided 
over by Judge Yousef Fa'ouri 
and including Judges Ahmad 
Avash and Fawaz Boqour. first 
sentenced Mn Shukri to seven 
and one-half years with hard 
labour but commuted foe sen- 
tence "because foe defendant 
has no criminal record and 
supports a family.” 

“We exported the court to 
acquit our clients, since foe tes- 


timonies of foe explosive 
experts were contradictory," 
Attorney Saleh Armouti, one 
of three attorneys defending 
the suspect, told the Jordan 
Tunes. 

Attorneys Sal am Shunar. 
Islam Elian, and Armouti said 
they were planning to appeal 
foe verdict at foe Court of Cas- 
sation. 

“We do not believe that there 
was a case against our client to 
start with." Any. Armouti 
added. 

The court heard several pros- 
ecution and defence witnesses 
during the five-month trial, 
including an explosives expert 
called by the defence who tes- 
tified that the substance foe 
authorities found on Mr 
Shukri could not be detonated. 

Two other defendants, Ali 
Abdul Karim and Mohammad 
Muharak. both tried in absen- 
tia. were each sentenced to 15- 
year imprisonment terms with 
hard labour. 


Mr. Shukri testified in court 
thai he owned machine guns 
because he was a member of a 
radical Palestinian group until 
1991 and that foe hand- 
grenade the authorities seized 
from his house was “in fact a 
piece of a s mall metal box 
shaped like a grenade that 1 
found in foe street and gave to 
my children to play with as a 
toy.” 

The prosecution charged foal 
foe arms and the handgrenade. 
which w’as filled with potassi- 
um nitrate, were intended for 
terrorist attacks. 

Several prosecution witness- 
es testified under oath that they 
found automatic weapons and 
explosives in the defendant’s 
house and in a suitcase, which 
the prosecution charged 
belonged to Mr. Shukri. hidden 
in foe Zara area near the Dead 
sea. 

State Prosecutor Samih 
Majaii had asked foe court for 
the maximum penalty. 


Former justice reiterates charges 
that judiciary lacks independence 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The former 
chief of the Higher Judicial 
Council Farouq Kilani. who 
was removed from office by 
fellow judges on Feb. 23. 
Tuesday reiterated his charges 
that foe government interferes 
in the affairs of foe judicial 
branch. 

“The judiciary will never be 
independent as long as we 
hat e ministers and influential 
officials interfering in cases at 
courts." Judge Kilani said in a 
lecture at foe Arab Forum. 

The Higher Judicial Coun- 
ciL acting upon a recommen- 
dation by Minister of Justice 
Riyad Shakaa. toted unani- 
mously to retire Judge Kilani 
who was then foe Council’s 
president and bead of foe 
Court of Cassation. 

According to foe Indepen- 
dence of the Judiciary Law, the 
minister has a right to recom- 
mend the retirement of any 
judge. 

In March, the minister 
explained that he had no per- 
sonal reasons for recommend- 
ing foe retirement of Judge 
Kilani but rather his decision 
was “dictated by the interest of 
foe judiciary in a manner that 


would ensure harmony and 
security for all those who work 
in foe justice system.” 

But Judge Kilani, who was 
appointed by Mr. Shakaa, said 
his retirement, was related to 
his fight against corrupt 
judges, which he said was 
blessed by His Majesty King 
Hussein but opposed by foe 
minister. 

“I was not against any judge. 
I only investigated cases that 
were referred to me by foe 
anti-corruption department [at 
foe General Intelligence 
Department] about corrupt 
judges, and I gave a memo to 
foe King including foe names 
of judges our investigations 
proved were corrupt and the 
King signed it." Judge Kilani 
noted. 

Judge Kilani asked an audi- 
ence of attorneys, judges and 
former judges: "How can 
judges rule fairly if they are 
subjected to threats of being 
removed if they rule in a way 
certain officials do not like?” 

He charged that he was 
removed barause there was a 
contention in foe government 
that he played a role in over- 
turning the controversial tem- 
porary amendments to the 
1993 Press and Publications 
Law. 


“1 only wrote my opinion in 
foe press case, but did not sign 
it because I was promoted to 
another post The judges of foe 
High Court of Justice, who 
took the final decision, fol- 
lowed my recommendation,” 
Judge Kilani said. 

In January, the High Court 
of Justice revoked the amend- 
ments to foe law. which forced 
1 3 newspapers to fold, on the 
ground foal their enactment in 
May 1997 was unconstitution- 
al. 

Judge Kilani cited a speech 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan made at the 
Judicial Institute, in which the 
Prince emphasised foe impor- 
tance of the judicial indepen- 
dence. 

“Prince Hassan sees the 
independence of the judiciary 
as having political and social 
dimensions beyond its legal 
dimensions,” be said. 

He quoted Prince Hassan as 
saying: “Judicial indepen- 
dence is granted by the Consti- 
tution. A judge should resist 
any pressures to which he/she 
may be subjected. Responding 
to interference makes the judi- 
ciary lose its independence." 

"But still, ministers interfere 
in any case that is seen in 
courts .” Judge Kilani charged. 


Islamic organisation expresses 
interest in developing ties with Jordan 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
secretary general of the 
Islamic Educational. Scien- 
tific and Cultural Organisa- 
tion (ISESCO), Abdul Aziz 
Tweijri, met Wednesday with 
Acting Prime Minister 
Abdullah Ensour and voiced 
the organisation’s interest in 
further developing coopera- 
tion with Jordan. 

Dr. Tweijri said the organi- 
sation aims to serve its mem- 
ber countries, contribute to 
the development of culture, 
education and science in 
Islamic states, open a dia- 
logue with other w’orid cul- 
tures. and present foe true 
image of Islam. 

Dr. Ensour and foe 
ISESCO secretary general 


reviewed scopes of coopera- 
tion between foe organisation 
and Jordan in cultural fields, 
as well as joint activities. 

The acting prime minister 
expressed Jordan’s apprecia- 
tion of ISESCO’s role in 
serving foe interests of Islam- 
ic countries, strengthening 
relations among them and 
spearheading campaigns 
designed to rectify miscon- 
ceptions about Islam in the 


world at large. 

Dr. Ensour also commend- 
ed ISESCO for its achieve- 
ments at other levels, in par- 
ticular for building bridges of 
understanding and coopera- 
tion among Islamic coun- 
tries. 

He added that Jordan was 
grateful to Muslim nations, 
particularly Saudi Arabia, for 
ISESCO s programmes and 
activities. 
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4 World News 


Yeltsin to meet parliament 


speakers on eve of vote 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
President Boris Yeltsin 
stood firm in his support for 
interim Premier Sergei 
Kiriyenko Wednesday, rul- 
ing out a compromise can- 
didate despite agreeing to 
llth-hour crisis talks with 
parliamentary leaders. 

The Communist Party, 
which opposes Mr. 
Kiriyenko, meanwhile said 
it would demand a roll call 
vote Friday. In theory, this 
hurts the Kremlin's chances 
of winning approval for the 
young technocrat to run the 
government. 

Mr. Yeltsin is to meet 
State Duma lower house 
speaker Gennady 

Seleznyov and his 
Federation Council upper 
house counterpart Yegor 
Stroyev on the eve of 
Friday’s decisive, third- 
round vote on Mr. 
Kiriyenko’s confirmation as 
premier. 

The talks will centre on 
the Duma's vote on Mr. 
Kiriyenko, Mr. Stroyev was 
cited by ITAR-TASS as 
saying, when deputies face 
the choice of either con- 
firming Mr. Yeltsin's nomi- 
nee or seeing their chamber 
dissolved and fresh elec- 
tions called. 

But the Kremlin moved to 
scotch suggestions the 
meeting signalled Mr. 
Yeltsin had softened his 
position and was prepared 
to dump the young techno- 
crat he plucked from semi- 
obscurity last month. 

“The position of the 
Russian president on the 
candidacy of Sergei 
Kiriyenko as prime minister 
is definitive and cannot be 


changed." said a Kremlin 
statement cited by Interfax. 

Mr. Kiriyenko. who gar- 
nered just 143 and 115 
votes in the Duma on the 
two previous rounds of vot- 
ing. needs 226 votes in the 
450-seat lower house to 
secure confirmation. 

Communist Party leader 
Gennady Zyuganov said the 
Communist Party will 
demand an open ballot at 
Friday’s vote. Interfax. 

Mr. Kiriyenko was humil- 
iated in a similar roll call 
ballot in a second confirma- 
tion vote last Friday, which 
stiffened party discipline 
and made it more difficult 
for the Kremlin to buy 
votes. 

He polled just 115 votes 
compared to the 143 he gar- 
nered on the first round, 
well below the 226 votes he 
needs to pass. 

Wednesday's develop- 
ments came amid increas- 
ing signs that deputies 
would back Mr. Kiriyenko, 
despite the vehement oppo- 
sition of Communists who 
dominate the lower cham- 
ber. 

“Ninety- nine per cent of 
deputies from ray faction 
will vote for Kiriyenko.” 
said ultranationalist leader 
Vladimir Zhirinovsky, 
whose party voted against 
Mr. Yeltsin’s protege last 
Friday. 

“We will vote for a secret 
ballot, and that means 
Kiriyenko could get 230 
votes." he added. Analysts 
said last week's roll call 
vote stiffened party disci- 
pline and prevented the 
Kremlin from vote-buying. 

Moscow Echo radio 


reported that a majority of 
regional governors, who sit 
in the upper house 
Federation Council, were 
against dissolution and said 
that deputies should vote 
for Mr. Kiriyenko. 

Vasily Starodubtsev. gov- 
ernor of Tula region. 200 
kilometres south of 
Moscow, said: “One should 
not tell the Duma what it 
should do. but it should take 
such a decision (.to back 
Kiriyenko). which will 
avoid a political crisis.” 

Communist leader 

Zyuganov, marking the 
anniversary of Lenin's birth 
at the revolutionary leader's 
Red Square mausoleum, 
insisted he would “con- 
vince” a special meeting of 
his party's central commit- 
tee Thursday “to vore 
against Sergei Kiriyenko," 
ITAR-TASS reported. 

However, the leader of the 
People's Power faction, 
hitherto allied with the 
Communists against Mr. 
Kiriyenko, Tuesday called 
for deputies to approve the 
candidate to stave off disso- 
lution. 

Try to seek a compromise 
with Mr. Yeltsin to avoid 
the costly dissolution of 
parliament which neither 
side really wants. 

“You will find out that the 
Duma will not be dis- 
solved.” Mr. Stroyev, who 
with Mr. Seleznyov is a 
perennial mediators 

between Russia's feuding 
and Duma 
ITAR-TASS 


president 
deputies, 
reported. 

Mr. Seleznyov said he 
would ask Mr. Yeltsin to 
personally present Mr. 


Kiriyenko’s candidacy, 
adding: “1 am going to ask 
the president to allow Mr. 
Kiriyenko to lift a comer of 
the veil surrounding the 
composition of the govern- 
ment 

“Deputies want to know 
who is going lo apply the 
government’s programme 
and who from the previous 
government will not be in 
the new one. 

“Moreover. I am going to 
ask the president that the 
Duma be kept informed of 
plans for the (Russian con- 
trolled) Kuril Islands.” 
which are at the centre of a 
territorial - dispute with 
Japan. 

The upper house mean- 
while plays host to Mr. 
Kiriyenko Wednesday to 
put questions to the candi- 
date about his government 
programme, already twice 
rejected by the lower house. 

Mr. Yeltsin met the two 
speakers soon after the 
political crisis erupted in 
Moscow on March 23. 
when the Russian president 
sacked the previous govern- 
ment and appointed the lit- 
tle-known Kiriyenko to 
draw up a new cabinet. 

The talks yielded a round- 
table with all Russia's polit- 
ical leaders to discuss the 
stand-off between president 
and parliament over Mr. 
Kiriyenko. though Mr. 
Yeltsin conceded little. 

The stand-off between 
president and parliament 
has threatened the most 
explosive showdown in 
Moscow since Mr. Yeltsin 
sent tanks to crush a parlia- 
mentary uprising in 
October 1993. 


Britain defends decision to accept 


Georgian nuclear material 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Britain's Labour govern- 
ment Wednesday sought to 
justify its decision to 
accept enriched uranium 
from Georgia for repro- 
cessing in Scotland as a 
means of preventing it 
falling into the wrong 
hands. 

Faced with a public out- 
cry from environmental- 
ists and some politicians, 
over the deal and the 
secrecy surrounding iL 
Foreign Secretary Robin 
Cook said there would be 
no more consignments of 
the kind. 

He told BBC radio: “We 
understand that this is the 
last such consignment 
around the countries of the 
former Soviet Union, and 
this is the end of the 


story. 

A total of 5.1 kilos of 
uranium, including 800 
grammes of waste fuel, 
will be flown in American 
transport aircraft from the 
ex-Soviet state on April 27 
to the Dounreav nuclear 
complex in Scotland. 

Media reports of the 
“secret deal" between 
Britain and U.S. President 
Bill Clinton to take the 
material have led to calls 
on Prime Minister Tony 
Blair to pledge that 

“Britain will not be the 
final repository for 

Georgian nuclear waste dr 
nuclear waste from any 
other country.” 

Alex Salmon. the 

Scottish National Party 

leader, accused Mr. Blair 
of “prostituting Scotland 
as a world nuclear dustbin 
to curry* favour with the 
Clinton administration.” 


A number of Labour 
MPs were also reported to 
have expressed concern 
about Britain being seen as 
a “soft touch” for the 
dumping of nuclear waste. 

But Mr. Cook justified 
the government ’s decision 
to reprocess the uranium 
as intended to prevent it 
falling into the wrong 
hands. 

He said the United States 
was accepting some 600 
kgs from former states of 
the Soviet Union. “We 
(Britain) are accepting in 
this case five kilos.” 

Mr. Cook said the mater- 
ial in question was not 
highly radioactive, but 
was highly explosive and 
of weapons grade material. 

It was in a country’ which 
had a major civil war. “It 
cannot for safety be left, 
be maintained properly 
where it is at risk. If it 
went into wrong hands, 
and Georgia is not that far 
away from the Middle 
East, then it can pose a real 
danger." he added. 

“If we’re looking at the 
risk, then if this material 
was to be used in a nuclear 
weapon in the Middle 
East. Britain and Europe 
would get far more than 
one per cent of the 
radioactive fall-out, so 

taking one per cent (of the 
material) isn’t a bad bar- 
gain from our point of 
view." 

Private experts have said 
that the material in the 
Tbilisi reactor could be 
used by a skilled atomic 
bomb maker to make a 
one-kilotonne nuclear 
device — equivalent to 
1 ,000 tonnes of dynamite. 


A Downing Street 
spokesman said that the 
decision to accept the 
shipment reflected safety 
considerations. Britain's 
“strong commitment to the 
nuclear non-proliferation 
regime” and a desire to 
“avoid the possibility of it 
being misused in any 
way.” 

But he acknowledged 
that the government had 
kept quiet about the deal 
for security reasons. “For 
obvious reasons the move- 
ment of this sort of stuff is 
kept confidential." 

Mr. Cook said Lhat most 
of the material would be 
turned into medically used 
isotopes for the treatment 
of cancer patients. 

But doubts have been 
raised about Britain's 
capacities for treating the 
irradiated uranium. 

Nuclear Installations 
Inspectorate senior site 
inspector Frances Taylor 
said the Dounreav com- 
plex was capable of stor- 
ing the nuclear material, 
but that it would have to 
develop a proper safety 
case for the further repro- 
cessing of the fuel. 

“They have various 
plants that would be avail- 
able on time, but aL the 
moment we are still wait- 
ing for the revised safety 
case for these plants and 
they are considering 
upgrades to them at the 
moment,” Mr. Taylor said. 

“Dounreay can store it 
safely for the time being. 
Once it’s on site we will 
discuss with them in detail 
what they are going to do 
with it." 


Army uncovers hidden heroin 
factories in Golden Triangle 


ON (AFP) — 
aar army units on 
ing up operations” 
: Golden Triangle 
of northeast Shan 
lave uncovered nine 
heroin refineries, 
said Wednesday, 
itate-run New Light 
yanmar newspaper 
iops stumbled across 
ndestme drug facto- 


ry near Muse township on 
the Sino-Myanmar border, 
about 720 kilometres 
northeast of Yangon. 

The report said they 
seized one kilogramme of 
heroin, 140 kilogrammes of 
opium, 22.5 kilogrammes 
of raw opium and hundreds 
of gallons, of chemicals 
used to refine opium into 
heroin. 


Three more factories — 
some still functioning — 
were also found in the area. 

Further south in the town 
of Kutkai, five old and 
abandoned refineries were 
found by another army 
patrol. 

The paper said the 
refineries were uncovered 
between March 23 and 
April 7. 


Burundi 
says 34 
die in 
rebel 
clashes 


BUJUMBURA <R) — At 
least 34 people were killed 
in Burundi late last week 
during an army operation 
south of Bujumbura, a 
defence ministry spokes- 
man said Wednesday. 

.Army spokesman Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Isaie Nibizi 
said 30 rebels, two soldiers 
and two civilians were 
killed in a two-day opera- 
tion which began last 
Thursday in the Dama 
River valley. 60 kilometres 
south of the capital. 

‘The military was on 
patrol and ran into a group 
of assailants. There was an 
exchange of fire and 30 
rebels and two of our sol- 
diers were killed." Lt. Col. 
Nibizi said, adding that the 
two civilians killed had 
been patrolling the area 
with troops. 

The report could not be 
independently confirmed. 

More than 150.000 peo- 
ple have been killed in 
Burundi since the assassi- 
nation of the country’s first 
democratically elected pre- 
sident in 1993 sparked a 


war 


five 

the 

the 


low-scale civil 
between Tutsi troops and 
Hutu rebels. 

Ll Col. Nibizi said sol- 
diers had recovered 
Kalashnikov rifles in 
operation, and added 
area had been calm since. 

He said rebels were still 
entrenched in Bujumbura- 
Rurale — the province sur- 
rounding the capital — but 
the army had nor recently 
made contact with them. 

Aid workers and local 
officials say 20.000 civil- 
ians are displaced in Isaie 
Commune, about 20 kilo- 
metres east of Bujumbura, 
due to rebel activity in the 


area. 

Ll. Col. Nibizi said 
another large group of 
civilians had been dis- 
placed in Mubimbi Com- 
mune. aboui 20 kilometres 
northeast of the capital, but 
said he had no other 
details. 
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Chief of staff General Anatoly Kvashnin (right) welcomes Supreme Allied 
Commander for Europe General Wesley Clark to a top level meeting in Moscow. 
Defence Minister Igor Sergeyev failed to show up for the meeting with NATO’s top 
general Wednesday, as planned, and Russian officers said it was because their chief 
was ‘busy’ (Reuters photo) 


Russian defence minister in snub 


to NATO military chief Clark 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
Russian Defence Minister 
Igor Sergeyev Wednesday 
snubbed visiting NATO 
military chief General 
Wesley Clark, cancelling a 
planned meeting between 
the two. 

Although Russian offi- 
cials played down the 
rebuff. Gen. Clark had 
wanted to raise a number 
of issues in person with the 
Russian defence minister 
during his brief two-day 
visit to the Russian capital. 
NATO sources said. 

However, the chief of the 
Russian defence staff 
General Anatoly 


Kvashnin, denied the 
Russian side had agreed to 
a face-to-face meeting 
between the two men. 

“We didn't have any- 
thing planned,” Gen. 
Kvashnin told reporters 
after a brief meeting with 
Gen. Clark at the defence 
ministry in central 
Moscow. 

“It was foreseen in the 
original programme but 
when the final programme 
was drawn up it was 
dropped." he said. 

‘The minister has a 
packed agenda. He has 
been ordered by the presi- 
dent (Boris Yeltsin) to 


attend the Federation 
Council where several 
bills are under examina- 
tion.” said Gen. Kvashnin. 

Gen. Clark, the four-star 
U.S. general who is NATO 
supreme allied comman- 
der-Europe, is due to leave 
Russia later Wednesday. 

He was in Moscow for 
talks with Russian officials 
about deepening defence 
cooperation, notably with- 
in the Partnership for 
Peace which offers closer 
militaiy cooperation 
between the Western 
defence alliance while 
stopping short of member- 
ship. 


Rwanda t$ 



genocide 


executions 


KIGALI (R) — The first 33 
Rwandans convicted for tile 
genocide of an estimated 
800.000 people in 1994 will 
be executed in public 
Friday, state radio said 
Wednesday. 

It said t he executions 
would be carried out at 
Kigali's soccer stadium atid 
in four provincial lowhs in 
the tiny central African 
country. 

“It has been decided that 
die first 33 . genocide con- 
victs will be executed. In 
public this Friday at 10 a.m. 
(0800 GMT),” radio 
Rwanda said, quoting a 
communique from a special 
cabinet meeting held 
Monday. 

“This will act as a lesson 
to people who do not respect 
the life of others,” it said. 
The radio broadcast the gov- 
ernment’s warning against 
Hutu militiamen “still bent 
on pursuing genocide.” 

It said President Pasteur 


Geneva closes Onassis 
kidnapping case 


GENEVA iR) — A 
Geneva prosecutor has 
ruled there was no plot to 
kidnap Athena Roussel, 
sole heir to the S3 billion 
fortune of Greek shipping 
Tycoon Aristotle Onassis. 
the investigating judge 
said Wednesday. 

Prosecutor Jean-Lcuis 
Crochet ruled that suspi- 
cious acts by Israeli agents 
who followed and pho- 
tographed ihe 13-year-old 
and her security entourage 
last year was in fact a 
“security audit.” according 
to the investigating magis- 
trate. Jacques Delieutraz. 

Greek trustees of 
Athina's fortune told a 
news conference in Athens 
last November that they 
had hired private Israeli 
investigators to secretly 


check on her security 
around her home in west- 
ern Switzerland and else- 
where. 

Athina's father and legal 
guardian. Frenchman 
Thierry Roussel who filed 
a complaint last year, has 
appealed against the ruling 
to a higher Geneva court, 
according to the judge. 

Disclosure of the alleged 
plot, uncovered by Geneva 
police in February 1997. 
has brought into the open 
a bitter legal battle 
between the flamboyant 
Roussel and the four other 
trustees, all Greek, who 
jointly manage the girl's 
fortune. 

“Crochet has closed the 
case. He said the file 
showed that the bizarre 
behaviour did not consti- 


tute preparatory acts to 
commit a crime, as had 
been believed,” Mr. 
Delieutraz told Reuters. 

“The idea was a security 
audit, but they used dis- 
proportionate methods 
which went beyond an 
audit.” he added “There 
were slippages. There 
were lies.” 

Dismissal means that 
international arrest war- 
rants issued by Mr. 
Delieutraz against six 
Israelis on suspicion of 
attempted kidnapping and 
preparatory acts to commit 
a crime are withdrawn, 
according to the magis- 
trate. Three suspects — an 
Israeli, a Swiss and an 
American — were briefly 
detained in Geneva and in 
Milan. 


Bizimungu turned down a 
request for amnesty at 
Monday's cabinet meeting 
which also amended the law 
to allow the executions to be 
held in public. 

The means of execution 
and the identity of those to 
be killed were not immedi- 
ately known. 

Rwanda began its geno- 
cide trials in December 
1996 and has condemned 
scores of people to death for 
playing active parts in the 
three-month genocide by 
Hutu extremists. 

An estimated S00.000 eth- 
nic Tutsis and moderate 
Hums were killed in the 
genocide, which ended 
when the former Hum gov- 
ernment was driven from 
power by rebel forces. 

Rwanda's- prisons- are 
packed with about 130.000 
prisoners — overwhelming- 
ly Hums — awaiting trial 
for the genocide. 

The radio said originally 
34 genocide convicts were 
due to be executed but one 
had died in prison. 

It listed the five execution 
sites as Nyamirambo soccer 
stadium in Kigali, Nyamata 
in Kigali province, 
Murambi in northeastern 
Umutara, Gikongoro in the 
south and Cyasemakamba 
in the east. 

Official sources said the 
public executions were 
meant to discourage the 
ongoing armed Hum insur- 
gency. 

Survivors have . com- 
plained about the slow pace 
at which both Rwanda’s 
judiciary and the interna- 
tional cr iminal tribunal for 
Rwanda, based in Tanzania, 
are processing the trials of 
genocide suspects. 


Deposed Cambodian prince says 
return dependent upon safety 


SIEM REAR Cambodia 
(AFP) — Deposed 
Cambodian leader Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh said 
Wednesday he would only 
return permanently when 
international observers 
could monitor the safety of 
his supporters for elections 
in July. 

The prince said after an 
audience with his father. 
King Norodom Sihanouk, 
in this northern city that he 
was concerned about his 
supporters. 

“It is up to me but 1 
expressed to his majesty, 
the king, that up to now 
some countries are worried 
that I am not back and cam- 
paigning. 1 am not worried 
about myself, but I have to 
be worried about my sup- 
porters. for their security," 
he said. 

“I am asking that (more) 
long-time observers be sent 
then I will be able .to 
stay,” 

Prince Ranariddh, making 
just his second brief visit 
home since his ouster last 
year, said the king support- 
ed his request and appealed 
to other nations, noting that 


serious concerns had been 
raised about political intim- 
idation and violence. 

Nearly 100 of the prince's 
supporters have been mur- 
dered since he was ousted, 
according to human rights 
workers' 

"Observers should be sent 
as soon as possible, not 
only to Phnom Penh but 
also to provinces, districts 
and communes” the prince 
said, adding that only with 
additional monitors could 
the election be "reasonably 
free and fair.” 

He stressed, however, that 
he was not suggesting a 
return to 1992-1993 when 
nearly 20,000 United 

Nations personnel organ- 
ised and ran elections that 
his party* narrowly won. 

The prince did not say 
exactly how many 

observers he thought were 
necessary*, but it was clear 
he did nor feel the current 
seven U.N. seven observers 
monitoring the safety of 
opposition politicians was 
sufficient. The number of 
U.N. safety monitors is 
expected to increase to 15 
soon and will be supple- 


mented by an estimated 350 
U.N.-coordinated monitors 
who will be looking specif- 
ically at the July 26 polls. 

Most of the "short term" 
monitors are not scheduled 
to arrive in Cambodia until 
shortly before July 26. 

The international commu- 
nity is pushing for the 
prince to be allowed to par- 
ticipate in polls but has 
been slow to pick up on the 
calls for observers. 

Instead, it has put much 
of its weight behind a 
Japanese-sponsored peace 
plan aimed at ensuring the 
vote is free and fair by 
allowing the prince to stand 
in the election. 

However, only one step in 
the four- point plan — a par- 
don clearing two criminal 
convictions against the 
prince by a military court in 
early March — has yet to 
be completed. 

Prince Ranariddh, who 
arrived earlier Wednesday 
and is to return to Bangkok 
Friday, said the discussions 
with his father had been 
very cordial. 

"I feel of course very 
moved about being back 


today and. in particular, 
very moved that today I got 
to pay homage to his 
majesty, the king," he said 
after the audience. 

On his arrival, the prince 
said only the king bad the 
moral authority to push for 
free and fair elections. 

“Only his majesty, the 
king, has the ability to help 
in achieving the elections.” 
Prince Ranariddh said. “He 
is the guarantor of peace, 
democracy and human 
rights.” 

“I want his majesty the 
king to find national recon- 
ciliation and democracy 
and (free and fair) elec- 
tions.’’ 

At a later rally ar the 
headquarters of his royals 
FUNCCNPEC party. Prince 
Ranariddh -reaffirmed his 
comments to about 300 
supporters. 

“I know people do not 
want to hear fighting,” he 
said. “They want pea* 
under the cool shade of hi? 
majesty, the king. If tve 
continue to take revenge 
against each other, it ww 
only mean more suffering 
for the people.” 
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Indonesian not police clash with thousands of students gathered from five West Java universities, at Padjadjaran 
University in Jatraangor. At least 23 students were injured in the clashes as students across the country continue to 
denounce the government and President Suharto, who they blame for the current economic crisis (Reuters photo) 


Indonesian students brush off 
warnings against keeping up rallies 


JAKARTA (AFP) — 
Thousands of Indonesian 
students have shrugged off 
repealed warnings from the 
authorities against keeping 
up protest rallies across the 
country, as 13 more people 
were hurt in a clash in Java, 
reports said Wednesday. 

And their ranks are being 
swelled by increasing num- 
bers of people demanding 
urgent economic and polit- 
ical reforms, since the 


• *.-i a:- 

almost daily rallies started 

rot 

in February. 

Huiu a - 

Tuesday students and 

:r-.?n fc 

security’ forces clashed 

• 

leaving seven students and 

r-'ifl' • 

,six sepufrty staff, injured in 

.- :: i .’<■•}) 

fighting outside Bandung 

• r'-'idmt 

. ; Islamic. University in West 

. .jun: c 

Java as the authorities tried 


to stop students from 

„ : •‘ r uaL 

marching on the streets, the 


reports said. 


The clash in Bandung, 
ISO kilometres east of 
Jakarta, followed a gather- 
ing of up to 1,000 students 
from various universities at 
the Islamic University, the 
Kompas daily said. 

About 2.000 students 
also gathered at the 
Bandung Institute of 
Technology for an anti-vio- 
lence demonstration. 


In the East Java provin- 
cial capital of Surabaya, 
about 1.000 women were 
allowed after much hag- 
gling to march briefly in 
the streets from the 
Airlangga University, 
Kompas said. 

The group which includ- 
ed students, lecturers as 
well as Catholic nuns, 
nurses, housewives, facto- 
ry workers and even a 
number of prostitutes, 
demanded urgent reforms 
and lower prices of essen- 
tial goods, the Jakarta Post 
said. 

“We women were among 
die first to suffer from the 
crisis. The price of milk for 
our children increased,' 
even sanitary napkins are 
more expensive now,” one 
activist was quoted as say- 
ing by the daily. 

Women dominated many 
of the rallies Tuesday as the 
day coincided with the 
local heroine day com- 
memorating the birth of 
national hero Raden Ajeng 
Kartini, a pioneer for 
women’s rights at the turn 
of the century. 

Demonstrations, predom- 
inantly attended by 
women, were also held at 


Jakarta’s Pancasila 

University, at the Indonesia 
Institute of Technology in 
nearby Serpong, West Java, 
and at the Hasanuddin 
University in 

Ujungpandang, South 
Sulawesi. 

Kompas said female lec- 
turers and wives of civil 
servants joined some 
10.000 students demon- 
strating at the state Gajah 
Mada University in the 
central Javan town of 
Yogyakarta Tuesday. 

TTiousands of students in 
the capital also gathered at 
Mercu Buana University, 
owned by President 
Suharto's half-brother 
Probosutedjo. ' at Sahid 
University and a f the 

Jayabaya University'. 

Fifteen students, frustrat- 
ed by Home Affairs 
Minister Hartono’s refusal 
to give them a straight 
answer during a govern- 
ment-sponsored meeting 
with students here Tuesday, 
walked out. 

“We want you. sir, to give 
direct and concrete 
answers.” the Media 

Indonesia daily quoted a 
studeni from South 

Sulawesi’s provincial capi- 


tal of Ujungpandang. 
Ilham, as saying. 

“It is better that you hear 
my explanations out first. 
Do nor just interrupt.” said 
the minister. 

Thousands of students 
from dozens of universities 
have rejected state-spon- 
sored talks, the first of 
which were held with 15 
cabinet ministers last 
weekend, and expressed 
doubt about the govern- 
ment’s sincerity in carrying 
out sweeping reforms. 

In Surabaya, some 500 
members of the Indonesian 
Muslim Students 

Movement gathered at the 
Sunan Ampel Islamic 
Institute to perform a mock 
funeral prayer for what 
they said was the demise of 
President Suharto’s three 
decades of rule. 

Mr. Suharto came to 
power in 1966 after found- 
ing President Sukarno gave 
him full power to reestab- 
lish order following a coup 
attempt the previous year. 

Mr. Suharto became act- 
ing president in 1967 and 
president the following 
year. In March he was 
reappointed to a seventh 
five-year term. 


Sri Lanka panel orders 
prosecutions after rights probe 


COLOMBO (AJFP) — A 
high-powered panel in 
Sri Lanka has found that 
16 out the 765 people 
reported missing in the 
island's embattled north- 
ern Jaffna Peninsula have 
been killed, the govern- 
ment said Wednesday. 

A five-member team 
investigating disappear- 
ances of minority Tamils 
following the military "s 
capture of the Jaffna 
Peninsula from Tamil 
Tiger rebels in December 
1995 recommended sev- 
eral prosecutions. 

“The number of people 
alleged to have been 
killed after arrest was 
16,” the panel said in a 
report to President 


Chandrika Kumaratunga 
who appointed them in 
November 1996 amid 
international criticism of 
rights abuses. 

The panel received 
2,621 complaints of dis- 
appearances relating to 
the cases of 765 men and 
women out of which 201 
people were traced as 
either having been 
released or remanded in 
custody. 

The team bad 30 sit- 
tings in Jaffna receiving 
evidence from civilians, 
non-governmental organ- 
isation and members of 
parliament. It was the 
first such hearing in 
Jaffna since the security 
forces captured the 


region from the 
Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE). 

The panel recommend- 
ed that police investigate 
25 cases with a view to 
prosecute the offenders 
while another 134 com- 
plaints needed further 
probing to identify the 
culprits. 

The one-page summary 
released by the govern- 
ment Wednesday did not 
identify the persons to be 
prosecuted but officials 
said members of the 
security forces and police 
were likely to be named 
in a final report. 

The panel also found 
there was insufficient 
evidence to proceed 


investigating 219 com- 
plaints7 

Cases relating to the 
disappearances of 145 
people could not be 
investigated as com- 
plainants did not respond 
io a summons to give evi- 
dence and in the cases of 
the remaining 25 the let- 
ters sent to complainants 
were returned due to 
incorrect addresses, the 
panel said. 

The U.S. ambassador to 
the United Nations, Bill 
Richardson, who visited 
Colombo last week said 
much needed to be done 
to protect human rights in 
Sri Lanka but he was 
convinced the situation 
was improving. 
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Japan Communists call for 
anti-Hashimoto coalition 


TOKYO (R) — A senior 
member of the Japan 
Communist Parry rJCP) 
said Wednesday his party 
was willing to’join forces 
temporarily with other 
opposition parties to topple 
Prime Minister Ryu taro 
Hashimoio’s government. 

As new opinion polls 
showed Mr. Hashimoco’s 
popularity falling to a 
record low since his elec- 
tion in 1996, Kazuo Shii. 
head of the JCP secretariat 
and number two in the 
party, said the prime minis- 
ter had mismanaged the 
economy and must go. 

“The Japan Communist 
parry is strongly demanding 
that Prime Minister 
Hashimoto step down and 
that the lower house tof par- 
liament) be dissolved 
immediately to pave the 
way for general elections." 
Mr. Shii said. 

His call came amid 
mounting attacks on the 
prime minister from the 
media, big business and the 
opposition for his handling 
of the economy. 


Separate polls published 
Wednesday b> three major 
news organisations — die 
Yomiuri Shimbun, Kyodo 
and the Tokyo Shimbun — 
all showed the prime minis- 
ter’s support falling by sev- 
eral percentage points to a 
record low in the past 
month. 

Kyodo and the Tokyo 
Shimbun put his support at 
37.1 per cent while the 
Yomiuri poll showed sup- 
port of only 31 per cent. 

The polls gave Mr. 
Hashimoio’s administration 
low marks on leadership, 
handling of the economy, 
and trustworthiness. 

To counter the ruling lib- 
eral democratic party's eco- 
nomic recovery package 
that is heavy on public 
works projects and tempo- 
rary tax cuts. Mr. Shii had a 
sweeping alternative plan. 

The key to reviving the 
economy, he said, was a cut 
in the consumption tax to 
three per cent from the cur- 
rent five per cent. 

“I believe opposition par- 
ties should get together and 


unite to press the govern- 
ment to reduce the con- 
sumption tax rate as an 
immediate way of stimulat- 
ing the economy.” Mr. Shii 
told reporters. 

He said reducing the con- 
sumption tax back to the 
three per cent it u-as until 
April 1997 would effective- 
ly generate five trillion yen 
($38.1 billion) in consumer 
spending. 

"It’ll have enormous 
effects in restoring con- 
sumer confidence," Mr. Shii 
said. “And unlike the 
income tax cut that the 
prime minister introduced, 
this would not go into sav- 
ings.” 

Mr. Shii was referring to 
four trillion yen in income 
and other tax cuts recently 
announced by Mr. 
Hashimoto. 

The Communist blueprint 
for recovery calls for a roll- 
back in health fees and for 
emergency loans for small- 
and medium-sized firms to 
tide them over a current liq- 
uidity crunch crisis. 

The JCP. once a far left 


fringe group, has moderated 
many of its policies since 
the end of the cold war and 
doubled the number of its 
seats to 26 in 1996 lower 
house polls that elected Mr. 
Hashimoto’s LDP. 

In the decisive 500-seat 
lower house, the LDP has 
261 seats with the next 
biggest grouping an alliance 
of the democratic party, rhe 
good governance party, the 
amity party and the democ- 
ratic reform party with 96 
seats. 

Other seats are spread 
among splintered opposi- 
tion groups. 

"Vtfe have considerable 
differences, but in the cur- 
rent political circumstances, 
we w'ould (ike to build a 
coalition with opposition 
parties in order to drive the 
Hashimoto government to 
resign, dissolve parliament 
and hold general elections.” 
Mr. Shii said. 

Under the current sched- 
ule, upper house elections 
are planned for July and 
lower house polls are not 
due until 2000. 


U.N. 

prosecutor 
4 persuaded 9 
Karadzic 
will get to 
trial 


SARAJEVO i. AFP) — The 
chief prosecutor of the UJM.'s 
war crimes tribunal said 
Wednesday she was 
"absolutely persuaded" that 
Radovan Karadzic will go to 
The Hague for trial, and hope- 
fully by the end of this month; 

“I am absolutely persuaded, 
and I think there's every bit of 


evidence to suggest, that Mr. 


Karadzic will be tried in The 
Hague,” said Louise Arbour 
of the International Criminal 
Tribunal for the former 
Yugoslavia (ICTY'). 

She added that she “pas- 
sionately shared” High 
Representative Carlos 
Westendorp’s wish to see the 
Bosnian Serb wartime leader 
— twice indicted for war 
crimes. crimes against 
humanity and genocide — 
sent to The Hague, where the 
ICTY' is based, by the end of 
this month. 

Ms. Arbour has been in 
Bosnia-Heraegovina for three 
days, notably meeting offi- 
cials in the Serb entity of 
Republika Srpska and 
inspecting a mass grave site 
near Srebrenica, scene of the 
worst massacre of the 1992- 
95 war. 

The Canadian judge also 
withdrew an attack she made 
earlier this year on France, 
whose NATO contingent she 
accused of failing to catch 
war crimes suspects in areas 
of Bosnia they oversee which 
includes Mr. Karadzic’s Pale 
stronghold just east of 
Sarajevo. 

“I no longer have any basis 
to be particularly alarmed 
with respect to the level of 
cooperation we can expect 
from France in every 
respect,” she told a press con- 
ference. 


Riot police deploy in force ahead 
of Zimbabwe student protests 


; >-v 




HARARE (AFP) — 
Hundreds of riot police in 
full anti-riot gear were 
deployed Wednesday ahead 
of a planned inarch in 
Zimbabwe’s capital Harare 
by students protesting 
against the privatisation of 
campus services. 

Scores of heavily aimed 
police sealed off the coun- 
try’s main University of 
Zimbabwe, while many 
others were posted along 
main roads leading from 
the campus into the city 


centre. 

The main and central 
park, Africa Unity Square, 
where most protest gather- 
ings take place, was closed 
off to the public, local peo- 
ple found. 

■‘Workers and students are 
boycotting work and class- 
es in opposition to the pri- 
vatisation of the accommo- 
dation and catering services 
department,” a source at the 
campus told AFP. 

Abour 8.000 students who 
live on campus, together 


with some 600 university 
staff, were holding a meet- 
ing Wednesday morning. 

University sources 
expressed fear that die pri- 
vatisation of the accommo- 
dation and catering depart- 
ment would lead to a price 
hike, without necessarily 
bringing any improvement 
in services. 

Moreover, Tumours mak- 
ing the rounds of the cam- 
pus held that the render ro 
run the department may be 
awarded to a company 


owned by the first lady. 
Grace Mugabe, wife of 
President Robert Mugabe. 

Although the department 
has not been efficient, there 
has been strong resistance 
by students and workers to 
the proposal that it should 
be run by a private compa- 
ny, but university’ authori- 
ties are fording ahead with 
such a plan, due to come 
into effect in August. 

One source said that 
opponents of privatisation 
would prefer that the affect- 


ed service "continue to be 
run by the university, but 
(authorities should) 

improve on the manage- 
ment and stop the pilfering, 
and negotiate with suppli- 
ers for competitive prices 
of food and other materials 
needed.” 

President Robert 

Mugabe’s government has 
this year faced several 
social protests over eco- 
nomic policies and hard- 
ship. some of which have 
led to bloodshed. 


Serbian security force 
build-up in western Kosovo 


PRISTINA. Yugoslavia 
(AFP) — Substantial Serbian 
security forces were deployed 
in western Kosovo 
Wednesday, local Albanian 
sources said, prompting fears 
that an assault on nearby vil- 
lages was imminent 

The Albanian-run Kosovo 
Information Centre (K1C) said 
that an array convoy drove 
through the town of Decani 
Wednesday ar 7:30 am local 
time (0530 GMT) and conjiii- 
ued towards a village called 
Bab aloe. 

Quoting sources from the 
province’s main Albanian 
party, the Kosovo Democratic 
League (LDK). the informa- 
tion centre said that Serbian 
police set up check-points in 
the village Wednesday. 

“Serbian authorities are con- 
tinuing its preparations for a 
massive attack against vil- 
lages around Decani,” some 
70 kilometres west of the 
provincial capital Pristina, the 
KIC said. 

The KIC said the villages 
around Decani have an almost 
exclusively .Albanian popula- 


tion “after Serb inhabitants 
left the region under the orders 
of the regime.” Babaloc has 
1,600 Albanians. 

Tuesday, Yugoslav army 
troops moved into the area 
and south of Pec. 20 kilome- 
tres north of Decani, soldiers 
have dug in positions, local 
Albanian and Serbian sources 
said 

Last month Serbian security- 
units mounted a major crack- 
,c^pyvn I ^su^)ected Albanian., 
separatists, killing at least 80 
people including many 
women and children. 

The operation was prompt- 
ed by a series of attacks on 
Serbian police and other tar- 
gets in the Serbian province 
and claimed by a shadowy 
armed Albanian group, the 
Kosovo Liberation Army. 

Kosovo’s ethnic Albanian 
majority is demanding inde- 
pendent* from Belgrade, or 
for an upgraded state of auton- 
omy equal to the republic sta- 
tus of Serbia and Montenegro, 
which now- make the federal 
Yugoslavia. Belgrade revoked 
Kosovo’s autonomy in 19S9. 


This latest reported build-up 
might be in response to a 
series of incidents in the urea 
which borders neighbouring 
Albania. Official Serb sources 
have reported exchanges of 
fire between Yugoslav troops 
and Albanian "terrorists" 
allegedly smuggling weapons 
over the border, and an attack 
on a refugee camp in the area 
sheltering Serb families who 
left Albania in the early 1990s. 

Over the weekend. Serbian 
officials said the camp in 
which 123 Serb families live 
was attacked by an' armed 
group, though no injuries 
were reported. 

Albanian officials did not 
confirm the report but said 
that Albanians in the area 
were "seeking ways to organ- 
ise themselves in the face of a 
possible Serb attack." 

Belgrade has come under 
international pressure to open 
a dialogue with leaders of 
Kosovo’s ethnic Albanians in 
an effort to avert what some 
fear could be another Balkan 
conflict that might drag in 
neighbouring countries. 



TRUST INTERNATIONAL TRANSPORT CO. 


Modem Buses - Conditioned - Video Monitor - Special Services . 
Daijy Trips from Amman, Irbid to Nazareth, Haifa. 

Tel Aviv & Sheik Hussein Bridge in addition 
special line from Aaaba to Eilat . 


Departure from Amman : 


Amman - Tel Aviv 
Amman - Nazareth - Haifa 


7:00 am. 
7:45 am. 


Departure from Irbid : 


Irbid - Nazareth & Haifa 


9: 1 5 am. 



Departure from Tel Aviv : 


Tel Aviv - Amman & Irbid 
Haifa - Amman & Irbid 
Nazareth - Amman & Irbid 


2:30 pm. 
2:15 pm. 
3:45 pm.. 


Departure Stations : 


Tel Aviv : Central Station - 4th Floor 
Haifa : Nazareth Transport & Tourism Co. 
Nazareth : Nazareth Transport & Tourism Co. 
Amman : 7th Circle, near the Royal Jordanian 
City Terminal ( I ). 

Irbid : Trust Co. Office, Infront of Irbid 
Mayor 



Booking : 81 3427 / 81 3428 
Irbid Branch : 02-251878 
Sheik Hussein Bridge Branch : 0798^257 
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Contradicting signals 


AT A time of increased hope following 
British Prime Minister Tony Blair's invita- 
tion to host talks between Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat and Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu in London next 
month with the aim of breaking the 15- 
month impasse in the peace process, the 
Israeli leader is busy wooing Moledet, an 
extremist right-wing party, to join his gov- 
ernment. 

The political and ideological platform of 
Moledet, which is based on the rejection of 
any withdrawal from what it considers 
Eretz Israel, is familiar to all. The party is 
also known for its notorious call for the 
expulsion of all Arabs from historical 
Palestine. There is no doubt that such an 
extremist party would not join the 
Netanyahu government without extricating 
a price from him including a faithful and 
iron-clad commitment to its own ideological 
objectives. Under this pessimistic scenario, 
Netanyahu's hands would be further tied 
and he would not be able to deliver any- 
thing on May 4, when the London meeting 
is scheduled to take place. 

Bringing Moledet into his coalition gov- 
ernment does not tally with Netanyahu’s 
contention that he has to rein in all the 
ultra-religious and hard line parties already 
in his government before he agrees to the 
projected Israeli redepolyment and tbe fmai 
status talks. The Israeli leader struck a note 
of optimism at the conclusion of his talks 
with his British counterpart this week when 
he said that while he did not want to raise 
expectations about the London peace talks, 
“we all want to surprise ourselves and the 
world.” Joining hands with Moledet is cer- 
tainly a surprise, though not a pleasant one. 

Just a few days ago, Netanyahu said he 
would “go anywhere” for a breakthrough 
with Palestinians. Sounding so desperate to 
end the stalemate in the peace process is at 
odds with joining forces with Moledet. 
There is an inherent contradiction in 
Netanyahu’s purported commitment to 
making peace with the Palestinians (and 
indeed all Arabs), and signing a deal with 
Moledet. How Netanyahu plans to carry out 
the overdue second troop withdrawal from 
the West Bank with an added right-wing 
group on board is beyond comprehension. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AI Ra'i's Ibrahim Absi Wednesday was pessimistic 
about the upcoming meeting in London between the 
Israelis and the Palestinians under British sponsorship 
saying that it will not bear any fruit. What can a meet- 
ing in London achieve away from the occupied territo- 
ries and from the problems that have been irking the 
world community, asked die writer. Benyamin 
Netanyahu has perhaps suggested the London meeting 
in May as a way to escape the requirements of peace 
and as a way to delay the implementation of the Oslo 
Accords, added the writer. It is regrettable to see 
Netanyahu once again able to deceive the world and to 
hoodwink the Europeans and the Americans into 
believing that he is oriented towards peace. Absi said, it 
is regrettable, he added, to see the Americans, the 
Europeans and the world community at large trusting 
Netanyahu and putting faith in his lies at a time when 
they realise that the man is insincere and will not 
respond to the Palestinians* demands as provided for in 

the Oslo agreement concerning the release of 
Palestinians, redeployment of the Israeli forces and 
allowing the Palestinians to open the airport and the sea 
port of Gaza among other requirements for the attain- 
ment of peace. 


Al Dustour’s Mohammad Daoud commented on the 
numerous conferences, seminars and other meetings 
being held in Jordan saying that the country has become 
saturated with such meetings but little is done to put 
their recommendations and resolutions into practice. 
The aim of any meeting, he said, is to reach consensus 
on solutions before they can be applied to help solve an 
existing problem. For instance, much has been said 
about crime and perhaps more seminars and confer- 
ences will be held to discuss the causes of crime which 
have been on the increase lately in Jordan, noted the 
writer. He said participants in such conferences are cer- 
tain to attribute a great deal of the crimes to economic 
and social unrest, unemployment, economic recession, 
poverty and the presence of non-Jordanian workers in 
the Kingdom. But what is important for the public. Absi 
stressed*! is to see the government heeding the resolu- 
tions and the recommendations of such meetings and 
coming up with proper mechanisms to deal with the 
chronic issue. 


View from Academia 


Dr. Ahmad Y. Majdoubeh 


Influencing emerging global governance 


I HAD both the pleasure and honour a couple of days ago 
to attend a round-table discussion held on the campus of 
the University of Jordan (UJ) on the important question of 
Gorbachev's compelling (though obvious enough) asser- 
tions that since globalisation (a process which is potential- 
ly positive, in his view) is inevitable, the big challenge (for 
everyone) is to have an impact on the shape of things, 
rather than go with the flow, thus preventing certain world 
powers from reaping the advantages for themselves. 
There is a need to think of positive, effective ways of influ- 
encing the emerging global governance. 

The Jordanian panelists had a good deal to say. and intel- 
ligently, both about the challenges and threats posed by the 
new era as well as about what needs to be done (though 
more was said about the former than the latter). The basic 
assumption is that we as Jordanians. Arabs and Muslims 
have no problem in principle with globalisation. As 
Professor Farhan (a Muslim thinker) stressed, globalisa- 
tion and Islam go hand in hand. He cited the famous verse 
in the Koran which stresses that all “mankind” is the off- 
spring of one father and mother but (though brothers and 
sisters) are nonetheless diverse: the verse calls on them to 
become acquainted (and to live and let live, one may add). 
This is the bottom-line idea in global isation. The problem 
we have is with the precise form and structure of the new 
world order. 

While all welcomed the idea of a global order based on 
equity, justice, and respect of the roles and rights of all, 
many reservations were voiced, mainly about the potential 
hegemony of Western powers, especially the U.S. Many 
cannot but see the emerging order as unipolar. There are 
serious fears regarding the lot of smaller nations, regarding 
the erosion of indigenous cultures as a result of the fast- 
spreading Western values, regarding the threat posed by 
communication technologies (which are disseminators of 
Western values), regarding the widening gap between the 
haves and have-nots. etc. 

The dialogue, in the opinion of all attending, was both 
important and fruitful, though ways and means of pursuing 
it further (as some participants demanded) need to be 
worked out. 

The importance of the timely seminar (it could not have 
come at a better time indeed) goes wav beyond what went 
on in it. The new millennium is fast approaching, globali- 
sation is happening already, and we seem already to be in 
the new era. The question is: Are we prepared? What have 
we done? 

It became apparent from the seminar, and (more general- 
ly) from what we say about the subject in our daily con- 
versations and from what we read and hear in the media, 
that we in this pan of the world need to urgently answer 
two questions (for other nations have either already 
answered them or are working hard on answers): A) Can 
we actually play a role in the new era? B) How do we get 
involved? 

We, it seems, need to answer the First question first- Even 
though the question may not seem to some (many?) like a 
serious question, it in fact is. Like it or not. there are in our 
part of the world serious reservations and much scepli- ’ 
cism, doubt, cynicism, and even fear of getting involved. 
Some (especially when you talk to them heanto heart) Teel 
that we have no chance compering or making an impact. 
We are too weak and the “others” (whatever that means) 
are too strong. While I personally happen to disagree with 
those who hold these opinions. I happen to think at the 
same time that such scepticism, cynicism, and fear need to 
be confronted and answered, if not to convince those who 


hold such opinions of the need for them to lay them aside 
and themselves get involved at least to prevent them from 
influencing others with such harmful notions. 

Having said that, however, I would also say that some of 
the scepticism, doubt, and fear is potent, legitimate and 
valid and needs to be addressed. We cannot even hope to 
make it in the days to come unless and until we have true 
confidence and faith in ourselves and in our abilities. And 
we cannot have such confidence and faith unless and until 
we are a hundred per cent (well, maybe S09&) clear, coher- 
ent, and deeply convinced of our ability to compete, excel 
or thrive. We need a lot of brainstorming (now more than 
larer) regarding this very matter. 

One matter, in particular, needs to be thoroughly debated 
also: namely, the unipolarity of the upcoming era. Many 
fear (and the fear is based on experiences from the old 
world order, which is not yet exactly behind us. and on 
recent political, economic, and cultural examples) that 
since there is only one global superpower, the new world 
order will be unavoidably dominated by it and by its allies. 
The world is Darwinian, and big fish eat small fish. 

While I personally have faith in the ability of smaller 
nations to survive and thrive (IF, of course, they pull their 
act together, confront the obstacles that obstruct their 
development and progress, and get down to serious prepa- 
rations for the times to come) and while I think we can 
capitalise a little on the humanistic elements within the big 
powers themselves (not all institutions and individuals in 
big powers think the way some chauvinistic elements in 
their governing bodies think). I feel that both a) the 
enlightened among us (the knowledgeable as well as the 
faithful), b) our partners in the days to come, and c) the 
USA and other Western powers have to help us come to 
terms with these serious doubts and fears. The U.S.. espe- 
cially. is called upon to devote more attention, take more 
seriously, and be more open-minded to reservations about 
its role or criticisms of it. Those who have doubts, fears or 
criticisms of the U.S. role do not necessarily hate America. 
Persuasive confidence-building measures regarding 
America's seriousness in wanting to be a partner, and not 
a dominator, must be encouraged. 

Most of our efforts, and again now more than later, 
should be devoted to answering the second question: 
namely, how do we get involved? The said seminar, our 
formal and informal discussions, our library literature, etc. 
reveal clearly that we have not yet come up with a precise 
programme or strategy as to how we envision our partici- 
pation. Iol or role in the new order. But the said seminar 
and what we read and hear about reveal dearly that other 
nations have either crystallised a strategy or are already 
deeply engaged in crystallising one. I know, of course, that 
working out a strategy for the new era is not like writing a 
drug prescription or drafting a fund-raising proposal. It is 
a huge task. But I also know that we need to get down to 
business. 

The first thing we need to do is devote more time to 
thinking constructively than to complaining and feeling 
sony for ourselves. To do our homework well, it seems to 
•me?- we in Jordan need to think--a]ong-ihree lines' at least. 

first, at the national levels we are . h^teqed ,tp. 

know that our leadership is fully 'aware of the challenges 
as well as opportunities of globalisation. His Majesty 
King Hussein has done much already by boosting Jordan's 
image abroad and making the country known at the global 
level: HRH Crown Prince Hassan has been devoting a 
great deal of thinking, time, and effort ro globalisation. 
Many high-ranking Jordanian officials and intellectuals 


are also aware of the challenges involved and of the need 
to do something. What is needed now is to stimulate, pro- 
voke. and encourage the country’s institutions to come np 
with precise ideas, proposals, and strategies to comple- 
ment and augment what the leadership is already doing. 
We ne ed to come up with a national strategy based on.the- 

contribution of the country's experts. _ 

Secondly, at the Arab level, something senous needs to 
be done. Two things must be stared bere. The new worid- 
order is going to be rough for small countries, which plan 
to participate alone (the big fish, small fish metaphor): 
What this means is that smaller countries need to thinkof 
alliances and mergers of sorts. For us in the Arab World, 
the immediate formula is the Arab nation. We Jordanians 
think of ourselves as Arabs, and all other Arab countries 
need each other, if they are to make an impact in the 
Darwinian world of globalisation. We realise, of course, 
that things have not exactly been milk and honey, but we 
have to make the Arab World involved if we want to sur- 
vive. The magical formula for making tilings work at the 
Arab level, as I and others have said time and again, is co- 
ordination. The Arab World needs to start co-ordinating 
efforts. While Arab Nationalism has not done much for us 
in the twentieth century, let’s hope (for the sake of all) that 
it does something at the humble, down-to-earth level of 
co-ordination in the twenty-first We owe the Arab nation 
that much, and the Arab nation owes us that much. 

Thirdly, we in Jordan also think of ourselves as part and 
parcel of the Islamic World, a world which is rich in nat- 
ural and human resources (just as the case with the Arab 
World). Not only does Islam (as illustrated above) not 
reject the idea of globalisation, but Islam is in fact built on 
it During the seminar's lunch break. I had the pleasure of 
sitting next to two historians. I asked them the question of 
whether globalisation is a new phenomenon in human his- 
tory. The answer came, promptly and immediately: No. 
Alexander the Great had a global order. But the concept 
was also clearly manifested in the good old days of Islam. 
The Islamic state, in the opinion of the two highly- 
esteemed professors of history, incarnates fully the ideas of 
globalisation. Uniformity and diversity were nicely bal- 
anced in the Islamic state, at all levels: social, ethnic, eco- 
nomic, Linguistic, cultural, theological levels. The man of 
literature sitting to my left and the professor of education 
sitting opposite me agreed fully. If this is the case, and I 
believe it is, modern-day Islam needs to come up with a 
specific programme and a strategy. The benefit here is 
dual, not only will the Islamic World benefit from the 
global order, but also the global order will benefit from 
Islam. The Gorbachev Foundation members all empha- 
sised the need for the spirituality, moderation, and the 
great values of the East Well. Islam (which has balanced 
spirituality and materialism, individuality and almiism, 
frugality and consumerism, very neatly and nicely) has a 
lot to offer at this level. Maybe this is also one way 
through which we can get rid of Islamophobia once and for 
all, and have the true values and image of Islam prevail. 

Aboveall. and for the time being, we may' want ‘to start 
with creating a forum of some sorts (a group of specialists, 
such as in the case of the Gorbachev Foundation) whose 
sole job is to think, plan, and prepare for our involvement 
in the new global era. We should not let the momentum of 
discussion evoked by the visit and seminars of the 
Gorbachev Foundation members go with the wind. 


Palestine National Council responds to U.S. senator 


The following is a letter written by 
Palestine National Council Foreign 
Relations Committee member 
Bassam Abu Sherif to U-S. Senator 
Connie Mack, one of 81 senators 
who on an appeal from the 
American Israel Public Affairs 
Committee wrote to President BUI 
Clinton, asking him to keep from 
making public any U.S. peace pro- 
posals. Mr. Abu SheriFs letter, a 
copy of which was made available to 
the Jordan Times, was dated April 
19. 1998. 


Dear Senator Mack: 


I HAVE recently received a copy of 
your letter of the third of April 
addressed to President Clinton. 

I must correct certain factual errors 
contained in the letter. Most impor- 
tantly. the issue of territory returned to 
Palestine by Israel. 

You say in vour letter thai 27 per 
cent of the West Bank — where 98 per 
cent of the Palestinians live — and 
“virtually all” of Gaza has been 
returned to Palestinian control. That is 


not correct. 

The portion of the West Bank under 
exclusive Palestinian control is 2.7 per 
cent of the occupied West Bank. The 
27 per cent you refer to is a total per- 
centile. inclusive of the West Bank 
territory which has now come under 
joint Israel i/Palestinian control. Thar 
territory is not under the exclusive 
control of the Palestine National 
Authority (PNA). Nor has it been 
ceded to the Palestinian Authority in 
keeping with the Oslo Accords. 

(That figure does not include Jewish 
settlement areas in Gaza and the West 
Bank). 

You are however correct in saying 
that the Oslo Accords are premised on 
the idea of “Land for Peace." That is 
the core bargain, the central under- 
standing. 

And in truth that has not been 
realised- The Palestinian people have 
not had the land that was promised 
returned. 

At this juncture in the peace process 
there would have been three addition- 
al redistributions of Palestinian land. 
That has been haired. And it has been 
halted by the Israeli government in 
defiance of the Oslo agreements. 

If you are to fault the lack of move- 
ment in the peace process I suggest 
you begin there. I would remind you 


that the prime minister of Israel was 
elected to office with a promise to end 
the peace process. 

I suggest you read the interview 
published last week in the Israeli 
newspaper Ha'aretz with Israeli 
defence minister. Yitzhak Mordechai. 

Mr. Mordechai is explicit in his 
denunciation of the Oslo accords. I 
quote “none of us including myself, 
likes the Oslo agreement and the way 
it was arrived at." 

Mr. Mordechai continues in the 
interview to insist on particular revi- 
sions of the accords in keeping with 
what he describes as Israel’s “security 
needs." 

What the security needs are. remain 
obscure. In our view it simply permits 
a series of arbitrary conditions 
designed to finally compromise the 
spirit and letter of the agreements. 

You insist that we repeatedly threat- 
en a renewal of violence. We do not. 
and have not. We have repeatedly said 
that the Palestinian people want only 
the agreements to be honoured, the 
bargain kept. 

It is ludicrous to suggest that we are 
able to withhold full security agree- 
ments with Israel. We are a people 
whose land is occupied by the Israeli 
Army. We are surrounded by the 
Israeli Army. 

I should remind you that Palestine 
has no air force, no army, no navy, no 
atomic weapons. 

We have only the will of a people 
who wish to live in freedom and in 
peace with their neighbours, in their 
own land. 

You seem to suggest that Israel is 
most willing, nearly anxious, to return 
more land to Palestine governance. 
We welcome that, but no such offer 
has come to our attention of late. 

1 would differ with your understand- 
ing of the peace process. President 
Arafat signed the accords, together 
with the late Prime Minister Rabin, 
and Shimon Peres, in the presence of 
President Clinton at the White House 
in Washington. 

He did so openly, and publicly. It 
was not a secret, the world was a wit- 
ness. And we have proceeded, until 
now. openly and publicly with the 
peace process. 

We do not find the search for peace 
to require duplicity or secrecy. We are 
most comfortable allowing the world 
as witness. We have nothing to hide. 
To propose that the president of the 


United States undertakes his efforts 
for this noble cause in secrecy, and 
shadow, so as to protect Israel’s secu- 
rity is to suggest that he cannot be 
trusted. 

If. as you suggest, the Israeli gov- 
ernment has been generous in its deal- 
ings with the Palestinians. I can see no 
reason why they should be reticent as 
not to allow the world the opportunity 
to cheer that generous spirit. 

We are building a new state. One 
founded on the principles of democ- 
racy. We insist that the government we 
are building embrace fully the cher- 
ished democratic ideals of the United 
States. 

And we fully believe that a funda- 
mental promise of an informed citi- 
zenry is vital to that democracy. As I 
am sure you do. I am certain that you 
would not wish to have the people of 
the United States, who have pledged 
their support and devoted their ener- 
gies to the cause for peace, to be 
excluded from so vital an undertaking. 

The Palestinian people welcome the 
guidance and wisdom of the president. 
And we have full confidence in his 
ability. And we insist on an open and 
public forum so as not to compromise 
any interest. 

Let me extend an invitation to you 
and any of your colleagues who would 
care to join you, to visit Palestine. We 
would be most grateful for the oppor- 
tunity to allow you and others con- 
cerned with the peace process, to form 
a better understanding of our struggle 
for peace. 

I would suggest, before you come, 
that you see a tape of the Israeli tele- 
vision broadcast. “Tkuma’* or Rebirth. 
This documentary tells the whole 
truth of the birth of the State of Israel. 
The film will help you understand the 
violence done to the Palestinian peo- 
ple and the legacy of distrust and out- 
rage we have borne for so many years. 

The Israeli people have the courage 
to face the truth. At least a great many 
do. And no honest peace can be 
attained without the courage to accept 
the truth. We hope that you and your 
colleagues are as courageous as they. 



There was no bid 


To the editor: 


REFERENCE IS made to your article “16 Firms bid to 
operate Aqaba railway franchise” (Jordan Tunes, April 
22. ). There are quite a few misstatements, and as one of 
the interested concessionaires, we would like to take tills 
opportunity to clarify them to the Jordan Times' readers. 

The headline is a misstatement for the follow ing rea- 
sons: 

- No actual bids were made. The event held in Amman 
Tuesday was an invitation for interested consoxtia/com- 
panies to participate in the candidates* conference and 
familiarisation visits to the various ARC related entities 
and facilities. 

- The actual number of consortia that do participate in 
the presentation of technical proposals remains 
unknown to date. 

- The Aqaba Railways is not a “franchise" but a con- 
cession. 

The article refers to “50 foreign investors" as attend- 
ing the event, and this is also incorrect and misleading. 
The number of pre-qualified consortia to the bid was 16 
groups. Of the 16 groups only 13 attended the above 
conference and 7 of the groups included Jordanian mem- 
bers of the consortia and one group (ours) was 
Jordanian-led. 

Another blatant error in the article was the statement 

the winner company will also construct two extensions 
of the railway from the Shidiya mines to the Yamania- 
Tetten industrial area near Aqaba and another from the 
port down to the industrial complex about 16 kilometres 
south of Aqaba city.” 

The extensions/links that require construction are in 
actual fact: 

7 Eshidiya mine site to Batn Al Ghul station at which 
point the new extension would link up with the existing 
ARC track, and 

- The Wadi n (Yemania-Terten) link that would con- 
nect the existing ARC track at the phosphate unloading 
terminal inside the port to the industrial area at the 
southern most point in Aqaba. 


Kim Fuad Abujaber 
Farradj and Co. FIc, 
Fuad Abujaber and Sous 
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Seasonal changes bring us to new avenues 


WHEN THE French 
throw a dinner, that's 
society on the move! 

Tuesday evening "s event, 
hosted by Ambassador 
Bernard Bajolet on the 
occasion of the visit of 
Minister of Tourism 
Michele Demessine to 
Jordan, was a festive 
ending to the French del- 
egation 's swift tour. The 
guest list included gov- 
ernment and private sec- 
tor tourism principals 
from Jordan and France. 

French embassy staff 
and local and French 
journalists. Madame 
Demessine, who was 
earlier received by Their 
Majesties King Hussein 
and Queen Noor, 
addressed the gathering 
of about 50 saying she 
and her accompanying delegation were delighted with 
their tour of the Ammoun Hospitality and Tourism Col- 
lege, the trip to Jerash. the helicopter visits to Petra and 
Dana, and the dip in the Dead Sea where ACCOR, the 
French hotel clutins giant, is planning to build the third 
new hotel after the under construction Movenpick and the 
Marriott which broke ground earlier this year. In thank- 
ing her Jordanian counterpart. Madame Demessine def- 
erentially referred to him by first name, pronouncing Akel 
softer than he may be used to by his other colleagues. 
Then came Mr. Bihaji's turn to speak. He praised the 
success of tourism cooperation between France and Jor- 
dan, and invited " Michele ’’ ( said with a similar soft 
cadence) and the delegation again back to the Kingdom. 
But Mr. Biltaji, a man known to size up his surroundings, 
made use of the microphone to let the guests know that 
pre-dinner conversation drew him several job offers from 
his colleagues in the hotel industry, and in the event that 
he finds himself out of his current job any time soon, it 


just so happened that two of his former bosses were also 
seated at his table. Among the Jordanian invitees con- 
nected one way or another to the hospitality industry 
were Minister of Public Works Nasser Lawzi, Royal Jor- 
danian President Nader Dahabi, head of Jordan Tourism 
Investment Company Alt Chandour (who was the first 
president of Royal Jordanian), Jordan Tourism Board 
Director Marwan Khoury, Chairman of Arab 
International Hotels Nadim Muasher, Jordan Hoteliers 
Association President Michel Nazal, and Ammoun Col- 
lege Director Adrian Habboo. The evening also gave the 
Jordanian guests an opportunity to meet two new staff 
members of the embassy. They are Annie Douvinet. the 
new consul, who arrived from her last post in Germany, 
and Vironique Vouland-Aneini. the new head of the press 
office who arrived from Rome. 

**** 

WHAT TO DO WITHOUT HIM? The Council of 

Ministers last week regretfully accepted the resignation of 
Director General of the National Electricity Company 
Mohammad Said Arafeh. effective April 25. Mr. Arafeh, 
with 30 years of experience in the electric power industry, 
has wanted to resign for some time but has always been 
persuaded to stay on bv his colleagues. This time howev- 
er, the man who spent the last 15 years running NECO ‘s 
predecessor, the Jordan Electricity Authority, then over- 
seeing its commercialisation and finally taking the reigns 
of the nascent NECO, could not be dissuaded from his 
decision to take on a lighter load. At 63, Mr. Arafeh will 
be sorely missed by NECO’s board members and employ- 
ees. NECO will appoint someone as acting director gen- 
eral, pending the next move towards privatisation which 
will be a split of the company into three already regis- 
tered companies: one for power generation, another for 
transmission, and another for distribution. Mr. Arafeh 
will take a long deserved R&R and perhaps be available 
for some consultations at a later stage. 

**** 

HELP ON THE WAY: Today the government will 
sign a contract with an Egyptian investment bank that 



Michele Demessine 


Gate’s big screen flashes 
ERROR 
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TP? DftE£pE£) . error ; message- saying, (hat . the, .pro- 
gramme had crashed flashed on the computer's screen 
during the live presentation of the new. much awaited 
Windows9S. The event was watched by tens of millions of 
TV viewers on Tuesday. A few seconds before, Microsoft 
Chairman Bill Gates and one of his assistants were pre- 
cisely explaining how reliable the new version of Win- 
dows was compared to the current Wmdows95. Most 
satellite TV channels could not refrain from broadcasting 
this most unusual news clip later in the evening. The 
embarrassment on the faces of Gates and his assistant was 
amusing. 

First I smiled. For we, computer professionals have hard 
times convincing our clients that often, when Windows or 
one of its application programmes crashes (suddenly 
stops working, forcing the user to perform a complete 
reset and start overt it is because of flaws in Windows and 
not because of the machine or something we did. The 
crash of Wmdows98, before a huge number of people, 
and therefore PC users, had the bittersweet taste of 
revenge. 

The promotional campaign stressing that Win98 would 
be less prone to crash that Win95 was Microsoft’s own 
admission that the latter wasn’t fully reliable. The public 
crash of Win98 — albeit during a simple demonstration 
— was another confirmation that even the newcomer was 
not going to be absolutely crash proof. As it was written 



in this, column a 
few weeks ago,, 
the safest Windpws. to date remains the NT version. *. _ . 

System crash, embarrassments, smiles and revenge 
apart, nothing really is going to change for all users of 
Windows operating system. We will continue to acquire 
any new version that Microsoft very kindly, quite gener- 
ously accepts to release and give us. Some of us will 
thank Mr. Gates for providing them with such a fine pro- 
gramme. Others will curse him — or envy his multibil- 
lion dollars bank account — whenever the system plays 
sudden death. But we will all continue to depend on Win- 
dows* to conduct our business, surf the Internet, play 
games, make music, do our accounting, send faxes, type 
letters and consult the amazing data banks that have been 
built using computers. 

In spite of the intermittent problems with Windows the 
game is still worth playing. Besides, what’s the alterna- 
tive? Would you stop driving your car just because there's 
always a risk of having an accident? Some will say Apple 
Macintosh personal computer is the answer. True, the 
Mac OS (Operating System) is more reliable than Win- 
dows. Other factors, however, give a dear advantage to 
Windows-based PCs: they are less expensive, there’s a 
much wider range of software for them, there’s also a 
larger customer base making it easier to communicate, 
etc. For the time being, and whatever its chief executive 
officer does in public — well, almost — Windows users 
will blindly follow Microsoft. 


Internet Relay Chat offers border-free conversations, 

but ‘no politics please’ 


By Ahmed Naser 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Hundreds of Jordanian 
youth are spending hours each day 
chatting on-line with '‘virtual friends” 
from across the globe and in the King- 
dom that they have never met on what 
is known as Internet Relay Chat (IRC). 

IRC text-chat software, was devel- 
oped by Nbaled Mardam-Bey. an 
Egyptian, who first started distributing 
it on the Internet for free and later on 
began offering it for an optional $L 
registration fee. 

The software has chat rooms that can 
be compared to live Bulletin Board 
Service conferences where “chatters” 
conduct live conversations, through 
instant messaging, an offshoot of e- 
maHing. 

Operators, individuals who host the 
chat rooms on their computers or on 
Web space they rent out. moderate the 
content of the conversations in these 
rooms, “keeping an eye out for verbal 
abuse and harassment,” said Bara M. 
Obeidat. 22, an IRC “master” as his 
friends call him. 

Ml Obediat, a computer science stu- 
dent employed as an Internet adminis- 
trator at a Web establishment in Irbid, 
is a chatroom operator and spends 6 - 
8 hours a day on-line, in between chat- 
ting on IRC and browsing the World 
Wide Web. 

Chatters who violate rules of con- 
duct — set by a room operator — - can 
be “kicked out” or even “banned ’ from 
the chat room, he told the Jordan 
Times. 


“Electronically of course,” added 
Mr. Obeidat, well-known by his “nick” 
X-Hail on IRC. 

The majority of Web time sold 
through Internet cafes across the King- 
dom is used on IRC, according to own- 
ers of more than 10 different digital 
surf spots scattered throughout the 
capital. 

There are also another four Internet 
caf£s in Irbid and two in Mafraq, with 
more expected to open in die coming 
tew months. 

What makes IRC attractive is its 
social and border-free nature, said Mr. 
Obeidat, as he chatted away with 
friends in Jordan and the United 
States. 

“IRC is bn obsession and addiction... 
where your only boundary is your 
imagination” he said, a ddin g that 
“with IRC. you can travel anywhere 
and meet anyone” 

Mr. Obeidat, for example, said he 
has made over 30 friends in the past 
six months through IRC and meets 
diem regularly in Amman and Irbid. 

He has even met some of his over- 
seas friends who visited Jordan lately. 

As such, IRC is not just chat soft- 
ware, but has evolved through use by 
millions of browsers around the world 
into a comprehensive society and cul- 
ture with its own language, norms and 
terminology- 

phrases like “LOL” (laughing out 
loud) 10X (thanks') and BRB (be right 
back) shape the way that people, the 
majority of which are youth, commu- 
nicate and bond quickly on IRC. 

The difference between IRC and 


other communication cultures that pre- 
ceded it is, that for example. Ham 
Radios (which took off in the 40s and 
50s) and CB radios made famous by 
the movie “Cannonball Run” have 
always been physically constrained by 
broadcasting range. 

IRC also employs symbols within its 
language such as “:>) and : > (,” 
known as “smiley” and “angry” faces. 

The language and symbols employed 
in IRC come from the long used Inter- 
net lingo known as “Lamerz.” 

Lament; which has been in use by 
Internet hobbyists from all over the 
world for the past 10 years, is an Eng- 
lish slang term and bases its spelling 
on abbreviation and how something is 
pronounced. 

On a more anthropological level, in 
the majority of chat rooms, politics is a 
“no-no” and most chat room operators 
will “kick out” and “ban” visitors who 
do not adhere to this unspoken and dis- 
crete code, said Mr. ObeidaL 
The taboo on politics is something 
rooted in the culture of computer anar- 
chists — who like to call themselves 
hackers, phreakers or lamerz depend- 
ing on their digital talents — because 
they consider dabbling in politics “a 
destructive aspect of life.” 

With the growth of on-line cultures, 
earlier this year, a tournament was held 
in east Asia whereby Internet Service 
Providers and computer companies 
marketed their services and PCs by 
inviting thousands of youth to chat 
with celebrities on IRC. 


will advise the Jordan Investment Corporation on the 
partial sale of its shareholdings in the Jordan Cement 
Factories Company. The Egyptian concern has two lead- 
ing partners of particular note who will be here in 
Amman to attend the signing ceremony between Minister 
of Finance Suleiman Hafez and Mohammad Temour, 
chairman of EFG-Hernies. as the investment bank is offi- 
cially called. The two partners are brothers Hossan and 
Ahmad Heikei, sons of renowned Arab journalist Moham- 
mad Hassanein Heikei. EFG-Hermes won the contract 
out of 10 leading international investment banks. 

**** 

HANDING OYER: Senator Marwan Hmoud was 
appointed secretary general of ike Parliamentary Com- 
mittee for Africa and the Arab World, taking over the post 
vacated by former Deputy Samir Habashneh who opted 
not to run for another term during parliamentary elec- 
tions last year. But Mr. Habashneh felt it was important 
to continue to have Jordan represented on this committee 
and at its meeting last month in Senegal, the members 
agreed to appoint another Jordanian parliamentarian to 
the post. The committee 's aim is to improve the standard 
of living of the citizens of the representative countries 
from African and the Arab World. 

**** 

JTV AT 30: Not just for your viewing entertainment, 
but perhaps a prize or two. new Jordan Radio and Televi- 
sion Corporation Director Nasser Judeh has a four-day 
television special lined up to celebrate JTV's 30th birth- 
day. In tune with what Mr. Judeh promises to be a fresh 
and innovative phase at JT\'. the programmes, to air from 
April 27-30. will feature quizzes with prizes and a look 
back at television with Ruba Assaf .Ms. Assaf has lapped 
the archives and called on several former television per- 
sonalities from news presenters to show hosts to profile 
the people who contributed to 77V over the last three 
decades. Former news readers, you may be surprised to 
learn, include none other than former Minister of Infor- 
mation Scunir Malawi, who is said to be lipped for the 
post of Jordan ’s first ambassador to Holland, Minister of 
Tourism and Antiquities Akel Biltaji, and Royal Jordanian 
Public Relations Chief Munib Toukan. whose recognis- 
able moustache, goatee and pipe will be missed around 
RJ with his approaching retirement. In addition, JTV has 
located the first face ever to appear on Channel Two : it 
belongs to Ghada Haddadin who will speak on the pro- 
file programme live from London. Other former televi- 
sion personalities include Najwa Halasa Karadsheh and 
Rima Alaeeddin. Lots more information is available on 
the JTV Website (JRTV.com) operated by Samer Farraj. 

•— . .. . **** . , 

FOR NGOs : British Ambassador Christopher Banis- 
combe presented Dr. Sari Nasser, president of the Com- 
munity Development Centres Society with a cheque in the 
amount of JD 10,559 as part of the British government's 


support for "a sheep and cow rearing project and a dairy 
production factory" in Rahma village. Tl\e project will 
seek to reduce poverty among residents of Rahma, which 
is located 50 kilometres to the north-west of Aqaba. The 
grants is pan of the British government ’s annual dona- 
tion of JD 250,000 for non-govemmental organisations. 
Dr. Nasser, a professor of sociology at the University of 
Jordan, has been active for many years in community 
development projects aimed at the country's poverty 
pockets. 

**** 

FILM FANCY: Swedish Ambassador Agneta Bohman 
hosted a lunch last week and will host a reception on Sat- 
urday on the occasion of the opening of the Scandinavian 
Film Week on Saturday for children. For information on 
the films and showing times, parents can call any one of 
the Scandinavian embassies or honorary consulates. 

**** 

TRAFFIC UNDER CONTROL: At last Satur- 
day 's reception hosted by Ambassador Siiha Umar and 
his wife Tuline for visiting Deputy Chief of the Turkish 
General Staff of the Armed Forces, the back-up of cars 
near the embassy residence was typical. But according to 
neighbours who were either driving in or out of their 
garages the uniformed officers charged with traffic man- 
agement were dutifully polite and efficient in escorting 
them through the maze near the 2nd Circle. One officer 
even smiled and asked a long time resident of the neigh- 
bourhood. " Now what would you have done had we not 
been here? 

**•* 

SHOP-AH OLICS GET READY: Preparations for 
the Sweifiyeh Sales Festival are in full swing. Set to take 
place from June 29 to July 30, the organisers say the fes- 
tival is meant to encourage trade and tourism. In fact, 
Faris Kawar, head of the festival committee, has said that 
the Dubai Shopping Festival, famous around the Arab 
World, was used as an example to follow. The Sweifiyeh 
commercial area will be closed off to vehicles throughout 
the festival: between A l Ameerah Taghreed Street, Abdul 
Rahim A I Haj Mohammad Street. Tariq A l Jindi Street 
and Salah Suheimat Street. Cooperating with Amman 
Municipality, the festival committee is working out how to 
provide adequate parking space close to the area of activ- 
ity. Celebrations will be held every night with music for 
adults and children. Special theatres will be set up for 
these free activities, along with a mini circus, fireworks 
and laser shows. The organisers announced big dis- 
counts of 10-50 % off by the 600 participating shops in 
thirartbi* 'Top lottery prizes include dutyfree cars. 

■ t> . .... 


Jennifer Hamameh 


Job Vacancy 


Our Company is the World's leading producer and marketer of a fast moving consumer 
product In the Middle East& North Africa region , we have just become market leaders. 
Capitalizing on this growth we are currently seeking to fill the position of: 

National Sales Manager Amman - Jordan. 


* The Role 


Reporting to the General Manager, the role incorporates all aspects of regional 
operations, the key elements being: 

• Creative and comprehensive review of all operational functions for the Complete supply chain. 

• Ensuring regional profitability through implementation of sound sales Strategies and plans. 

• Effective leadership and direction to the sales aid operations team in the Development and execution 
of sales and distribution plans. 

• Preparation of operating plans, annual budgets, forecasts and performance Reports. 

• To effectively acquire, train and manage the necessary human resources. 


The Person 


Exceptionally creative and commercial astute National Sales Manager, preferably Jordanian, folly conversant 
in Arabic and English, 30-40 years old, with a documented & successful route up in commercial operations. 
Dynamic business manager, highly experienced in managing volume product operations from manufacturing 
through to fulfillment gained from a demanding and innovative FMCG environment with an affinity to fast 
moving consumer items. 

Strong, proactive, charismatic leader, motivator and communicator, with outgoing interpersonal skills and 
extensive experience in developing partnerships and negotiating agreements. 

Presentation and computer skills are essentia! forthe position. 

Compensation & Benefits 

in return to your proven ability, we offer a highly competitive salary and benefits. 


Applications 

For consideration, please forward 
foil career and salary details 
by 28th April 1998 
To Fax No. 15511140 

Only serious applications will be considered. 
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Workshop to examine urban housing 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Amman-based regional 
U.N. Centre for Human 
Settlements (Habitat) is 
organising a four-day work- 
shop in Amman starting on 
April 27 to tackle questions 
related to housing prospects 
and urban indicators in the 
Arab World. 

The meeting, to be attend- 
ed by 50 delegates from 16 
Arab countries, will be 
hosted by the Housing and 


Urban Development Cor- 
poration (HU DC), which 
will offer technical support 
for training Arab personnel 
involved in this field. 

HUDC Director General 
Yousef Hiyasat noted that 
the workshop is being held 
at a time when countries in 
the developing world lack 
the information about hous- 
ing-related subjects needed 
to develop effective urban 
policies. 


Most cities, especially 
those in the developing 
world, lack information 
about the manner in which 
they can address problems 
connected with housing and 
housing programmes, he 
said. 

For this reason, Mr. 
Hiyasat added. Habitat has 
created a special “urban 
development programme'* 
to provide indications on 
future expectations. 


The upcoming workshop 
aims at training workers 
involved in urban develop- 
ment to prepare indicators 
and examine trends of 
urban housing in the Arab 
World and formulate the 
strategies needed at the 
local, national and regional 
levels, according to Mr. 
Hiyasat. 

He said the delegates will 
discuss five urban indica- 
tors. focusing attention on 


spcio-economic develop- 
ment infrastructure, trans- 
port. ecology management 
and local government. 

The countries represented 
in the coming meeting are: 
Jordan, the United Arab 
Emirates. Palestine. Moroc- 
co. Iraq. Bahrain, Syria, 
Sudan. Saudi Arabia, 

Oman. Sudan. Yemen, 

Mauritania. Egypt. Tunisia 
and Lebanon. 


Seminar to discuss impact of stalemate in 
peace process on Jordan’s tourism industry 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
impact of the one-year 
stalemate in the peace 
process on Jordan's 
tourism industry will be 
among the issues to be 
tackled by a seminar on 
“Tourism in Jordan: Chal- 
lenges and Future Perspec- 
tives.” to be held next 
week at the Amman Pri- 


vate University (APU). 

The two-day seminar, 
which is scheduled to be 
opened by Tourism Minis- 
ter Akel Biltaji on Satur- 
day, will also deal with the 
particular development 
needs of different kinds of 
tourism, such as medical, 
religious and sport 
tourism. 


A score of speakers from 
local private and public 
sector institutions involved 
in tourism will "explore 
ways to best develop, pro- 
mote and market Jordan’s 
natural richesse." said 
Suleiman Lawzi. dean of 
the Faculty of Economics 
at APU. 

“In the last few years, the 
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The largest recreation facilities in Amman 
is now available . 

Fitness • Aerobics • Tennis • Massage • Sauna • Turkish Bath 
& much more 

• Limited membership > Apply Now... 
lor more information call. Ext. 7 <5 1 1 from 8 am. to 9 pm. daily 
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number of Muslim tourists 
from Malaysia. Indonesia 
and Iran has sharply 
increased, highlighting the 
high potential of religious 
tourism to the Kingdom." 
Dr. Lawzi added. 

More than 50 holy sites 
are scattered throughout 
the Kingdom. 

Representatives from the 


Rubin says 
World Bank 
must cut costs, 
raise income 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — The 
World Bank must act quickly to 
cut its costs and increase its 
income if it is to have the financ- 
ing to continue helping the 
neediest developing countries. 
UJS. Treasury Secretary Robert 
Rubin has said. 

“We seek a more efficient 
bank, producing better results 
on the ground and at lower 
cost.’" Mr. Rubin told the IMF 
and World Bank Development 
Committee, which deals with 
transfer of funds from the 
world’s rich to poor countries. 

‘There must be more selec- 
tive use of Bank resources. with 
greater concentration on those 
activities which the bank does 
best” he said. 

The bank’s net income is 
falling because it is earning less 
on the loans it makes due to low 
interest rates. 

Net income in the vear to June 
1997 totalled $1.28 billion, but 
in the six months to December it 
was only 5449 million. less than 
half the previous full year’s 
total. 

In addition. Mr. Rubin said, 
the International Bank for 
Reconstruction and Develop- 
ment t IBRD ) should increase its 
loan charges because current 
rates, which are lower than those 
charged by regional develop- 
ment banks, are actualiy costing 
it money because they do not 
even cover administrate c coats. 


Jordan Tourism Board, the 
ministries of planning, for- 
eign affairs, and higher 
education, as well as the 
Royal Scientific Society, 
Royal Jordanian and pri- 
vate and public universi- 
ties will present papers 
durinn the seminar. 



NEXT ATR ACTION SCREAM 2 


AMMAN E , I*IJ%JSrCSXAl. MARKET 
HOUSING BANK CENTER AMMAN - SHMEISANI 
TELEPHONE: 607171 / 607179 

ORGANIZED MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST TOR HEDENSDAY 22/04/1998 


PAST 12 
HIGH 


350.000 251.000 


COMPANY'S NAME 


ARAB BANK 

JOB. NATIONAL BK. 

HANK OF JORDAN 
THE HOUSING BK. 

JOR. KUWAIT BANK 
J OR. GULF BANK 
ARAB JOR. INV. BK. 

ARAB JOR-INV.BK-/NEW 
JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 
JOR. INV. FIN. BANK 
JOR. INV. FIN. BANK/NEW 
BEIT.AL-MAL (BEITNA) 


NO. OF 
SHARES 


VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 


OPEN CLOSE CHANCE 
PRICE PRICK 


2924470 345.00 


348.00 

1.76 

1.30 

5.75 

1.84 

.67 

2.60 

2.60 

1.86 

1.70 

1.63 

.89 


BANX SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 243.93 *CHG: -0.04 


1.350 .900 ARABIAN SEAS INSUR. 

2.400 1.590 JOR FRENCH INSUR. 


INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 122.12 *CHCi -0.32 



2.240 1.550 JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 

4.030 1.320 IRBID ELECTRICITY 

1.S50 .960 NATL. PORTFOLIO 

.590 .360 JORDAN XNTL.THAD. 

1.480 1.120 MID. EAST HOTELS 

4.600 2.890 ARAB INTL. INV.EDOC. 

1.830 1.450 DMIFIED CO. 


, SERVICE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 117.69 *CHG: -1.11 


1.160 

.960 

ATTANQEEB 

<5 

0.00 

4.450 

2.650 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

16.7 - 

-am- 

11.160 

9.200 

JOR. PETROL. RE FINARX 

10.7 

8.08 

2.150 

1.100 

INDUSTRIAL COMM. AC R. 

9 

0.00 

7.350 

5.800 

JOR. WORSTED MILLS 

8.3 

3.16 

5-740 

3.440 

ARAB PHARM. MANF. 

15.2 

3.63 

8.540 

5.000 

ARAB CHEW . DTREGN. 

21.5 

4.29 

3.420 

2.220 

ARAB ALUM. IND. 

21-2 

8.71 

.570 

.400 

LIVESTOCK C POULTRY 

16.6 

0.00 

l.no 

.670 

ARAB PAPER CONV.TRD. 

23.2 

0.00 

.770 

.370 

INTERRED - PETRO . CHEM - 

9 

0.00 

.690 

.500 

JOR. ROCKWOOL INDS. 

P 

0.00 

2.240 

1.360 

OHIV.CHEM.INDS. 

14.7 

5.S6 

3.000 

.920 

NATL. CABLE WXRE.HFAC 

28.4 

0.00 

.790 

.530 

JOR. SULPHO-CHEM 

11.4 

0.00 

1.540 

.810 

UNIT. MODN.INDS. 

14.0 

6.82 

1.200 

.680 

JOR. INDS. RESOURCES 

9.3 

14.49 

1.080 

.810 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

13.7 

10.31 

1.790 

1.290 

EL -EAT READY WEAR 

48.2 

0.00 

1.290 

1-OBO 

INTL. TOBACCO 

7.0 

0-00 

1.220 

.860 

UNION CH. fc VEG- 

10.5 

0.00 

.860 

.660 

JORDAN STEEL 

8.8 

8.86 

-790 

.570 

KID. EAST COMPLEX 

7.3 

16.95 

1.100 

.720 

ARAB I NT. POOD PACT. 

53.2 

0.00 


1200 
10904 . ; 
18521 ' 
5000 
10000 
12285 
100 
3017 
2800 
250 
35450 
100 
1600 
250 
4000 
2880 
650 
50 
600 
62018 
4600 
SO 
51250 
460 


20133 

354 

62S4 

278 

44175 

402100 

23693 


1320 
-30800- 
203492 
6003 
63200 
68080 
700 
8644 
1372 
190 
14182 
54 
2320 
295 
2403 
2555 
449 
49 
822 
79452 
4730 
40 
30238 
446 



*'1.10 

■"2~8I— 

li.oo ' 
1.20 
6.32 
5.51 
7.00 
2.87 
.49 
.76 
.40 
.54 
1.44 
1.18 
.60 
.88 
.69 
.97- 
1.37 
1.27 
1.05 
.79 
.59 
.97 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS 


GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 108.90 *CHG: -0.62 


INDEX: 170.74 ZCHG: -0.29 


THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne 


Robert Williams 


ACROSS 
1 I9«h President 
6 Chafes 
10 Fail utterly 

14 Chicago airport 

15 On the waves 

16 Very unusual 

17 Singer/actor 
who co-starred 
on 'Dallas' 

1 9 King of comedy 

20 Popeye's Olive 

21 Felt regret 

22 Tom or 
Benedict 

24 Seiup punches 

25 Sloltz of ’Mask’ 

26 Presents an 
opposing case 

29 Clues 

33 Avoid detection 

34 BaUei bend 

35 Any ume now 

36 Ethereal 

37 Western ties 

38 Monster of the 
Mojave 

39 Zesty bite 

40 Garden of _ 

41 The _ Man’ 

42 Hitman 

44 Concrete 
ingredient 

45 Poet Dove 

46 Bubble masses 

47 Grown-ups 

50 Outline 

51 Largs antelope 

54 Celebration 

55 Original name 
of 17A 

5S Viva city 
5g Orchestra 
member 

60 Uncanny 

61 Transmit 

62 Williams and 
Koppel 

63 Film spools 
DOWN 

1 Holiday chuckle 

2 Nautical call 

3 Two-masted 
sailing vessel 

4 Segment of 
history 

5 Jag the edge of 

6 Lawn tods 

7 Sucfcened 


TMSPuzztesBaoi com 
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Andy Capp 


By C.F. Murray 
La Jolla. CA 

8 Hive builder 

9 Wages 

10 Original name 
of 240 

11 ’Le roid'Ys' 

composer 

12 Spoken 

13 Hang in the 
balance 

18 Gives name 

23 Eliminate 

24 'Meet Me in St. 
Louis' star 

25 Lake Geneva 
spa 

26 Spanish 
cowboy's lariat 

27 Walt Disney's 
middle name 

28 Suns too much 

29 Ms. Degeneres 

30 Din 

31 Gen. Powell 

32 Make into law 
34 Speakers' 

platforms 
37 Most likely 
success 
4i Ramble 
43 Watch kids 


□0DS BQQQ □□□□□ 
□□no 0000 h annul 

□000 00D0 H0000 

0010 000 
□□0 qhb naan 
□□ansa 00000000 
ann a □ □□ chdd 
00000000 □□□□□□ 

^■0000 000 0Q0 
QQ00Q0D Ci h El FI 
□000 0000000000 
QDDOD 0101 QDO0 
0000(3 0D00 E3QQ0 
00000 0BOH OO0O 


(CTOMT/CVHI 

•tuffarvam 


44 Fossil fuel 

46 Ice on the 
move 

47 Grows older 

48 Broad vafley 

49 _ Bator. 
Mongolia 

50 Slick with a 
stick 


51 ’Pretty Woman' 
co-slar 

52 Singing 

Diamond 

53 Hawaiian 
guitars, briefly 

56 'Honest' 
poEtician 

57 Spike or Pinky 



“My dad and I were never close 
Whenever I tried to hug him, he 
thought I was going for his wallet 


that SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
18 by Hontf Arnold and MOca Anjfrtori 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


TOOBA 


SEHCS 


NULKIE 





Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


, (Answers ti 

Saturdays Jumbles: DELVE BOUGH MARROW ■ 
Ans wn Her reaction to th B «a Ida was this - 
MOVING 
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Housing Bank becomes Jordan’s 
largest bank in 


** THE GENERAL assembly of the Housing 
Bank has approved doubling the bank’s capi- 
tal to become JD100 million by capitalising 
JD50 million of the reserve which comprised 
premiums collected from issuing shares. This 
increase makes the Housing Bank the largest 
Jordanian bank in terms of capital. In addi- 
tion, the general assembly approved the dis- 
tribution of dividends to shareholders at the 
rate of 20 per cchl 

Board c hairma n Zuhair Khoury told the 
general assembly that the bank boosted pre- 
tax profit last year by around JD9.6 million, 
or 92 per cent, as the amount rose from 
JD10.4 million in 1996 to JD20 million in 
1977. The total of the balance sheet at die end 
of that year amounted to JD 1350.6 million. 

1 8.9 per cent higher than the 1 996 total which 
stood at JD1 ,136.2 million. Shareholders 
equity also went up from JD13I million to 
JD212 million at die end of 1997. 

In other financial results, the bank’s total 
deposits reached JD987.9 million at the end 
of last year compared to JD917.6 million at 
the end of 1996. The increase amounted to 
JD703 million or 7.7 per cent. Loans and 
credits extended by the bank during 1997 
amounted to JD2763 million with the out- 
standing balance at the end of December 
being jD657.9 milli on (JD6483 million in 
1996). 

The Housing Bank said last week it aimed 
to capture a dominant market share in the 
local banking market “We are focusing on 
increasing our share in the Jordanian banking 
market in commercial activities," said Abdul 
Qader Dweik, general manag er of the bank. 

Mr. Dweik told Reuters the bank wanted to 
boost its corporate lending and commercial 
activities in 199S as pan of an aggressive 
push in the local market Bank officials said it 
hoped to raise its market share of an estimat- 
ed JD8 billion (S 1 1 3 billion) worth of private 
bank deposits in Jordan to 20 per cent in 


terms of capital 

1998, to rank second after Arab Bank, 

It plans to push its share of total loans 
extended by the banking sector to 17.1 per 
cent from its current 16 per colt from its cur- 
rent 16 per cent forecasting JD212 million in 
new loans this year. Bank officials said it was 
leading a $26 million local banking syndicat- 
ed short-term facility to the country’s only 
mobile operator Jordan Mobile Telephone 
Services iFastlink). 

The bank was optimistic it would capture 
the lion’s share of the project financing mar- 
ket this year, despite a sluggish economic 
activity hit by regional uncertainty. Mr. 
Dweik said the bank forecast its 1998 opera- 
tional revenues would grow by 42 per cent 
while net operational profits would rise 167 
per cent, underpinned by streamlining of 
operations and improved commercial busi- 
ness. 

He forecast pre-tax profits to reach JD39.7 
million in 1998 from around JD20 million 
last year. Mr. Dweik said the bank posted 
JD! 137 million in pre-tax profits alone in the 
first three months of 1998. mainly through 
cost-cutting measures it had implemented as 
part of a major administrative restructuring. 

The capita] hike left Kuwait as the largest 
shareholder with 1 8.7 per cent while Qatar 
and Oman maintained equal six per cent 
stakes while Iran's will fell by half to three 
percent. Saudi investor Khaled Ben Mahfouz 
substantially increased his holding to 16.3 per 
cent stake from a minor 1 .3 per cent, acquir- 
ing two seats in a newly constituted 1 3-mem- 
ber board. Libyan Arab Foreign Bank, a new 
investor, acquired a 15 per cent equity stake. 

The bank has become more assertive since 
a law was passed last year abolishing restric- 
tions on its commercial lending, allowing it to 
shift its strategic focus to comprehensive 
banking away from its original real estate 
niche (A1 Aswaq +Ad Dustour). 
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Major Currencies & Cross Rates Prices as at 22/04/98 18:13 


Currency .... 

• USD* 

..DBA- 

GBP 

CHF 

JPY 

CAD 


NLG 

FRF 

US Dollar 

- 

1.7929 

0X975 

1,4860 

130.77 

14314 

1772X0 

2X184 

6.0105 
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0-5678 

m 

02329 

08283 
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07983 
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- 
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- 
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04564 
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Middle Eastern Currencies 


Currency; 

. USD - 

JODI 

SAR 

BAH 

QAT 
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AED 

LBP 

EGP 

US Dollar 

- 

07090 

3.7504 

0X770 

3X395 
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14104 

- ■ 

6X897 
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- 
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0.0814 
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266 
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- 

9.65 
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9.74 
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- 
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- 
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- 
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- 
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Egyptian 
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1X998 
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0.0895 
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Libor Fixing 
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HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR 
THURSDAY, 

APRIL 23. 1991S 

--VRIES: (March 21 to April 
19) You tend to buy things just 
because \ ou like them. w nhout 
even looking at the com. Today 
an older worron will tell you 
not to do that and point out the 
best deals for your money. 
You're not usually interested in 
that son of conveisjtion, but 
this rime you should listen. 
TAURUS: i April 20 to May 
20} You're forceful and 
dynamic, and you're Idling it 
be known what you want and 
need. Thai gi\es «hcr people 
the opportunity to provide it. 
and some of them would lose 
to do exactly that. 

GEMINI: (May 2! to June 
21 1 Take advice from sorrt- 
bcxJy who wants the best for 
you. In fact, it would be smart 
to ask for ir in advance. Just 
walk right up to the person who 
wants to run your life and ask 
what to do next 
CANCER: (June 22 to July 
2 1 > There's going to be a test 
tonight or tomorrow, and 
you're going to have to prove 
you know what you're talking 
about If you don't have any 
experience, don’t pretend that 
you do. 

LEO: (July 22 to .August 21 ) 
This morning is an excellent 
time io buy gifts. There are sev- 
eral people in your life who 
have gone out of their way to 
help, and have always applaud- 
ed vour pert'ormances and 
laughed at your jokes. You 
need to repay them for their 
generosity. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) You continue to 
be in the spotlight There ha\e 
been decisions to make lately, 
and you’ve done an excellent 
job in steering your team 
through the changes. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22 1 Look for another 
busy day, with great rewards. A 
lot of those will be emotional, 
but some will be financial. 
Take yourself and your partner 
out dancing to celebrate. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21 1 You’re strongly 
attracted to a person who thinks 
you’re marvellous. Thai’s a lot 
of fun, but it could interfere 
with your duties. If you can 
take work home with you, you 
don't have a thing to wottv 
about. You'll be in the mood to 
work late into ihe night. 

SAG rm\RIlJS:(NoY ember 
22 to December 21 ) Your liv- 
ing environment is disrupted 
this morning, in a pleasant way. 

1 The trouble isn'i a lack of love, 
it's the abundance of it. This 
evening, however, your sweet- 
heart won't be quite so snuggly. 
CAPRICORN: (December 

22 to January 20) Your best 
lime for taking on major chal- 
lenges is fttst thing this morn- 
ing. Don't put them off because 
they won't get any easier. Just 
the opposite is more likely. 
Your intuition is good in the 
morning, loo. You can take 
leap of faith and have a bener- 
than average chance of landing 
safely. 

AQUARIUS: (January 2! to 
February 19) Things seem to 
be going more slowly than 
you’d like. Thai’s OK. You 
needed time to think. New 
you'll be assimilating informa- 
tion more quickly. By this 
evening, you’ll start find the 
data you need to complete the 
task at hand. Proceed with cau- 
tion and avoid an expensive 
mistake. 

PISCES: (February' 20 to 
March 20) You're strong, con- 
fident and good looking. Your 
intuition is excellent. You can 
figure wit how to do just about 
anything you want. Now. what 
do you want? It’s as if you’re 
being granted three wishes, but 
these wishes will come true 
through vour own imagination 
and hard work. 


HOROSCOPE i 

I FORECAST FOR 

FRIDAY. ! 

■APRIL 24. !99S : 

ARIES: (March 21 to April ' 
I9i You're more confident • 
than usual. In fact, your am- 1 
iude might border on cocki- 
ness. Don't follow your fust ; 
impulse, especially when it ! 
comes to divulging informs- ; 
Don. You feel like you can j 
speak freely, but that's no: a ; 
good idea. I 

TAURUS; (.April 20 to May ; 
20 > You’n; under pressure, but ; 
that's OK. You're finishing up | 
a lot of overdue items as a ) 
result. This is the perfect time j 
of year for you to do exactly ; 
that. Clean out the garage and j 
the anic while you're at it. j 

GEMINI: (May 2! to June J 
2! » You and your team are : 
feeling red-hoL You've gone ! 
through tough situations . 
together, and there are more in j 
the future. But for now. things ■ 
are looking rosy. That's all the i 
excuse you need to celebrate | 
this evening. ■ 

CANCER: June 22 to July ! 
21 1 The person you most j 
resfect and perhaps even fear : 
is watching you like a hawk. ! 
This may seem like criticism. 1 
but acmaJly he or she just : 
want* to teach you how to do , 
the job exactly right. If you can , 
handle (hat, you could get a j 
raise in pay. 1 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 1 ! 
You're in a frisky mood today. • 
That could cause a problem. >, 
.An older person, possibly a [ 
boss or teacher, wants you to 
stick to the task at hand. You're j 
interested in doing just about 1 
anything else. Have you got 
big plans for the weekend? If 
you haven’t yet. you will by 
the time the day's oven 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22)This would be a 
good day to take out a loan. 
Talk to the people with the 
money and present your case. 
They'll ask questions, of 
course. Abu need to have the 
answers ready. Provide more 
answers than they even know 
they need. And hold out for a 
lower interest rate. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) You attention will 
be drawn to a very anractive 
person — one who’s on the 
wild side. Thar OK. You prob- 
ably believe you can tame this 
person. Thar's highly unlikely, 
but you could join forces for a 
thriUtng ride. Get started on it 
fust thing this motnins. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21 1 The workload 
is intense, but your energy 
level js high. The tension might 
be high also. See if you can set 
volunteers to help. You don't 
I have money to pay. so you'll 
have to come up with some 
cither incentive. No problem. 
You have a knack for talking 
people into doing what you 
want. 

SAGITTARIUS:* November 
22 to December 21 1 
Conditions continue to push 
you to the top in your educa- I 
tion or career. You're gening a 
shove in the right direction 
from someone who cares about 
you. 

CAPRICORN: (December 

22 to Jan limy 20 1 You'd rather 
be home today than just about 
anyplace else. Ir locks like 
there’s a lot of activity' going 
on. You could be getting ready 
to take a trip, or maybe a long- 
loa loved one has shown up 

unexpectedly. 

AQUARIUS: (January 2! to 
February 19) You're best with 
machines and probably worst 
ai emotional issues. Today you 
might get to deal with both. 
Focus on fixing an item you 
know- you can figure out. 
PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20i There's money 
coming in and going oul It's 
up to you to makfe sure you 
wind up with a profit. You have 
to pay the bills, of course. 


Government has no plans 
to liquidate troubled Spinning 
and Weaving Company 


By Ahmad Khatib 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment has no plans to liqui- 
date the debt-ridden 
Spinning and Weaving 
Company (SWCi whose 
board of directors was dis- 
solved last week, Louay 
Mismar. the comptroller of 
companies at the Ministry of 
Industry and Trade, said 
Wednesday. 

He said the committee 
appointed by the Minister of 
industry and trade last week 
to run the company facing 
over JDS million in debts 
would “trv io restructure” 
the SWC with a paid up cap- 
ital of JD10 million and 
decide on a long-term solu- 
tion. 

The appointment of the 
committee raised specula- 
tion among business circles 
that the government was 
considering plans to liqui- 
date the public shareholding 
company. 

“We do not intend to liqui- 
date the company and I 
believe that none of any 
upcoming solution will hurt 


the employees." said Mr. 
Mismar. head of the govern- 
ment-appointed committee. 
“But it takes time to decide 
on the solution as we are 
studying the overall situa- 
tion.” 

The committee would help 
secure needed liquidity to 
run the factory w ith the max- 
imum production capacity as 
part of restructuring plans, 
he explained. 

The Ministry of Industry 
and Trade decided earlier 
this month to dissolve the 
board of directors of the 
company which was hit by 
administrative and financial 
problems. 

A court is still looking into 
chorees of alleged embezzle- 
ment of millions of dinars by 
several former officials, a 
move that has harmed the 
SWC's performance. 

Last week, the general 
association of workers in the 
spinning, weaving, and 
clothing industry asked the 
government to intervene to 
prevent the liquidation of the 
company and to safeguard 
the rights of shareholders 
and workers to avoid 


swelling the ranks of the 
unemployed. 

The association said mis- 
management was the main 
reason for the company’s 
troubles and claimed some 
“circles" were planning to 
lake over the SWC at 
extremely low prices. 

By the end of last year, the 
company had posted an 
accumulated loss of JDS 
million while total debts 
stood at JD12 million. The 
shareholders' equity reached 
JD658.4S3 at the end of 
1997. 

The association recom- 
mended forming a conunit- 
•tee to manage ihe company 
' for three years and to 
restructure its finances 
through panial or full debts 
capitalisation and reschedul- 
ing the rest without interest. 

ft also recommended pro- 
viding a working capital to 
enable the plant to continue 
operations and production 
and stressed that the compa- 
ny was expected to continue 
growing and prospering as a 
result V the increasing 
demand on its high-quality 
and low-cost products. 
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RESTAURANT 


INDIA EXPRESS... 



Affordable Luxury... 



A delicious Indian meal served within 
45 minutes or your money back... 

Includes appetizer, main course and tea/coffee 
Ask for the India Express menu on 464 1361 ext 2309 

ft 

HOTEL 

INTER-CONTINENTAL 

JORDAN 



Jordan Marketpla ce *** Jordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace 



Many villas and 
apartments for 
rent and sate 
Furnished & Unfurnished 
For more information call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605/5920609M79-30007 
E-mail address 
abdoun@gacom.jo 


DAJANI JEWELLERS. "A Symphony of Style 


M Amra Forum Hotel. Phone 

Amman - Cairo - Rio 5527118 


SrMSffic 



Shmdsani • Opposite 
Grindteys Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Swaffleh Tel: 822891 



Call Us Now' 

5510427 / 8-9 


I 


D 


, FOR 
| RENT 

naltrvo Villac 


^ Deluxe Villas 
^ and Apartments 


SANflBEL 



Real Estate 

SWEIFIYEH 
A. Hajarat Complex 
m 864230 - 865167 
Matxie: 079/37588 





• One £ Two Bedrooms • Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes ’ Daily & 
Long Stay ' Rouenable Rates 


5th Circle 

Tel.: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 





L’olwier Restaurant 

& 

Abdoun 5929564 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 

5667171 EXT. 223 

OR 

5684311- 
5699634 EXT 42 



jBluebird 

Tours 


Provides: 
Complete services 
for foreign visitors 
transportation in 
A/C car - bus 
multilingual drivers 
escort - sightseeing 

For more information 
please call 5884734 
E-mail: 

bluebird @ go.com.jo 
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Confident Bulls begin 


‘three-peat’ bid 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 

Michael Jordan and Scottie 
Pippen enter the National 
Basketball Association 
playoffs confident but vul- 
nerable in what could be the 
final run of the Chicago 
Bulls' dynasty. 

The Bulls, seeking their 
sixth NBA crown in eight 
years and third in a row, 
open a best-of-five first 
round series Friday against 
New Jersey. 

Chicago and Utah were a 
league-best 62-20 but the 
Jazz, losers to the Bulls in’: 
last year’s final, won the 1 
overall home-court edge. 
The prospect of having to 
conquer Utah in Salt Lake 
Ciry does not daunt the 
Bulls. 

“We feel confident we can 
go anywhere and win.” 
Pippen said. “Our confi- 
dence is high especially 
when we go on the road. We 
know how to win. But Utah 
has been a dificult place to 
go in and play. The games 
become a little more diffi- 
cult. It's a challenge for us.” 

The Bulls have thrived on 


challenges. But this year's 
club has not been as over- 


powering as in past years 

and it’s future is in doubt. 

Bulls' general manager 
Jerry Krause said he will 
not retain coach Phil 
Jackson. Jordan said he will 
play for no other coach. 
Pippen's contract is expir- 
ing. He wants a pay hike the 
Bulls have been unwilling 
to give. ' 

“I still think Chicago is 
the best team,'' Seattle 
coach George Karl said. 
“But I also think this is the 
most vulnerable they've 
been. The Bulls got a year 
older but not a year better. 
Usually when a team gets 
older, it’s offset by getting 
better because of maturity. 
This is the first time I’ve 
seen some age on the court 
with them.” 

Jordan, 35, won his 10th 
scoring title with 2S.7 
points a game. Rodman. 37 
next month, won a seventh 
rebounding crown with 15 a 
game. Pippen, 32. has been 
die playmaker allowing 
both to excel. 

“I wouldn't give up on 
what we have right now,” 
Jordan said. “I'm pretty 
happy we’re in a position to 


accomplish what we set out 
to do.” 

That means w innin g a 
third title with the same 
basic roster. Jackson said he 
sees this team as better than 
last year's club going into 
the playoffs. 

“We finally have an 
opportunity to do what we 
hoped to do when we came 
back last year, and that is 
win another championship 
with this group of guys." 
Jackson said. 

“i can guarantee you this 
team is going to come back 
in the playoffs and look 
very good. We've gotten 
over the mundane part of 
the season. We're ready to 
take on all comers and beat 
them in a playoff series." 

The sentimental aspect of 
what is likely their final run 
together has not played a 
major factor thus far, 
Jackson said. 

“I don’t think we're senti- 
mental about iL We dealt 
with the aspect of this being 
three great seasons of being 
together and what a great 
time we’ve had. This is a 
mercenary challenge. This 
is beyond sentiment/’ 


Croatian forward Toni 
Kukoc is back after a foot 
injury. Australian center 
Luc Longlev comes off an 
injured left knee that kept 
him out of 22 of the final 24 
season games. But the tim- 
ing of his return is uncer- 
tain. 

“We know we will need 
Luc back at some point if 
we’re going to win a cham- 
pionship,” Jackson said. 

Working Longley back 
into the lineup is a priority 
for Pippen as well. 

“We need to find some 
rhythm. Luc has not been 
out there and it’s difficult 
knowing he will be back in 
the lineup once the playoffs 
start.” Pippen said. 

Even Jordan, who made 
33.14 million dollars this 
season, felt off his game as 
the season ended. But he 
expects to regain top form 
for the playoffs. 

“These things happen 
Hopefully it won’t last 
long.” he said. “I just have 
to work a little bit and find 
my rhythm." 


Auriol 
finally 
wins again 
as McRae 
falls out 


LLORET DE MAR. Spain 
(AFP) — France's Didier 
Auriol won his first rally in 
three years when he took 
thte'C^alonya' Ratty here on * 
Wednesday- 

A’tiridisv -’ih' ■ a f - Toyota- 
Corolla, finished nearly a 
minute ahead of Belgium’s 
Freddy Loix in another 
Toyota. Finland's Tommi 
Makinen was third in his 
Mitsubishi. 

Championship leader 
Carlos Sainz of Spain fin- 
ished seventh in his Toyota 
but it was still enough to 
retain his lead in the title 



race. 

Britain's Colin McRae, 
who won here in 1996, 
failed to finish because of 
mechanical problems. 

“It has just been one of 
those rallies where nothing 


World championship leader Spain's Carlos Sainz drives his Toyota Corolla during 
the final day of the Catalunya Rally April 22. Sainz had dropped from third to eighth 
after a puncture to his car on stage 15. France's Didier Auriol increased his lead to 
52.1 seconds over Belgian Freddy Loix (Reuters photo) 


has sgone as we planned it,” appointment after winning added McRae, 
said die Scot. in Portugal and renewing McRae is in fourth spot in 

“It's one of those events our championship hopes, the championship stand- 
we have to put behind us but Fortunately the points situa- ings, only eight points 
it obviously a raassice dis- tion is not too desperate.” behinf Sainz. 


ings, only eight points 
behinf Sainz. 


Chang struggles at U.S. Clay Court Championships 


ORLANDO (AFP) — Top 
seed and defending champi- 
on Michael Chang with- 
stood a challenge from 
Paraguay’s Ramon Delgado 
before winning his opener in 
three sets at the ATP U.S. 
Clay Court Championships. 

Chang, who has fallen 
from second to 12th in 
world rankings, outlasted 
Delgado 6-4. 3-6, 7-6 (7/1) 
here Tuesday at the 
S3 15.000 event. 

The Asian- American star 
has struggled with a recent 
knee injury. Since winning* 
here a year ago he has been? 
ousted 11 times in early 
rounds and taken only one 
title. 

Third-seeded American 
wild card Jim Courier, com- 
peting for the first time since 
an emotional Davis Cup vic- 
tory three weeks ago that 
beat Russia, ousted compa- 
triot Geoff Grant 6-1. 6-2.- 

Courier beat 18-year-old 
Marat Safin in the Davis 
Cup, rallying to win the 
fourth and fifth sets to 
advance the U.S. team. 



Michael Chang 


Australia's Andrew Hie 
ousted fourth seed Vincent 
Spadea of the United States 
6-4, 6-2 while Jan-Michael 


Gambill toppled sixth seed 
Wayne Black of Zimbabwe 
7-6 (7-5), 6-2. 

Last year’s runner-up. sev- 


enth seed Gram Stafford of 
South Africa, advanced by 
beating Belgium's Johan 
Van Herck 6-3. 6-1. 


RACJ holds 2nd Speed Test Friday 


By Roufan Nahhas 

Special lo the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The Second Pepsi 
Speed Test kicks off Friday at (he 
new improved race track at the 
Roval Automobile Club of Jordan 
(RACJ). 

Fourteen professional drivers reg- 
istered until press time and the num- 
ber was expected to increase before 
registration closes Thursday. 

A heated competition is expected 
between champion Ghaith Bilbeisi 
and Yasser Jarrar. 

Bilbeisi won the first round of the 
speed test in April with a split of a 
second from Jarrar who is expected 
to try his utmost to take the lead. 

The speed test consists of two 
rounds and an additional third one 
for the best 10 drivers. 

The test will witness A beer 
Batikhi’s participation as the only 


woman driver so far. Meanwhile, 
names like Tala Shawwa. Suha 
Tabaa’ and Maya Mufti are absent 
this time. 

Mufti who took part in several 
speed tests here in the Kingdom is 
leaving to Lebanon to take part in 
Rally du Liban. 

She will be partnering Lebanese 
co-driver Hala Nasser A1 Dein in a 
Nissan Pulsar through the Lebanese 
mountains on May 2. 

Meanwhile, the RACJ is trying to 
revive an old popular event — the 
go-cart. 

According to RACJ spokesman 
Bader Rasheed, 35 go-can cars 
arrived recently and plans for a 8 - 
round event is on. 

In the older days go-carting was a 
popular sports for all ages but it 
stopped for a while and now people 
are back to this kind of entertain- 


Popular names on the rally scene 
registered in the first go-cart race 
sponsored by A1 Aswaq newspaper 
including Samir Rifai , Tarek. 
Tabaa’, Alaa' Haddad and Khaled 
Zakaria. 

The third round of Pepsi Speed 

Test will start May 2. 

RACJ is also preparing for the 
May 13-14 Jordan International 
Rally, considered one of the most 
important rallies in the Middle East. 

Participants in the 2od Pepsi 

Speed Test (by press time): 

Sharif Hussein Gbazi, Ghaith 
Bilbeisi, Yasser Jarrar, Edmer Al 
Shishani, Khatchik Shadian. Aboud 
Musmar, Ameer Najjar. Mohammed 
Al Shishani, Hassan AI Sh i s h a ni , 
Raed Haddad, Salah Al Nibali, 
Asem Aref. Mohammed Al Qirm 
and Abeer Batikhi. 


Brazil 



top 

FIFA 

rankings 


ZURICH (AFP) — Spain 
has jumped back into the 
FIFA rankings top ten 
after their recent 4-0 
drubbing of Sweden. 

The Spaniards have 
moved up 16 places into 
ninth spot. 

Brazil go even further 
ahead at the top of the 
table after beating second 
ranked Germany earlier 
this month. 

Rankings (end of 1997 
r anking s in brackets): 

.1 Brazil (1) 72.28 

2 Germany (2) 65.45 

3 Czech Rep. (3)64.29 

4 Mexico (5) 60.76 

5 England (4) 59.46 

6 Chile (16) 59.15 

7 Argentina (17) 58.98 
S Yugoslavia (20) 58.12 

9 Spain (11) 57.96 

10 Morocco (15) 57.91 

11 Japan (14) 57.88 

12 Norway (13) 57.82 

13 Colombia ( 10)57.80 

14 Netherl. (22) 57.45 

15 USA (26) 57.18 

16 Italy (9) 57.16 

17 Russia (12) 56.64 

IS Egypt (32) 56.34 

19 Zambia (21) 56.28 

20 Denmark (S) 56.15 



AEK Athens' Mikkel Larsen (L) tries to score over Benetton of Treviso's Da vide 
Bonora during their second semi final of the European Final Four Basketball 
tournament April 21. AEK won 69-66 and will face Italian side Kinder Bologna 
in the final (Reuters photo) 


Major League Soccer looks 
to sell Etcheverry 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — The Major League Soccer 
organisation is considering selling Bolivian midfielder 
Marco Etcheveny. the star of two-time reigning cham- 
pions Washington D.C. United, to leading French club 
Paris St Germain for S5 million. 

Etcheverry and United officials are expected to meet 
with MLS deputy commissioner Sunil Gulati in the next 
two weeks to discuss the interest from PSG. The move 
would be another major blow to United, which has 
dominated the MLS in the league's first two seasons 
and disrupted the parity MLS commissioner Doug 
Logan values to stabilize a league still trying to find an 
identity. 

“We constructed a league in which there would be no 
dynasty, but one has occurred.” Logan said. United lost 
Salvadoran forward Raul Diaz Arce to New England 
before the season began, a move mandated by the 
league to keep United’s payroll in line with other league 


clubs. 


klUUJ. 

In MLS, the league owns player contracts and dis- ■ 
tributes them as they like. Mexico’s Jorge Campos and 
Colombia s Carlos Valderrama were sent to expansion 
teams this^ season to help them become competitive 
faster. Kevin Payne, D.C. United’s president and gener- 
al manager, said league rules would allow the club to 
veto a transfer, even though MLS rules say the league 

would be required to replace him with talent of equal 
stature. 

The league was not set up to establish parity ... uni- 
formed mediocrity,” Payne said. “It was set up to create. 

eV j P^ymg field. The French team would. more - 
saJary ’ MLS maxi-., 
um of $,.36,750, and the Bolivian would receive 10 . 
per cent of the transfer fee. Etcheverry, 27, signed a 

contrat epntibn last year but the deal might;, 
be too good for MLS to turn down 


CINEMA |7El.tal4U4 
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CINEMA 


TEL569923S 


CINEMA 


TEL367742Q 


X CINEMA 


PHILADELPHIA T 


PHILADELPHIA ' 2 ' 


PLAZA 


CONCORD 


GALLERIA 2 


TCL 5934793 


galleria 1 


CRYING 

FREEMAN 


Yusra & Ilham 
Shahin ... in 


The biggest cinema production 


DANTELLA 

(ARABIC 


TITANIC 


ISMAILIA RAYEH GAI 
- KAMANANA 

Shows: li30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 


ABDOUN 


ABDOUN 



One of Walt Disney s 
best movies 


GRAND OPENING 


Shows: 12:30,3:30,6:15. 
8:30, 10:30 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 
8:30, 10:30 


Shows: 12:00, 3:00, 7:00, 
10:30 p on. 


j! Adel Imam &Yu$ra ... in 

| RISALA ILA AL WALI 

1 1 Shows: 3:30,6:00,8:15,10:30 

v A 


FLUBBER 


TITANIC 

Shows: 3:30, 7:00, 10:30 


STARING APRIL 6TH 

Don't Laugh Please 
We're Jordanian J 

Starring Hisham YanesrAmd-'' 
Dabbas, R ania Kurdi mi the group. 


Shows: 3:30, 6:30, 
S-30, 10:30 


The film is a Iso on at 12:00 a.m. on 
Wednesdays. Tlmrsdays and Fridaus 


at 8:30 p.m. 

for reservations call: 4640155, 4625155^ 
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SPORTS IN BRIEF 


FA lift drugs ban on Stuart 

LONOON (AFP ) . ■Former England under-21 defender 
Jamie Stuart on Wednesday was given the go-ahead to 
r^tart his career after the Football Association (FA) lifted 
a ban imposed for failing a drngs test Stuart has been out 
of the game for six months after being released by English 
First Division club Chariton after he tested positive for 
cocaine and marijuana, but he now has the chance to 
make a lucrative free transfer move. Stuart will still have 
to face a senes of random drugs tests over the course of 
the next two years and was officially warned by the FA 
about his future conduct. 

Boston will not ban Keny ans 

BOSTON (AFP) ‘ — Eight consecutive victories by 
Kenyan men at the Boston Marathon will not push the 
102-year-old race into restricting international runners to 
boost United States hopefuls. Moses Tanui won the men's 
tide here Monday and Ethiopia’s Faiuma Roba took the 
women’s tide. No American man has won here since 1 983 
and no U.S. woman has taken the tide since 19S5. The 
Boulder Bolder, a 10-kilometre event in Colorado, is 
restricting competition to three runners from any nation 
except for U.S. athletes and other races offer prizes for 
U.S. efforts but not foreign racers. That will not happen 
here, said David D’ Alessandro, president of the financial 
services company which serves as the main Boston 
Marathon sponsor. “Are you a world-class event or an 
American event?" he said. 

Vieri hits out at Italy’s critics 

PARMA (AFP) — Too many people are writing off Italy's 
chances of winning tbe World Cup, says angry striker 
Christian Vieri. The Adetico Madrid ace, top scorer in the 
Spanish League, has rounded on the critics here who 
think that Italy are in for an unpleasant surprise at France 
‘98 after struggling to qualify. T see too much scepticism 
around over what this national side is capable of doing," 
he said. “And it’s all wrong. I reckon this is going to be 
Italy’s World Cup. “And do you know why? Because 
we’re a tighter, and more mature group than in the past. 
And we’ve got faith in our coach,” 

Chinese World Cup web site launched 

HONG KONG (AFP) — The China Internet Corporation 
(CIC) on Wednesday launched the first Chinese-language 
web site on the 1998 football World Cup. The site gives 
soccer fans access to a huge data base, prepared by 
Agence France-Presse (AFP), profiling every team, 
coach, player and game ever played since the tournament 
began in 1930, CIC director of product management 
Vicky Hung said. The site 
p^/www. worldcup98.china.com) will also provide 
P’s real-time coverage of news and results from this 
summer's tournament in France. 



Rusedski blasts ATP 
coaching experiment 

MONTE CARLO (AFP) — Britain's Greg Rusedski 
branded as rubbish on Wednesday an ATP Tour experiment 
with on-court coaching which will be continued at next 
week's tournament in Munich. 

"It’s absolute rubbish" said the Canadian-rumed-Briion 
after taking a 6-4, 3-6, 6-3 second-round defeat to unseed- 
ed German tennis icon Boris Becker. 

“This sport has been without coaches. It will not seem 
Jike tennis. The only reason they are doing it is to try and 
make the sport more popular in the U.S. It's not lacking 
any spectators in Europe.” 

Rusedski’s complaints stem from a decision taken last 
month by the by the powerful ATP Tour Players Council. 

Victoria Park in Hong Kong a fortnight ago served as the 
first venue for a limited 1998 trial of Davis Cup-style on- 
court strategy sessions, allowed to take place after the first 
and second sets. 

Under the stria guidelines — among the first major 
shakeup in tennis since the tiebreak scoring system was 
introduced in the 1970s — coaches are allowed’ to consult 
with their players for two minutes at the end of each set. 

The experiment will in effect at next week’s BMW Open 
in Munich and at Atlanta, Gstaad and Los Angeles in July). 

Coaches will be designated by players before the tourna- 
ment and will come down from the stands for the specified 
consultations. 

Andre Agassi, whose sense of showmanship is well- 
known, would like to see a further wrinkle. He believes 
that a good idea should be taken even further — by wiring 
the coaches for sound and broadcasting the strategy ses- 
sions as a part of television coverage. 

“The people at home need to know- what the player is 
being told,” said the most flamboyant current name in the 
game. “I think the coaches need to have press conferences 
and answer for the things they've said. I'm serious.” 
Players, tournament directors and administrators feel that 
the new wrinkle might inject a further touch of intrigue into 
tbe men's game, which appears to be losing ground to the 
teenaged rivalries which are lighting up the women’s 
game. 

Rusedski, coached by Brton Tony Picard, said he would 
use his mentor, “but tennis has always been a one-on-one 
sport ” “I find it all a little bit strange. It's not tennis." he 
said. 

Becker, also something of a traditional isl has a more 
open mind about the plan. 

'They’re trying to make a lot of changes in tennis recent- 
ly — and some are not necessary'. 

“Two or thre years ago they wanted to take away the sec- 
ond serve. Tennis is much more complicated. Tennis is a 
very old sport. Obviously you have to make some changes, 
but you don't have to change the whole thing. It has sur- 
vived us." 

The German said that he would not mind having coaches 
on the bench along wiLh the player. “We have communica- 
tion with coaches, even though they're on the sidelines. 

“Why just after each set? It could make tennis altogether 
better because players could comeback once they lose their 
minds (during a match)." 


get swamped 


PARIS (AFP) — Desperate 
football fans throughout 
Europe were left fuming 
Wednesday and telephone 
operators were swamped as 
France put 110,000 last 
gasp World Cup tickets on 
sale. 

Supporters from London 
to Bonn got nothing but the 
busy signal as they tried to 
get though as soon as the 
lines were available at 0600 
GMT. 

“During tbe first three 
hours, France Telecom 
counted 10 million calls 
coming in, of which two 
and a half million were 
from abroad," said Bruno 
Travade, director of the 
French World Cup 
Oranising Committee 
(CFO). 

“That doesn’t mean that 
10 million people called, 
because many of them 
called several times,” 
Travade added. 

He insisted that the sys- 
tem was working well and it 
was only normal that there 
were some delays in 
answering the calls or that 
some callers failed to get 
through. 

In Germany, however, tbe 
German Football Federation 
was saturated with irate 
calls comp laining about the 
situation. 

In Denmark it was equally 
impossible to get through to 
the French World Cup 
Organising Committee 
(CFO). 

“We rang an hour before 
the tickets were officially 
due to be put on sale, hop- 
ing to be amongst the first, 
but we could not get 
through.” said one supporter 
in Copenhagen. 

Tele Denmark increased 
the number of lines to 
France from the normal 
200 to 600 but it made no 
difference. 

“Normally 70 per cent of 
calls get through to France 
first time but today that has 
fallen to only six per cent,” 
said spokesman Benny 
Dam. “It is very difficult to 
get though.” 

In Belgium, telephone 
operator Belgacom reported 
1.64 million calls in the 
first four hours although 
intense pressure on the net- 


work meant that only half a 
million of them made it to 
Paris. • 

Even people in France 
were having difficulty try- 
ing to find a free line. 

France-Info radio station 
put ten phones on automatic 
redial and after three hours 
were still waiting for a 
reply. 

Until Wednesday the 
booking hotline could only 
be accessed from within 
France and callers had to 
give a French address to 
which tickets could be sent 

Sixty per cent of the tick- 
ets destined for fans had 
been allocated solely to 
French supporters. . 

The CFO agreed to the 
changes introduced today 
-following threats of legal 
action from the European 
Commission. 

But the Football 


Supporters’ Association 
believe the hotline amounts 
to nothing more than a pub- 
lic relations exercise bv the 
CFO. 

A spokeswoman said: “I 
just think they are going to 
try to do the minimum pos- 
sible to comply with EU 
regulations to make sure 
they’re not in trouble from 
that point of view. 

Thirty Members of the 
European Parliament 
(MEPs) said they would 
continue their legal attempr 
to block tbe distribution of 
more than half a million 
World Cup tickets already 
sold to French residents. 

The move comes despite 
the MEP’s failure on 
Tuesday night to win an 
injunction which would 
have suspended the release 
of the final 1 10,000 tickets. 

The MEPs allege the 


organising committee had 
breached European Union 
single market legislation by 
allocating the majority of 
tickets to French residents. 

Tbe Court of First 
Instance in Paris agreed that 
the MEPs’ case was admis- 
sible but rejected their 
appeal for the sale of the 
remaining available tickets 
to be suspended until it 
rules in the case. 


Becker beats Rusedski for 3rd 
round place at Monte Carlo 


MONTE CARLO t AFP t — 
Boris Becker, still search- 
ing for the first elaycoun 
title of his brilliant career, 
stepped smartly into the 
third round of the S2.45 
million Monte Carlo Open 
Wednesday, beating Briton 
Greg Rusedski 6-4. 3-6. 6- 
3. 

Becker's 49 career titles 
have all come everywhere 
but on the ‘'din.” The 30- 
year-old German has 
missed out here on three 
occasions, losinu finals in 
1989, 1991 and 1995. 

Becker took a 4-2 lead in 
the third set. smashing over 
a winner against third seed- 
ed Rusedski. 

The German held for 5-2 
and served out the win after 
a few hiccups. 

Becker suffered a minor 
late lapse, giving Rusedski 
a break point in the final 
game with a mis-hit smash. 
But the Briton returned the 
favour with a lob long. 

Becker double- faulted for 
a second break point, sav- 
ing that error with a back- 
hand volley deep. The 
German returned wide for a 
third break chance for 
Rusedski and drew a 
scream from the seed when 
the opportunity was lost. 

Becker finally stopped ihe 
rot as he won on first match 
point from Rusedski's 
backhand into the net after 
one hour, 53 minutes. 

“I don't think I’ve ever 
missed so many smashes." 
said the winner. “As the 
tournament goes on. it gets 
more difficult. 1 play Mark 
Philippoussis tomorrow, it’s 
another chance to win a 
match." 

While Australian Open 
holder Petr Korda, the 
Czech second seed, dis- 
patched South African 
Wayne Ferreira 6-1, 6-3 to 
reach the third round and 
fourth seed Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov came back to 
oust Australian Mark 
Woodforde 4-6. 6-2. 6-2. 
there was an early upset on 
Day Three. 

Czech Slava Dosedel 
equalled his career-best 
showing here by crushing 
fifth seed Jonas Bjorkman 
of Sweden in a quick 6-1.6- 
0 decision to move into the 
round of 16. 

The Swede had been suf- 
fering from a virus and was 
not even sure that he would 
rake to the court. The win 
took 48 minutes. 

Spanish 1 2th seed Alberto 


FOR RENT 

(Furnished or Unfurnished) 

A complete floor in a villa, with a separate entrance and 
garage. Consists of 3 bedrooms, dining halls and spacious 
salons. Location: Um Utheina, behind San Rock Hotel. Wadi 
AI Jouz. 

Please call Tel. 823011. 4644650 
Mobile No. 079/20485 





UNPAID 

}, fully equated, 
1 988, JDSiSOO 

^4642647 ^ 

IM^dex.comJib: 


DELUXE GROUND-FLOOR 
APARTMENT FOR RENT 

220 sqjm. ground-floor apartment. Consists of 3 bedrooms, two 
wrtth wall closets, 3 bathrooms, spadous living, dining and family 
rooms with Italian marble floors. Maid's room, with email bath- 
room, Jwico kitchen, 3 verandas, big garden, garage, with private 
entrance. Location: Between Abdoun and Sweifieh. 

Telephone: 5680256 


OPEN HOUSE 


tn 


Cultural Center 
specialized in 
Fine Arts 


(scuIptureAm^ & drawing) 

is seeking to employ adniiiiisti'alnrs and 
instructors for fun-time and part-time positions. 
. Applicants may said CV, 

Copy of Academic Credentials, 
and phone number to: 

P.O.Box 940597, Shmeisani 
Amman, Jordan 11194 

all applications win be treated confidentially 


A super deluxe apartment, first floor, located 
Abdoun adjacent to the American Embassy , thor- 
oughly and newly furnished with top quality furni- 
ture. Consisting of 3 large bedrooms, sitting room, 
dining room, living room, fully equipped kitchen, 2 
verandas, front and backyard gardens, separate 
basement car garage, separate basement storage 
room, private telephone. Those interested are invit- 
ed to visit this semi-villa on (Thursday & Friday 23rd 
& 24th of April respectively) from 11 a. m. to 7 p.m. 
This location is next to Marwan Abdalat Building. 

For more information, please call 
5934757 or 5664944 or 5663858 ^ 


REQUIRED 

hanical (A/C)Engineer 

"” T years 

; ®<pefi§ric|; Afor a 



^brii&lcfin^ca-in Duba-v ; 

r'xfcT'-AiyV'' - ■ •, ••*.'_ ie- 


00971-4-820933, 
Attn: Mr. Zaidi 




Russia’s four seeded Yevgeny Kafelnikov returns the 
ball during his match versus Australia’s Mark 
Woodforde in the second round of the Monte Carlo 
Open. Kafelnikov defeated Woodforde 4-6 6-2 6-2 
(Reuters photo l 



Germany's Boris Becker looks at the ball as he returns 
during his match versus Great Britain's Greg Rusedski 
in the second round of the Monte Carlo open April 22. 
Becker defeated Rusedski 6-4 3-6 6-3 (Reuters photo) 


Berasategui ousted Czech 
Daniel Vacek 6-0, 7-6 (7/1). 

Andre Agassi. 21st on the 
ATP Tour list, was playing 
top seed Pete Sampras in a 
second-round contest. 

Sampras has never won a 
match at Monte Carlo and 
is far from a major threat on 
clay. 

Two-time French Open 
finalist Agassi is bolstered 
by confidence from a 
Tuesday win against 
Barcelona trophyholder 
Todd Marlin and could 
derail any Sampras chance 
of taking back the world 
No. 1 position with a victo- 
ry over his compatriot. 

Sampras was knocked out 
of the top spot last month 
by Chile’s Marcelo Rios, 
who is not playing thi week 
due to an elbow injury. 

Korda figures in the rank- 
ings mix. If the second seed 
win 212 more ranking 
points than Sampras this 
week — in effect reaching 
the semifinals — then 
Korda could take over No. 
I. 

Rusedski was displeased 
with his showing. “I’m dis- 
appointed with myself for 
losing. I didn't do the right 
thing in terms of shots. I 
just put the ball back and 
didn’t attack. 

“I was too defensive in 
my play. It would have been 
nice to win and play Mark 
Philippoussis in the next 
round." 

The Briton added: “I gave 
him the initiative.” 

Rusedski said that he will 
stay in Monte Carlo and 
train before playing in 
Munich next week along 
with Tim Henman. 

“I know I can play well on 
clay. But you have to win 
matches in order to get con- 
fidence. This would have 
ben a nice match to win.” 
His goal is simple: “I 
want. to win my; first match 
on day this year. {.hope, to 
get on a roll in-Munich.- It’s 
a quicker court than here.” 

He said that even though 
Becker is semi-Tetired he is 
always difficult to play. 

"He's practising just as 
much as he did when he 
was at the top, it’s just that 
he’s not playing in as many 
events. He's hitting a lot of 
balls and he's tough to 
play.” 


Under the Patronage of 
Their Royal Highnesses 

Prince Raad Bin Zeid and Princess Majda Raad 

and 

in cooperation with Jordan Television 

Scandinavian Film Week 

for children and youth 

Entertainment for the whole family 

At the Royal Cultural Center 




Saturday 25th April. 1998 
7:00 p.m. 

Sunday 26th April. 199.8 
4:30 p.m. 

7:00 p.m. 

Monday 27th April, 199.8 
4:30 p.m. 

7:00 p.m. 


1998 


Tuesday 28th April. 
4:30 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 


Wednesday 29th April. 1998 
4:30 p.m. 

7:00 p.m. 

Thursday 30th April. 1998 
11:00 a.m. 

4:30 p.m. 

7:00 p.m. 

Friday 1st Mav. 1998 


1l;00 a.m. 
4:30 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 


The Brothers Lionheart - Sweden 


Children of Nature - Iceland 
Pelle the Conqueror - Denmark 


Herman - Norway 

Sixten / Dancing Feet - Sweden 


Pelle the Conqueror - Denmark 
Dog Thieves - Finland 


Whitebear King Valemon - Norway 
Benjamin Dove - Iceland 


Dog Thieves - Finland 
Benjamin Dove - Iceland 
The Brothers Lionheart - Sweden 


Carl and the Angels - Norway 
Nature's Warrior - Sweden 
Whitebear King Valemon - Norway 


FREE ENTRANCE - ADMISSION TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE 
ROYAL CULTURAL CENTER 
Films are subtitled in English 
Recommended for children over 9 years of age 

For more information: 




Embassy of Sweden 

Tel: 

5931177 

Embassy of Norway 

Tel: 

4644932 

Consulate General of Iceland 

Tel: 

5698651 

Consulate General of Denmark 

Tel: 

5603703 

Consulate General of Finland 

Tel: 

824654 





i2 News 


Netanyahu on verge of agreement 
to bring hardliners into coalition 


Jordan Times, Thuisday-Friday, April 23-24, 1998 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netan- 
yahu tried Wednesday to 
anchor his fragile coalition 
government more firmly on 
the political right ahead of a 
new U.S. push to break the 
deadlock in the Palestinian 
peace process. 

Officials said negotiations 
lasting into the early hours of 
Wednesday morning had near- 
ly sealed an agreement to 

bring the extreme right-wing 
Moledet Party into govern- 
menL 

The addition of Moledet’s 
two deputies would boost 
Netanyahu's majority in par- 
liament — now a minimal one 
seat in the 120-member cham- 
ber since the defection in 
January of the centrist Gesher 
Party of former Foreign 
Minister David Levy. 

It would also greatly rein- 
force the most hardline nation- 
alist camp in the coalition — a 
central plank of Moledet's 
1996 election campaign was a 
call for the transfer of all Arabs 
out of Israel and the occupied 
territories. 

The party is fiercely opposed 
to any farther troop with- 
drawals from the West Bank 
— a key requirement of signed 
peace accords and the core 
requirement of a peace pack- 
age being pushed by die 
United States. 


Analysts were divided over 
the aim of Netanyahu's 
manoeuvre, which came amid 
two weeks of intense diplo- 
matic activity aimed at reviv- 
ing the Palestinian peace 
process after more than a year 
of deadlock. 

U.S. peace envoy Dennis 
Ross is due in die region 
Saturday for a new push to 
gain Israeli approval of a pack- 
age deal centred on an Israeli 
withdrawal from another 13 
per cent of die West Bank in 
return for specific Palestinian 


the peace process. 

Mr. Netanyahu justified his 
overture to Moledet as 
designed to strengthen his par- 
liamentary majority "to 
advance die peace process." 

"With the entry of Moledet 
into the coalition. Netanyahu 
is trying to calm nervous 
[Jewish] settlers while divid- 
ing the camp of right-wing 
receptionists in parliament." 
said political analyst Shmuel 
Sandler. 

According to this view. Mr. 
Netanyahu's aim is to neu- 


Moledet’s 96 election 
campaign was a call for 
transfer of all Arabs out of 
Israel and occupied territories 


action a gains t armed Islamist 
militants. 

Mr. Ross' mission is to pre- 
pare the way for separate 
meetings in London on May 4 
between Mr Netanyahu, 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat and U.S. Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright, pos- 
sibly to seal a deal. 

Mr Netanyahu is also due to 
hold his first meeting in a year 
next Tuesday with Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak, 
who has become increasingly 
vocal in recent months over 
die Israeli leader's handling of 


tralise a potentially dangerous 
opponent in preparation for a 
troop withdrawal deal with the 
Palestinians and subsequent 
parliamentary vote on the 
agreement 

Officials close to the negoti- 
ations with Moledet said Mr. 
Netanyahu was insisting the 
party agree to abstain in any no 
confidence vote lodged 
against the government by far- 
right deputies to block a peace 
agreement 

In exchange. Moledet chief 
Rehavam Zeevi would 
become a minister without 


portfolio and get a coveted seat 
on the inner "security cabinet" 
responsible for overseeing 
peace negotiations. 

But even moderates within 
Mr. Netanyahu's coalition 
were openly worried about the 
move while Palestinians were 
outraged. 

Meir Shetreet parliamentary 
whip for Netanyahu's Likud 
Party and its coalition allies, 
publicly expressed his opposi- 
tion to any deal with Moledet 
as did the centrist Third Way 
Party; which has three 
deputies. 

Palestinians saw a farther 
indication that Mr. Netanyahu 
was determined to resist U.S. 
and European pressure for 
greater flexibility in negotia- 
tions with the Palestinians. 

“I was not optimistic about 
Netanyahu going through with 
the troop withdrawals before 
and I'm even less optimistic 
now," Ahmad Tibi, an Arab 
Israeli advisor to Mr. Arafat 
told AFP. 

Meanwhile. Ml Netanyahu 
met with his top ministers 
Wednesday to discuss the 
scope of the troop withdrawal 
Israel would be willing to 
cany out 

Washington is reportedly 
insisting Israel cede at least 
another 13 per cent of the terri- 
tory while Mn Netanyahu’s 
cabinet has so far refused to 
offer more than nine per cent 



COOLING DOWN: One of New Delhi's ubiquitous monkeys comes face to face 
with his reflection as he stretches for a drink from a pond in the capital Wednesday. 
As summer nears its head in the capital, sending temperatures over 40 degrees 
Celsius, the race to cool down, for humans as well as monkeys, has begun (AFP 
photo) 


Lebanon explains rejection of Israeli 
offer to U.N. permanent members 


ICRC, Iraq discuss missing Kuwaitis 


BEIRUT ( AFP) — Lebanese 
Foreign Minister Fares Bouez 
summoned ambassadors of 
the five permanent U.N. 
Security Council members on 
Wednesday to defend its 
rejection of Israels offer to 
withdraw from south 
Lebanon. 

"We want to explain the 
position of Lebanon which 
rejected the Israeli proposal” 
said Mr. Bweiz after meeting 
with . .ambassadors . from 
Britain, China France, Russia 


and die United States. 

The move was part of a 
joint Lebanese-Syrian diplo- 
matic offensive to defend 
their rejection of Israel's offer 
to withdraw from south 
Lebanon, as called for in a 20- 
year-old U.N. resolution, pro- 
vided it obtains security guar- 
antees. 

Both Beirut and Damascus, 
die main power broker in 
Lebanon where •it maintains 
35,000 troops, have, rejected 
the proposal saying U.N. 


Security Council Resolution 
425 adopted in 1978 calk for 
unconditional withdrawal. 

"The proposal is just to 
cover up for the internal 
Israeli protests over the occu- 
pation of southern Lebanon 
and the international protests 
over the halt at the peace 
negotiations." said Mr. 
Bouez. 

Resolution 425 “is clear and 
does not need to be explained. 
Nobody should change it" he 
added. 


Kingdom’s privatisation process 
sparks nationwide debate 


( Continued from page 1) 

a 30-year lease basis. 

Jordan has already taken 
moves to commercialise state 
companies such as the debt- 
burdened state airline. Royal 
Jordanian (RJ), as a first step to 
the eventual purchase of sub- 
stantial slakes by the private 
sector. It has issual invitations 
to international financial and 
legal advisors for the sale of 
40-60 per cent of a new debt- 
free subsidiary of RJ to a 
strategic partner and bids are 
expected by May 4. 

The government has 
embarked on a sell-off of 40 
per cent of its stakes in its prof- 
itable telecommunications 
company to a foreign strategic 
partner in a deal to be conclud- 
ed by the middle of this year. 
The move, along with a pro- 
posed 33 per cent sale in the 
Jordan Cement Factories 
Company, has come under 
criticism from ordinary 
Jordanians, not just the tradi- 
tional opposition. 

But not all critics want the 
government to slow down the 
process. Some, mainly in the 
business community, say the 
government is dragging its feet 
and could lose opportunities to 
more attractive emerging mar- 
kets in former Eastern bloc 

and Asian countries. 

Others say the government 
not fully convinced of die idea, 
lacks a cohesive privatisation 
agenda with clear priorities. 

Investors worry that political 
infighting, combined with a 
heated public debate may put 
brakes on the whole process. 

They point to the govern- 
ment's handling of the sale of 
the cement firm shares, of 
which the government owns 
49.5 percent Only two weeks 
ago. after almost two years of 
indecision, it chose leading 
Egyptian investment bank 
EFG Hermes as its financial 
advisor on the sale. 

The government had 
planned to sell its shares of the 
company, which enjoys a 
monopoly until the year 2001, 
to a strategic foreign investor. 
But investors said unanimous 


rejection by the company's 
board of directors and strong 
parliamentary opposition have 
combined to stop the sale, at 
least for now. 

Bringing in a financial advi- 
sor does not necessarily close 
the door to such a sale, but the 
Cabinet now appears open to 
other options. 

The parliamentary commit- 
tee has recommended selling 
equity to Arab investors, the 
pnvate sector or company 
employees. 

But a serious debate has 
emerged on whether a foreign 
strategic partner is needed for 
all sectors such as cement and 
electricity where technology is 
available and can be pur- 
chased. leaving the strategic 
partner with little to offer in 
areas of marketing and man- 
agement 

Many Jordanians fear that 
privatisation will serve a vehi- 
cle for Israeli domination of 
the country's industrial sector 
after both countries signed the 
1994 peace treaty. 

They criticise investment 
legislation passed last year that 
removed most restrictions on 
foreign ownership of public 
share holding companies. 

In a heated debate last 
month, the Lower House rec- 
ommended tough restrictions 
on the government's privatisa- 
tion strategy to calm popular 
fear that it could lead to for- 
eigners holding major stakes 
in key industries. Forty-eight 
deputies in the SO- strong 
House asked the government 
in a petition not to sell success- 
ful state enterprise without 
consulting them. 

Although the recommenda- 
tions are not binding on the 
government, they could influ- 
ence future decisions on major 
stare divestitures. 

‘The vilification of the 
process has influenced official 
thinking," said one official. 
“Officials will be more reluc- 
tant to take bold action. No 
one likes to be accused of sell- 
ing off their country to the 
highest bidder." 

Foreign and local investors 
say the government’s resolve 


will be tested in the coming 
months when it chooses 
between Britain's Cable and 
Wireless PLC and U-S.-based 
Southern Bell Corporation 
(SBC) for the 40 per cent stake 
in the JTC. the first large-scale 
sale. 

The parliamentary commit- 
tee expressed reservations 
about the size of the shares to 
be offered and who will run 
the day-to-dav affairs of the 
company despite government 
assurances that it maintain 
control of the JTC board 

The government insists that 
teaming up with a strategic 
partner in the telecom sector 
will provide improved service 
for the customer through large 
investments and technology 
transfers. Defending its posi- 
tion. the government has said 
competition and efficiency 
would only bring prices down 
as the experience of many 
other countries has shown. 

“There is no way you can 
keep up with the rapid pace of 
telecom if you wait for soft 
loans from foreign govern- 
ments," .said another official 
answering critics who say that 
the government should not sell 
off its shares in profitable 
enterprises. 

Some officiate and econo- 
mists say the real question fac- 
ing Jordan is how successful is 
privatisation going to be. 

They’ point to the fact thai 
Ionian is located in a region 
still perceived as politically 
unstable and where its eco- 
nomic performance, despite its 
success over the last few years, 
has still not earned Jordan an 
investment grade rating. 
Investment bonks remain 
sceptical over the attractive- 
ness of opportunities offered 
by Jordan's privatisation. 

Tire number of financial 
advisors and potential strategic 
partners who actually submit- 
ted bids for privatisation-relat- 
ed services has shown that 
interest in Jordan is not para- 
mount at a time when many 
other regions in the world are 
offering more lucrative returns 
for investors. 


BAGHDAD (AP) — The International 
Comminee of the Red Cross is negotiating 
for access to Iraqi jails as pan of the search 
for Kuwaitis and other foreigners missing 
since the 1990 Gulf crisis, a Red Cross 
official said Wednesday. 

Manuel Bessler. the ICRC representa- 
tive here, also said Iraq was excavating 
mass graves dug by the allied forces for 
Iraqis killed in die 1991 Gulf war. This, 
too. may yield dues to the missing, he 
said. 

The ICRC. headquartered in Geneva, 
Switzerland, is a worldwide aid and res- 
cue organisation that often has assisted in 
prisoner exchanges. 

Kuwait has said that 600 people — 
including more than 500 Kuwaitis, more 
than a dozen Saudis and other foreign 
nationals — arc still unaccounted for since 
Iraq's 1990 invasion of Kuwait which set 
off the Gulf war. 

Iraq says some 700 Iraqis went missing 
in Kuwait or on Gulf war battlefields. 

Iraq has denied repeatedly that it is bold- 
ing any Kuwaitis in its jails, despite 


reports to the contrary that surface from 
time to time in Kuwait. 

Iraq also has said repeatedly that the Red 
Cross was free to visit its prisons, but Mr. 
Bessler maintained that discussions on 
access were still under way. 

"There is an ongoing discussion about 
ICRC access... But this is not concluded,” 
Mr. Bessler told the Associated Press. 

"If we come to an agreement, the access 
will be to visit all [foreign] detained per- 
sons and take care of the detained popula- 
tion in Iraq," he said. 

The ICRC traditionally works to make 
sure prisoners are well-treated It often 
carries mail between prisoners and their 
families and assists in repatriating those 
who are released 

Ml Bessler said only “a few cases” 
have been resolved so far. adding: “It is a 
veiy complex issue, very difficult," 

Mr. Bessler also said that Iraq — relying 
on maps provided by the United States 
and its allies — have started unearthing 
sites it believes contain mass graves for 
information about battlefield dead. 


Under the U.N. ceasefire resolutions 
that ended the war, Iraq is obliged to 
account for the missing foreigners as well 
as to eliminate its weapons of mass 
destruction. 

The U.N. Security Council has said that 
p unishin g trade sanctions imposed after 
the invasion will not be lifted until Iraq 
fulfils its obligations under the resolutions. 

Baghdad newspapers on Wednesday 
carried a statement from the Iraqi foreign 
ministry that attacked Kuwait for alleged 
attempts "to politicise the issue of missing 
Kuwaitis” in a bid to prolong the sanc- 
tions. 

The statement, attributed to an unnamed 
spokesman, said Iraq had “dealt with 300 
files of missing Kuwaitis^, and provided 
information on 126 others.” 

It added that Iraq does not consider the 
missing Kuwaitis as prisoners of war but 
as people who went missing during the 
Gulf conflict saying this was a phenome- 
non of all wars. 

The talks with the ICRC are the latest 
with Iraq involving prisoners. 


To avoid dangers of failed peace process, Jordan 
pushes for movement on PNA-Israel track 


By Alia A. Toukan 
Special in the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan, con- 
cerned by possible reper- 
cussions of the continued 
deadlock in the peace 
process, is trying to affirm 
its role as a regional peace- 
maker by pushing for move- 
ment on the Palestinian- 
Israeli track, officials and 
analysts say. 

Reminiscent of its active 
involvement in the eleventh 
hour talks before reaching 
the Palestinian-Israeli 
Hebron accords early last 
year. Jordan has in the past 
month stepped up its diplo- 
matic profile in ensuring 
that the peace process does 
not collapse. 

The Kingdom has a vested 
interest in seeing the 
resumption of peace talks 
between the Palestinian 
National Authority iPNA) 
and Israel and the imple- 
mentation of the second 
Israeli troop redeployment 
from the West Bank, after it 
has put itself out on a limb 
by sealing its 1994 peace 
treaty with the Jewish state. 

Jordan, however, is walk- 
ing a political tightrope in 
carving out a role for itself 
while simultaneously nor 
posing a real or perceived 
threat to the PNA. analysts 
say. 

the Kingdom's attempts 
at being accepted as a 
regional peace-broker is 
pan and parcel of its con- 
cern that its interests be 
taken into consideration in 
any final deal between the 
Palestinians and Israelis. 

Seeking a role as a peace- 
broker has always been a 
difficult task as it "evokes 
regional suspicions and 
rivalry.” as one analyst con- 
cedes. Jordan's potential 


involvement in a final status 
deal, whether direct or Indi- 
rect- has always raised mis- 
givings in some Palestinian 
circles. 

Jordan has officially said 
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that it will not partake in 
any final status negotia- 
tions. "Jordan has to be con- 
sidered in the outcome of 
several final status issues 
that affect its national secu- 
rity. but will not take part in 
the actual negotiations." a 
former senior official told 
the Jordan Times. 

While the Kingdom seeks 
to ensure that its role in 
pushing the Palestinian- 
Israeli peace talks is suffi- 
ciently recognised both 
regionally and internation- 
ally. it must also constantly 
reassure the PNA that it has 
no political ambitions on 
the West Bank and in final 
status negotiations, and is 
not interested in politically 
weakening the Palestinians. 

A case in point was His 
Majesty King Hussein's let- 
ter to Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali last week, in 
which the Monarch cited 
local media attempts at sab- 
otaging Jordanian-PNA 
relations. The letter reiterat- 
ed Jordan's fall recognition 
of the PNA as the sole legit- 
imate representative of the 
Palestinian people, and its 
whole hearted support for 
Palestinian national aspira- 
tions. 

The letter came a day after 
a formal complaint was sent 
from Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat to King 
Hussein, in which the 
Palestinian president cited 
Jordanian media reports. 
Hamas statements from 


Jordan, as well as official 
statements in relation to the 
PNA-Hamas dispute over 
the controversial death of 
Mohieddin Sharif, officials 
told the Jordan Tunes. 

What particularly angered 
the Palestinians was what 
they saw as Jordan's refusal 
to support the PNA's ver- 
sion of who was responsible 
for Sharif's death late last 
month. Jordanian officials 
had said that the Kingdom 
would not interfere in inter- 
nal Palestinian politics. In 
this context. King Hussein's 
letter was targeting the gov- 
ernment as much as the 
local press. 

The presence of a five- 
member Hamas office, 
which Jordan insists func- 
tions solely as a media out- 
let. has long been a sore 
point in relations wiih the 
PNA and Israel. During the 
latest internal Palestinian 
dispute, the PNA was 
angered by the fact thar 
Jordan did not stop the 
Hamas office in Jordan 
from issuing statements, 

“For Jordan to play a role 
in the peace process it needs 
to be on good terms with 
everyone, in particular the 
Palestinians and Israelis.” 
one analyst says, as evi- 
denced in the many Israeli 
visits to the Kingdom, and 
Jordanian attempts at coor- 
dination with the 
Palestinians and Egyptians. 
Others, however, contend 
that maintaining good rela- 
tions with all the players in 
the arena is a mission 
impossible. 

His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan’s visit 
to Tel Aviv on March 10 
was necessary to mend full 
ties with the Jewish state 
following the Mossad's 
failed attack on a Hamas 


leader in Amman last fall, 
prior to His Majesty's talk*; 
with U.S. President Bill 
Clinton in Washington later 
that month, officials say. 

But considering the delay- 
ing tactics of Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu, Jordan's rela- 
tions with Israel, although 
welcomed internationally 
and especially by the U.S., 
have increasingly become 
more of a liability than an 
asset both at home and in 
the region. 

The Kingdom, home to 
approximately l.S million 
Palestinian refugees, has 
also been suffering acute 
economic hardships. 

One of the basic premises 
of Jordan’s peace treaty 
with the Jewish state was 
that there would be move- 
ment on the Palestinian- 
Israeli track, an assumption 
that has been shattered since 
Mr. Netanyahu came to 
power in May 1996. 

The government is finding 
it increasingly difficult to 
convince the population of 
the merits of a peace 
process that is becoming 
more unpopular by the day. 

"Either you give people 
emotional support or mater- 
ial benefits. But lately peo- 
ple have been denied both. 
The situation is so difficult 
now and we have very lim- 
ited strategic options. If it 
wasn’t for Jor danian^ * per- 
sonal love for His Majesty, I 
dread to think what could 
happen." a seasoned politi- 
cian recently told the Jordan 
Times. 

Jordan is finding that it 
can no longer accept Israeli 
excuses for not implement- 
ing its agreements with the 


(Continued on page 2) 


Grant and Roberts : 
shoot sequel to 
‘Four Weddings 
and a Funeral 7 

LONDON (AFP) — Hugh 
Grant and Julia Roberts 
have begun shooting, a fol-. 
low-up to the box-office 
smash “Four Weddings and 
a Funeral." The movie, ten- 
tatively entitled “The 
Notting Hill Project'' after 
the part of London where 
it's being filmed, is not 
actually a sequel to die 
original, according to the 
tabloid Sun daily. But it 
will take up the spirit of 
“Four Weddings." with 
Roberts playing an 
American actress who falls 
in love with Grant as a sec- 
ond-hand bookseller. 
Roberts is reportedly earn- 
ing over $9 milli on for 
“The Notting Hill Project.'’ 
The original comedy 
starred Grant and Andie 
MacDowell. 

DiCaprio not going 
to rush into marriage 

BONN (AFP) — “Titanic" 
star Leonardo DiCaprio 
says he's not going to rush 
into marriage, telling the 
German magazine Bunte 
he wants "20 years of liv- 
ing together” with some- 
one before making her Mrs 
DiCaprio. The 23-year-old 
heart-throb actor said if be 
did marry, "it would only 
be if I had already lived 
with my partner for a long 
time, about 10 or 20 years”. 
DiCaprio said he was over- 
whelmed by how nice his 
legion of admirers were. 
He said he was surprised 
they only wanted to “just to 
talk a little, take a photo, or 
have an autograph" — 
unlike fellow stars who get 
die knife-wielding mani- 
acs. 

Loadsamoney is Spice 
Girls new No.l 

LONDON (AFP) — The 
Spice Girls have got a new 
number one. It’s called 
loadsamoney. The brash 
all-girl pop sensations have 
shot to die top of Britain's 
money charts, earning a 
whopping £43 milli on ($72 
million) last year, accord- 
ing to the Times. That put 
them well above traditional 
and proven money-spin- 
ners such as the Rolling 
Stones t,a mere £31 mil- 
lion). the Beatles (£26 mil- 
lion) and Elton John (£25 
million). In 1996, the Spice 
Girls managed to earn only 
£8 million between them. 

Dustin Hoffman’s 
adopted daughter guilty 
of stealing cheques 

LONDON (AFP) — 
Dustin Hoffman’s adopted 
daughter was sentenced 
Tuesday to 180 hours of 
co mmuni ty work after 
pleading guilty to stealing 
cheques and obtaining 
money by deception. 
Karina Hoffinan-Birkhead. 
32, pleaded guilty to ille- 
gally pocketing some 
$8,400 in cheques and cash 
from her employers, a firm 
in southern England spe- 
cialising in hiring out cara- 
vans to film companies 
Hoffinan-Birkhead said she 
bad taken the money 
because of financial prob- 
lems following a divorce. 

Canadians are 
changing guard at 
Buckin gham Palace.. 

LONDON (R) — They're 
changing guard 
Buckingham Palace — w 
Canadian soldiers. Where 
Christopher Robin otice 
went down with Alice, tee 
army said C? naf iian sol - 
diers will this month mount 
guard outside Queen 
Elizabeth’s London resi- 
dence for the first tin* 5 
since her coronation in 
1953. Ninety-four 
from Princess Patricia s 
Canadian Light Infantry at* 
visiting Britain for a pf?" 
gramme of events te® 
includes the reopening- of 
•the refurbished Canadian 
High Commission. . 
will mount guard ^ 
Buckingham Palate 
about a month .. 
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